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How MPS-001is set

Every paper had two sections of five questions; students answer five, with at least two from each
section. Answers were about 500 words, except in June 2026, which asked for about 400 words. In most
papers question 5 is a short-notes question (two notes of 10 marks).

TR A H Urg-uta Weif 3 & 91T &; U IR & B &, B AN F HH-J-FH < | IR T 500 5} §, Haed S 2026 F
AT 400 2162 | STTRreRier U= | U8t 5 Wiered feuaforgt et o (10-10 3iek &t 1) |

Two question "families". The papers fall into two recurring sets. The concepts set (December 2022,
June 2023, December 2023, December 2024, December 2025) asks about political theory itself,
democracy, rights, liberty, equality, justice, citizenship, civil society and sovereignty. The ideologies
set (June 2024, June 2025, June 2026, and largely June 2022) asks about liberalism, libertarianism, the
welfare state, Marxism, conservatism, fundamentalism, nationalism, multiculturalism, fascism and
feminism. The June 2024, June 2025 and June 2026 papers are almost identical, so expect a June paper
to follow the ideologies set and a December paper the concepts set, though this is a pattern, not a rule.

QY AY-"IRAR": SaURen WE (fGawr 2022, S 2023, fegmr 2023, fGamR 2024, [G@wR 2025): THiTaS Rg,
Wk, AR, TAAAT, AT, =R, TRTRbAT, ATRSE GHIS, UHAT| FI=memT €98 (S 2024, S 2025, S 2026, 3R

SATIRIRIT: S 2022): IGRATE, WBIAAAE, FHEATIRNRT TS, AIFHATG, Fedlg, Heidg, AL, TgHepHiadars, W,
TG | ST 2024, 2025 3R 2026 % THUS T Teh o €1 78 e €, fram 7d, gafey dnt o v

The trend at a glance / 35 Qe ok A

Papers (of 9) /

Topic / etfaew Sessions / T
e e

Marxism and socialism / ATeRIaTE 3R TATSATG [ ME Jun 22, Dec 22, Jun 23, Dec 23, Jun 24, Jun
25, Jun 26

Nature of political theory / THifde g &1 @eq Gl 5/° Jun 22, Dec 22, Jun 23, Dec 23, Dec 24, Dec
25

Democracy / @ehds Gl 6/° Jun 22, Jun 23, Dec 23, Jun 24, Dec 24, Dec
25

Liberalism, libertarianism, welfare state / 3qRdlg G G/ Jun 22, Dec 22, Jun 24, Dec 24, Jun 25, Jun
26

Liberty, equality and justice / Sd=dT, GHHdT, =T G 6/9° Jun 22, Dec 22, Jun 23, Dec 23, Dec 24, Dec
25

Nationalism / TgdTq G 6/9 Dec 22, Jun 23, Jun 24, Dec 24, Jun 25, Jun
26

Multiculturalism /a@i’&gﬁaﬁ G G/ Jun 22, Jun 23, Jun 24, Dec 24, Jun 25, Jun
26

Rights and duties / SI@R 3R &deT T E Jun 22, Dec 22, Dec 23, Dec 24, Dec 25

Citizenship and civil society / NTREdT 3R TR TA 4/9 Jun 23, Dec 23, Dec 24, Dec 25

Conservatism, fundamentalism, fascism / ¥fedrg, 4/9 Dec 22, Jun 24, Jun 25, Jun 26

FHEXATG, TG

Feminism / {4 4/9 Jun 22, Dec 22, Dec 24, Jun 25
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Papers (of 9) /

Topic / eifae Sessions / 9

How MPS-001 is set

e e
Sovereignty, power, legitimacy, autonomy / 9T, 3/9 Jun 23, Dec 23, Dec 25
iR, Jerar
Gandhi: satyagraha | el aaEmrE 2/9 Dec 22, Jun 23

Counts are papers, not questions. The appendix lists every question by session.

Study plan / srega= ISt Prepare both families. For the ideologies set, topics 1, 4, 6, 7, 10 and 11 cover

almost the whole paper; for the concepts set, topics 2, 3, 5, 8, 9 and 12 do.

T T dOR | FaaReT g & foig SifUe 1, 4, 6, 7, 10 3R 11 TRTT QI THUS haR Hid §; ATURON G & [o1Q eifudh

2,3,5,8,9312I

Built from official IGNOU Term-End Examination papers
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Part A — Most repeated topics

1 Marxism and socialism / ATeR{dE 3R GHIGEE

7 of 9 papers. Gramsci on base-superstructure and hegemony (Jun 2022, Jun 2025, Jun 2026 note); Lenin's theory of
imperialism (Dec 2022); democratic socialism (Dec 2022 note); Marxist and non-Marxist views of power (Jun 2023);
Marxist concept of citizenship (Dec 2023); class war, Lukacs on dialectical materialism, meaning of socialism (Jun 2024);
historical materialism (Jun 2025); surplus value and socialism (Jun 2026).

Historical materialism. For Marx and Engels, the economic base (forces and relations of production)
shapes the superstructure (state, law, religion, ideas). History moves through modes of production
(primitive communism, ancient slavery, feudalism, capitalism), each ending when its relations of
production fetter the growth of productive forces. Class war (class struggle) between those who own
the means of production and those who do not is the motor of history; under capitalism it is between
the bourgeoisie and the proletariat, and Marx expected it to end in proletarian revolution and a
classless society. Dialectical materialism (a term developed by later Marxists such as Plekhanov)
applies dialectics (contradiction, the transformation of quantity into quality, negation of the negation)
to matter and history.

Surplus value. Workers sell their labour power for a wage equal to the value needed to reproduce it,
but in a working day they produce more value than that. The difference, taken by the capitalist, is
surplus value, the source of profit. It can be increased absolutely (longer hours) or relatively (higher
productivity). This is the core of exploitation in Marx's theory.

Lenin's theory of imperialism. In Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism (1916), Lenin argued that
by the late 19th century capitalism had reached a monopoly stage: concentration of production into
monopolies; fusion of bank and industrial capital into finance capital and a financial oligarchy;
export of capital rather than goods; international monopoly cartels dividing the world; and the
territorial division of the world among great powers. Imperialist rivalry caused the First World War,
and super-profits from colonies "bribed" a labour aristocracy.

Gramsci. Antonio Gramsci (Prison Notebooks) gave the superstructure relative autonomy. The ruling
class rules not only by force (through the state, "political society") but by hegemony: moral and
intellectual leadership that wins the consent of subordinate classes through civil society (church,
schools, media, family). Revolution in the West therefore needs a long war of position (building
counter-hegemony through organic intellectuals) rather than a direct war of manoeuvre. Georg
Lukacs (History and Class Consciousness, 1923) stressed totality, reification (social relations appearing as
relations between things) and the proletariat's class consciousness.

Marxist views of power and citizenship. Power is class power rooted in ownership of the means of
production; the state is an instrument of the ruling class. Non-Marxist views see power as distributed
(pluralists such as Robert Dahl), concentrated in elites (Pareto, Mosca, Michels, C. Wright Mills), or
exercised in three dimensions (Steven Lukes, 1974). For citizenship, Marx (On the Jewish Question, 1843)
argued that liberal citizenship gives only political emancipation, formal equality in the state, while
inequality persists in civil society; true human emancipation requires ending class society.

Socialism. A system or ideology based on social ownership or control of the means of production,
cooperation and equality. Types: utopian (Owen, Fourier, Saint-Simon); scientific (Marx); democratic
socialism, which seeks socialist goals through parliamentary democracy and gradual reform (Fabians
in Britain, Eduard Bernstein's revisionism, Nehru's mixed economy); and market socialism.
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Ufderaes wifdewarg: ATfE ATUR (IcTe-LTead’ 3R IcTe-Hae) ATERET (359, HF, g9, fa9mR) i R a8 |
SfAeTd IATEH-Ugaal § AT &; I-Tad (e &1 29 ¢; Yoiiarg # Ysiidid 3R JdaRT & i, foreenr 3fd shifd i
TR FHIS | 11| S5IcHE WIfdHdTg (WEHIa ST a1 o ATardaried! givT faenfed {1eg): Jafasre, HT= &l T § ufad,
e &7 e

HATAAT e AfHD AUHT -1 IHb YT o Hed o aXTeR HIgyl R S48, W ITH Afdeh Hed U1 oidl &; 3k
SATERIT 7o 8, 1 <l Hd |

A 1 ATTeIaTs g (1916): THITEHRR; S iR sfenfies doit o e (e dSit); Aret & s it a1 fafa;
SARTET TRITIHR TH; AT g fad o1 fawrer; amaregard! ufaghear & wem fauaggl
Treeft: ATATTAT Sl AU TR AT8E 3 9 J & Tol, T4 (Adeh-difger Aqc) T Ht ATET FAT €, S RS THS

(I, Toamer, Hifean) o Aread & HeAfd Sitadl &; UT9H § shifd & fay der fRIfd-gg) g (1923): THIaT, I, av-
I

QTfery Y AANTIRERAT: FTeRfaTg # e avf-iferd €; FR-ATaiaTdl: agaaral (1), AfasTaardl (e, Hieer, e, . e
i), Wi wge & diF ST (1974) | ATe (1843): 34K ARTRGRT hal Tei-ifaeh Jfa <t &; A e & fag
I-FHTST T 37 ML |

TATETE: 3G o AT TR GIATSIE W@THd, FaanT 3R FHAdT | YahR: Hedie (3a, BRY), I (1),
hdih THIEIG (i, T, AgE &l MY srfegawn), SR gamErE)|

ANSWER FRAME / 3wR-&u@l
1. Place the concept in Marx's theory (base-superstructure, class) / 7TeRi o RIgrd # ©IH

2. Explain the concept or thinker asked in its own terms / I8 7 HF&ROT
3. How later Marxists revised it (Lenin, Gramsci, Lukécs) / 918 & ATeIaTg!
4. Critique: liberal, empirical (collapse of Soviet socialism), feminist / 3TTera=T

5. Relevance today (inequality, global capitalism) / 37Tl @l HTEfiehar

2 Nature of political theory / Trsiifaes g &1 @wa

6 of 9 papers. Features of modern political theory (Jun 2022, Jun 2023, Dec 2023); political theory vs political philosophy
vs political science (Dec 2022); what is political theory (Dec 2024, Dec 2025); challenges in a globalising world (Jun 2022).

Definitions. Political theory is systematic thinking about the nature and purpose of political life:
concepts (state, power, liberty, justice), their justification and their relation to practice. Political
philosophy is the normative, evaluative part: what ought to be (the good life, just order), from Plato to
Rawls. Political science is the empirical study of political institutions and behaviour, aiming at
explanation and testable generalisations. The three overlap: theory draws on philosophy's norms and
science's evidence.

Classical vs modern political theory. Classical theory (Plato, Aristotle, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau) was
normative, philosophical and concerned with the ideal state. Modern (empirical) political theory,
shaped by the behavioural revolution in the US in the 1950s-60s (David Easton, Robert Dahl), stressed:
(1) observation and measurement of political behaviour; (2) value-free, scientific method; (3)
interdisciplinary borrowing from sociology, psychology and economics; (4) systems and structural-
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functional analysis; (5) theory building and testable generalisations. In the 1950s some scholars
argued that political theory had "declined" or that political philosophy was "dead" (Alfred Cobban,
Peter Laslett). Post-behaviouralism (Easton, 1969) demanded relevance and action. Normative theory
revived with John Rawls's A Theory of Justice (1971), followed by debates among liberals, libertarians,
communitarians, feminists and multiculturalists.

Challenges in a globalising world. The state is no longer the sole site of power (global markets,
international institutions, transnational movements); questions of global justice, migration, climate
and human rights cross borders; cultural diversity challenges universal theories; new technologies
raise issues of surveillance and digital democracy; and Western-centric theory is questioned by post-
colonial and non-Western perspectives (including Indian political thought).

TRUTITT: TS Ifdes fagI= ASTiTdeh Stia & We 3T 3837 TR A [Kia &: SFaURuny (59, Afd, Wd=IdT, =),
3T SN 3R ek T e | ASTHITdeh G0 AehT Ul §: o1 g A1iey | AT AT Temai 3R HagR &l
AT AT 8| il TRER 3 6

QTS ST ATEYAF AT [AgIa: AT (Wiel, 3], aled, didh, ) AT AR ATG 59 § Fafed | smgfas
(ITgvaea) FAga: 1950-60 & Gu1eh 6l FATERATE Hifd (ST, TTe): TSI TER I Haaieh X A, Ted-Tard
AT TG, HT-AFTEATH®AT, HILT fasetor, f&gr fHafur 1950 & qere H "IsiHifdeh [Rgl=d & Ua-" &l 969
(i, TEIT) | ITR-HTERATE (T, 1969): TR 3T | TFed il T A1 it Sifeed (1971) & A fagrd &
et

Feftereur i HIfaat: ST AfaRT &1 TRATH g Tol; A A1, TaTd, STadTg 3 AHAIERR & T; Qikhiae [afaedr;
TR 3R fefStea dend=; ufam-ahigd fagra & SR-siufafe us

3 Democracy / dlehds

6 of 9 papers. Democracy as a form of government (Jun 2022); three types of democracy (Jun 2023); historical
background or genesis of democracy (Dec 2023, Dec 2024, Dec 2025); the liberal democratic state (Jun 2024).

History. Direct democracy in ancient Athens (5th century BCE), limited to free adult male citizens; the
Roman republic; medieval checks on monarchy (Magna Carta, 1215); the English Revolution and the
Bill of Rights (1689); the American (1776) and French (1789) revolutions with ideas of popular
sovereignty and rights; the gradual extension of suffrage through the 19th and 20th centuries to
workers, women and colonised peoples; and post-1945 and post-1989 waves of democratisation
(Samuel Huntington's "third wave").

Types and models. (1) Direct or participatory democracy (Rousseau, Athens; today referendums,
gram sabhas, participatory budgeting). (2) Liberal representative democracy: elected representatives,
constitutionalism, rights, rule of law, separation of powers. (3) Elitist democracy: Joseph Schumpeter
(Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy, 1942) saw democracy as a method in which elites compete for the
people's vote. (4) Pluralist democracy: power dispersed among competing groups; Dahl's "polyarchy".
(5) Deliberative democracy: legitimacy comes from reasoned public debate (Jiirgen Habermas, John
Rawls). (6) Marxist or people's democracy: liberal democracy as bourgeois rule; true democracy
requires economic equality. C. B. Macpherson identified four models of liberal democracy: protective,
developmental, equilibrium and participatory.
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Liberal democratic state. Features: free and fair elections with universal adult suffrage; multi-party
competition; constitutional limits on government; fundamental rights and civil liberties; independent
judiciary and rule of law; free press and civil society; a market economy with private property, often
with welfare provisions. Critiques: Marxists (formal equality hides class power), elitists (rule by
elites), feminists (exclusion of women's concerns), and communitarians (excessive individualism).

Assessment as a form of government. Strengths: legitimacy through consent, protection of rights,
peaceful change of government, accountability, political education, and accommodation of diversity.
Weaknesses: majoritarianism, slow decision-making, influence of money and media, populism and
low-quality participation.

FRTH: T U &l U dldha (531 9l 3.9, Hhacl Was YW ANTIER); AH TURSH; J Sief (1215); s
ANYRR-TT (1689); 3T (1776) 3R FiAHT (1789) ThifadT; HATHhR o shitieh [ATdR; 1945 3R 1989 & €18
NhSRIUT Sl Tae (BfeTTe ol "l @ee") |

UHR 3T Hige: (1) T&T AT gHRl (F4T; THHT T, ITH T1); (2) SR il (Faffra wfafafe, dfaumare,
ATHR); (3) ATASTAATS (Y, 1942: SATHSHI 1 Al o fg ufereae); (4) Tgerardt (ST 1 "aga=t"); (5) fameft
(g9eFTE, Acw); (6) ATFIATE AT ST WAl | ARHEH oh TR Higdl: U, [dhdTaTe, dqa-, TgHmi

A U, IOTR G 3R hedToT YIG T | SATea-T: HTeRidTdy, SfaTdare), Trard, quemar|

MEA-¥Y & ¥ § qedich: T TeAfd J a1, AT i &, Afaqul Tar-uRkad, Sameea; Jv: Sgaedhdls, 6
v, 4= 3R WHifsan & y9mE, dadyEas |

ANSWER FRAME / 3wR-&u@l
1. Define democracy (rule by the people; procedural and substantive views) / GRSt

2. Historical evolution in stages / Ufaeri&e faswra
3. Types or models, each with a thinker / YR 3R faaRe

4. Critiques / ST@E=Tq
5. Indian example and conclusion / YRdT IaTe0T R Fews

4 Liberalism, libertarianism and the welfare state / 3gRdTg, WeSTdEIg 4R
HATUThRY I59

6 of 9 papers. Neo-liberalism and the welfare state (Jun 2022); liberalism and "the government that governs least" (Dec
2022); individualism (Dec 2022 note); liberalism, the liberal democratic state and libertarianism (Jun 2024); liberalism,
meaning and characteristics (Dec 2024); liberalism, welfare state, libertarianism (Jun 2025); classical liberalism, welfare
state, libertarianism (Jun 2026).

Classical liberalism (17th-19th centuries). Core values: the individual as the basic unit
(individualism), natural rights to life, liberty and property (John Locke), limited government by
consent, rule of law, toleration, and free markets (Adam Smith's "invisible hand"; laissez-faire). The
state is a "night-watchman" that protects rights and contracts; the slogan that the best government
governs least expresses this view. Jeremy Bentham's utilitarianism and J. S. Mill's On Liberty (1859),
with its harm principle, extended liberalism.
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Modern or welfare liberalism. From the late 19th century, T. H. Green, L. T. Hobhouse and later J. M.
Keynes argued that freedom requires positive conditions (education, health, security), so the state
must intervene to remove obstacles. This produced the welfare state: social insurance, public health
and education, labour protection and redistributive taxation, consolidated in Britain after the
Beveridge Report (1942). Critiques of the welfare state: from the New Right, it creates dependency,
bureaucracy and fiscal crisis and reduces liberty; from the left, it only manages capitalism's
contradictions; others note its retrenchment since the 1980s.

Neo-liberalism. From the 1970s-80s (Friedrich Hayek, Milton Friedman; Thatcher and Reagan
governments), it revived free-market ideas: deregulation, privatisation, tax cuts, reduced welfare, free
trade and global capital mobility (the "Washington Consensus"). Critics link it to rising inequality and
financial crises.

Libertarianism. Robert Nozick (Anarchy, State, and Utopia, 1974) argued for a minimal state limited to
protection against force, theft and fraud and enforcement of contracts. His entitlement theory holds
that a distribution is just if holdings were acquired justly, transferred justly, or rectified; redistributive
taxation is "on a par with forced labour" because it violates self-ownership. Libertarians oppose
welfare-state redistribution. Critique: ignores historical injustice and unequal starting points; treats
property rights as absolute.

Y ITRATE (1731-1991 TY): Al oA 3FIS (ATdTg), Stad, TaadT AR FUI o UTpiden TSR (i), Teard
T TETRA HHHd TIRR, I BT TG, ST, Tord aToTR (TSH e Fedaly) | I8 "E-Tad"; "gad ! TWHR 98
ST T R QT R T 3fS Y e T 81 S o1 uAIfIaTaTg 3R et @6 $i fasd (1859), i g

ST AT FHEATUTRI IRATE: <1, T, W, Eaersy iR hi: Wd=dT & v g uRffadt (e, e, Jram)
TTMRT, 3TTT AT T G&AATT | UTRUTT: HedToTehTel Ied, fae § Safest RUie (1942) & 91| STeira-T: Aa-gfaoray: fAfar,
e, forita Hene; amde: dSitaTe o fafdreT &1 yae= a7 |

TEITRATE: 1970-80 & & H (BT, TIsh; o 3R W) fafeme-gfa, fsfientor, &R wdidl, wearor 3 &, Jad
MR ("aTiiTeT TeAfd") | STera-T: dedt TTHHAT 3R o< dahe |

TWDBTAAATG: e ATH (1974): AR ToT; THa FAgI-a: =AYt 315, =AraYUf gEIia0l, oR; TAddRuTHR! 3 -
@A I Ieate | SATATEHT: VfTeTiees =T SR FHAT [EATT i U |

ANSWER FRAME / 3d3-&ul@Il
1. Define the ideology and its historical context / TR 3R Tgsf

2. Core principles with key thinkers /H’\(‘rrf@\—a"lr—d IR fAeRs

3. Its stages (classical — welfare — neo-liberal) or its contrast (libertarian vs welfare) / w01 a1 gt
4. Critiques from left and right / 3Te==Tq

5. Indian relevance (post-1991 reforms, welfare schemes) / YR IrdifeRar
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5 Liberty, equality and justice / @d=dT, 9T 3R =A™

6 of 9 papers. Rawls's theory of justice (Jun 2022, Dec 2023, Dec 2024); equality in contemporary societies (Dec 2022);
justice (Jun 2023; Dec 2025 note); positive or negative liberty (Dec 2023); equality vs inequality and political equality (Dec
2023 notes); contemporary debates on liberty (Dec 2025); equality (Dec 2025 note).

Liberty. Isaiah Berlin ("Two Concepts of Liberty", 1958): negative liberty is freedom from interference
by others; positive liberty is self-mastery and the capacity to act on one's rational will, which can be
abused when the state claims to know people's "true" interests. Contemporary debates: J. S. Mill's
harm principle; republican liberty as non-domination (Philip Pettit): one is unfree if someone can
arbitrarily interfere, even if they do not; liberals vs communitarians on whether liberty presupposes
community; and liberty vs security in the age of surveillance.

Equality. Not identical treatment but the absence of unjustified privilege. Types: natural vs social
inequality (Rousseau); legal and political equality (equality before law, one person one vote); equality
of opportunity (fair chances, including affirmative action); equality of outcome or condition;
economic equality. R. H. Tawney (Equality, 1931) argued that liberty is impossible without some
equality; Amartya Sen asked "equality of what?" and proposed capabilities. Relation to liberty:
liberals once saw them in tension; modern theorists see them as complementary.

Rawls's theory of justice. In A Theory of Justice (1971), justice is "fairness". Rational people in an
original position behind a veil of ignorance (not knowing their class, talents, gender or conception of
the good) would choose two principles: (1) equal basic liberties for all; (2) social and economic
inequalities are allowed only if they are attached to offices open to all under fair equality of
opportunity and benefit the least advantaged (the difference principle). The first principle has lexical
priority. Critiques: Robert Nozick (redistribution violates rights); communitarians (Michael Sandel,
Michael Walzer, Alasdair MacIntyre: the "unencumbered self" ignores community and shared
meanings); feminists (Susan Okin: justice within the family is ignored); and Amartya Sen (The Idea of
Justice, 2009: focus on removing actual injustices and on capabilities rather than ideal institutions).

TAAAT: et (1958): THRIEE WAl eEqad I HforT; ThRIETEh Wdadl ATH-W@THE, Free EuanT &l ¥l ¢l
THHTCA qed: e 1 i Hgi=; Ufee i TUTdsaTe) Tasian: T & qia; IaRATE a1 Taradrs; Fe & i &
TAAT SATH e

FHAT: GHH HdgR e, Agfad [AANTERR 1 79T | YhR: WTeh{deh a1 FrTioish (F41), BT X AT (B &
AL T, Teh A Ueh die), 3adR ! GHFAT (HhRIcTSh HRATE died), TRumT $H FHrar, snfefes gamarn St
(1931): GHMAT o fo-T TadIdT STEYE; 30 I "fehdeh! IHMar?", & |

o ot = RAgra (1971): =g "Feaerar &1 qo A & s & v & i arfdhes @i & f&grea g (1) Taa fag
A AN DA, (2) THEISI-3A1S FTAar a+ Wit 56 9 a6 6l feaet THar o 91 g6 oy ol val
ST Bl 3R Fad dfTdl ol e < (iR Fhgrea) | vee [Rigi=d it wrefiehar | AtelrgT: Hifeieh, SarEdare (ded, dieer,
AfheraR), AT (9 3ifer), e I (2009) |
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ANSWER FRAME (RAWLS) / 393-®g3&@ET (F)

1. Context: revival of normative theory, critique of utilitarianism / ¥gs
2. Original position and veil of ignorance / 7a f&Ifq 3R 3= &1 uat

3. Two principles and lexical priority /& frgr 3R yrifwesar

4. Critiques: Nozick, communitarians, feminists, Sen / G IGIECIIY

5. Relevance: welfare state, reservations in India / WTdfTesar

6 Nationalism / 3rgarg

6 of 9 papers. Nationalism and contemporary developments (Dec 2022); two theories of nationalism (Jun 2023); note on
nationalism (Jun 2024, Jun 2026); rise and growth (Dec 2024); define and explain (Jun 2025).

Meaning. Nationalism is the ideology and movement holding that the nation, a community bound by
shared culture, history, language or political will, should be the basis of political loyalty and ideally
have its own state. Rise and growth: it emerged in the late 18th century with the French Revolution
(popular sovereignty), spread through 19th-century European unifications (Italy, Germany) and
national revivals, drove anti-colonial movements in Asia and Africa in the 20th century, and shaped
the break-up of empires and of the Soviet Union.

Theories. (1) Primordialist: nations are ancient, natural communities based on kinship, language and
religion. (2) Modernist: nations are modern products. Ernest Gellner (Nations and Nationalism, 1983):
industrial society needs a shared, standardised high culture spread by mass education, so nationalism
creates nations; Benedict Anderson (Imagined Communities, 1983): nations are "imagined" through
print capitalism; Eric Hobsbawm: nations rely on "invented traditions". (3) Ethno-symbolist (Anthony
D. Smith): modern nations build on older ethnic myths, memories and symbols. Types: civic (based
on citizenship and shared political values) vs ethnic (based on descent and culture); liberal,
conservative, expansionist and anti-colonial nationalism.

Contemporary developments. Globalisation was expected to weaken nationalism, but it has revived:
secessionist movements (Catalonia, Scotland), ethno-nationalist conflicts, right-wing populist
nationalism in many democracies, economic nationalism and trade protectionism, and debates over
migration and citizenship. In India, the debate between composite, civic nationalism (Nehru, Gandhi)
and cultural nationalism continues.

31ef: TEATE T FRURT 3R Sticier € S AT € 1% g, Tren Gepfa, sfaerd, s At Aeifaes gt & S gqem,
ToTifaen fIST T 3TTeR 21 3R STehT 70T oY 81| 32 3R e 184 9t & sid # widie swifa 4; 19491 Tt § geett ik
ST o TehlaheuT; 2091 & H UIRIAT 371X STYRIET o IUARTaTe-TaRd STigie; TTaTsdl 3R Tiddd U9 &l faued |

Rgr=a: (1) snfemard: A Wi, WTehfae T (2) ATegeharardl: TerR (1983): e THIS &l HHehigd 3o
GEHI TMMeY, FTICIY APATE AL ST §; SHfeae TSI (1983): HEUT Ysiarg & "awicdd THe™"; Bfeda: "sfashd
RO | (3) JeTfa-efterardl (ot faver): smefaes g qem frerent ofi vedient R | wer: AnTies 99 Joirdi; 3aR,
Ffeardl, fawarardl, SufasmEre-fadref |

THFHTA [AT: AT & FTasjg ITeH: JAdhamaral G, Jodid 9o, Sfauret diemqyrad Tgar, s
PATE, T R 968 | WA H GHY AR AFATE (6, TiElt) HR Hi&hiden AgaTg 6 94|
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7 Multiculturalism / ag&epfaang

6 of 9 papers. What is multiculturalism (Jun 2022); multiculturalism-liberalism interface (Jun 2023); delineate it (Jun 2024);
its critique (Dec 2024); characteristics (Jun 2025); meaning (Jun 2026).

Meaning. Multiculturalism is both a fact (cultural diversity within a society) and a normative position
that the state should recognise and accommodate cultural groups rather than assimilate them.
Thinkers: Will Kymlicka (Multicultural Citizenship, 1995) defended group-differentiated rights within
liberalism: self-government rights for national minorities, polyethnic rights for immigrant groups (for
example, exemptions for religious dress), and special representation rights; he argued that cultural
membership gives the context for meaningful individual choice. Charles Taylor ("The Politics of
Recognition", 1992) argued that misrecognition harms identity, so equal dignity requires recognition
of difference. Bhikhu Parekh (Rethinking Multiculturalism, 2000) argued for intercultural dialogue.
Characteristics: recognition of diversity, minority rights, a pluralist idea of citizenship, rejection of
forced assimilation, and accommodation in law and policy.

Liberalism-multiculturalism interface. Liberalism's individual rights and neutrality can be blind to
cultural disadvantage; multiculturalists such as Kymlicka reconcile the two by grounding group rights
in individual autonomy, but they reject "internal restrictions" that let groups oppress their own
members.

Critique. Brian Barry (Culture and Equality, 2001): group rights undermine equal citizenship and
distract from economic inequality; feminists (Susan Okin, "Is Multiculturalism Bad for Women?",
1999): cultural rights may protect patriarchal practices; others argue it can freeze identities and
fragment national solidarity. India has a long multicultural practice: minority educational rights
(Articles 29-30), personal laws, linguistic states and Sixth Schedule autonomy.

aref: SgEEpiaare aA Wt § (Al fafaudn) iR A gfe oft (5T Aipias Tl i ATCTAT I o ToII A=Al
3R T 2) | faare: faa et (1995): 3aRam & Hidk Ge-fafe sifter: TEa seudEres & iy @, yart
Tl & g aggendia AfgeR, fad afaffae; dred 3er (1992): Aaar & Tewita; g TRE (2000): aR-HiEHids
Harg| fasieard: fafaear s AT, SeqsEe SAfeR, Tgaaral AT, ST ATHHTARIOT T -

IERATE & e IRATE Sl AfTFaTd TR 3R TCEAAT i HRUT TEhideh do-T 3 el o Tt fommferent T9g Rt
% HfRIT TEAAT 9 SI18d &, U T gRT A0+ el W "sAidRes Uidaei" &l FeaiehR &d gl

JTATEAT: STA 93 (2001): A ARTRAAT HAAR Bl 6; o Mo (1999): Hikhldeh ATUHR fUgadicss Temelt sl s=1
Tohd §; TEdTI ol [T | WRA: TS 29-30, ATHRRA HIH, HIHTS T, BT ATGT|
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Part B— Regularly asked topics

8 Rights and duties / 3if9¥eR 3HR e

5 of 9 papers. Inter-relationship of duties and rights (Jun 2022); types of duties and their implications (Dec 2022); meaning
of rights (Dec 2023, Dec 2025); meaning and significance of rights (Dec 2024).

Rights are justified claims, recognised by society and usually protected by law, that enable individuals
to develop and live with dignity. Theories: natural rights (Locke: life, liberty, property, prior to the
state); legal rights (Bentham called natural rights "nonsense"; rights are created by law); social-welfare
theory (rights exist for social good); historical theory; Marxist critique (bourgeois rights protect
property); and human rights after the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948). Types: civil,
political, economic, social and cultural; individual and group rights; negative (freedom from) and
positive (entitlement to). Duties: moral and legal duties; duties to the state (obey laws, pay taxes,
defend the nation), to society and to others; India added Fundamental Duties (Article 51A) through
the 42nd Amendment (1976). Relationship: rights and duties are correlative: one person's right implies
others' duty to respect it, and enjoying rights implies the duty to respect others' rights; Gandhi
stressed that rights flow from duties well performed. Implications: duties sustain the social order that
makes rights possible, but an over-emphasis on duties can justify authoritarianism.

AfFR 3 =TI o € S8 TSt AT=IaT ST € SR U I TRET0T 4T &, dlfeh safar et & St Tk | f&gr=a: Wafae
(STeR), T (o), TR Shedol, Vidgliee, Aerddral ATdraT, 3R 1948 i Qi SIvuT & a1g AHaneeR|
UHT: AR, STITdeh, AT, ATHTTh, Hiehidh; AfFNTd JR AHfadwh; THRIGTH AR THRIHE | FHded: Al i
I 59, THIS 3R ORI o Ufd; RA # Hifel dded (s 51A, 4241 SITEE 1976) | Ga4: ARHR iR wdd
Hegaeh &; et & AR AfRR Hell-Hifd AT 77 swdedi ¥ fedd €1 wdedi IR AAfEe JR Trarg Sl 3Rd oa gehar
H

9 Citizenship and civil society / AFTReRAT 3R ANTR® AT

4 of 9 papers. Civil society and its relationship with the state (Jun 2023, Dec 2023, Dec 2025); perspectives on citizenship
(Jun 2023); Marxist concept of citizenship (Dec 2023); notion of citizenship (Dec 2024); civil society in democracy (Dec
2024); significance of citizenship (Dec 2025).

Citizenship is full membership of a political community, with rights, duties and participation.
Perspectives: (1) liberal: a status of equal rights, especially T. H. Marshall's civil, political and social
rights (1950); (2) republican or civic: active participation and civic virtue; (3) communitarian:
belonging to a community with shared values; (4) Marxist: formal political equality masks class
inequality (see topic 1); (5) feminist: traditional citizenship assumed a male public sphere and ignored
care work; (6) multicultural or differentiated citizenship (Iris Marion Young, Kymlicka); (7) global or
cosmopolitan citizenship. Significance: it defines who belongs, grounds rights and representation,
and is contested in debates on migration and nationality laws.

Civil society is the sphere between family and state where people associate voluntarily. Thinkers:
Hegel saw it as the sphere of particular interests and market relations, to be reconciled by the
universal state; Marx saw it as bourgeois society of private interests; Tocqueville saw voluntary
associations as schools of democracy; Gramsci saw it as the site of hegemony and counter-hegemony.
Relationship with the state: it limits state power and holds it accountable, mediates between citizens
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and the state, and supplies legitimacy; but it depends on a state that guarantees rights, and it can
reproduce inequality. In India, Neera Chandhoke has written on state and civil society; Partha
Chatterjee distinguishes civil society from "political society" of the poor.

ARTREAT TSIk THEA hl UT Taedl 8: AURR, dded AR AHiigRT | aikied: IqR (. 1. Aefd, 1950: TATie,
ST deh, HHTSR SfARR); TUTSETE (Afsha wrfer, TiRes HguT); Gaaara); Hrerfardl; Aard (S@ret wrf &t
I0eTT); TguIEia AT [ANfed (smefva afvam o, frmferan); afe AmRean

AT FHTST URAR 3R I & SHa Wies Te- &1 & | faares: g (fers fRdl ok s & &9, g aa=ag
T AT 8), AT ([T THIST), Sepide (FIehd s el UTGITET), TR (T 3R Uid-a<eq) | Tee § Haer: I &l Al
I WA 3R STATaeg FHTAT &, AN 3R AT & 19 HAY 7; UR ATYHRRI bl I&TT i aTel Iod R R 81 9Ra 7 -7
<aieh 3R Uref Fesit e "RASTHIfde TET"|

10 Conservatism, fundamentalism and fascism / ®fedare, ehgeare 3R wrilaE

4 of 9 papers. Burke as a conservative thinker (Dec 2022); conservatism (Jun 2024, Jun 2026); characteristics of
fundamentalism (Jun 2024, Jun 2025, Jun 2026); fascism and its principles (Jun 2024, Jun 2025, Jun 2026).

Conservatism. Edmund Burke (Reflections on the Revolution in France, 1790) is its founder. Core ideas:
respect for tradition, custom and inherited institutions, which embody the wisdom of generations;
human imperfection and the limits of abstract reason; society as an organic whole and a partnership
between the dead, the living and the unborn; property and hierarchy as sources of stability; and
gradual reform rather than revolution ("change in order to conserve"). Later forms: paternalist "one
nation" conservatism, and the New Right combining free markets with social conservatism
(Thatcher). Michael Oakeshott stressed practical knowledge over rationalist planning.

Fundamentalism. The term originated with early 20th-century American Protestants who defended
the "fundamentals" of the faith. Characteristics: literal or authoritative reading of sacred texts; a claim
to return to the original, pure form of the faith; rejection of secularism and moral relativism;
politicisation of religion and a demand that religious law shape public life; a sharp us-versus-them
identity; and, paradoxically, skilled use of modern organisation and media. It is a modern reaction to
modernity, found in many religions.

Fascism. Emerged in Italy (Mussolini came to power in 1922) and in Nazi Germany (1933). Principles:
extreme nationalism and the nation or race as the highest value; the totalitarian state that controls
every sphere of life; the leader principle and cult of personality; rejection of liberalism, democracy
and individualism; anti-communism; glorification of violence, war and action over reason;
corporatism (organising capital and labour under state control); and, in Nazism, biological racism
and antisemitism, leading to the Holocaust.

Ffeara: TeHs 9 (1790) HTUS | Hd faar: TRt iR favrad & fel Seenst &1 e, A1dig sguidr 3R $7d deh ol
HIHTT; AT Ueh ATadat SYUT; Fufr R USHeRH fRIRAT o Fid; hifd & Sold shide U | 915 & $0: "I g Fedrs,
3R Ta-gfQUTd (oI SR + AT SgdTe, S9R); feheitel

FHEATG: 65 2091 Tl o AR & AT Tewee! U | ARIward: efiel S Mfeaen SATEAT; 4 o qd, G €U I aradT &1
AT, YHTARUSTAT o fade; 4w T TSTHITAHeT; "gH -9 9" hl UgdT; ATYfHdh TTo- 3R HIfSaT 1 eIl IuaiT| T8
TR &t smyfAe wfaferar 21
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RIHETG: Feel (HIfe, 1922) 3R TSt ST (1933) | Fgra: 37 Tgaie; Safiaesrart Te; Jar fag; 3araT,
Wehd 3R AfFarg o1 fadry; araTe-faRty; e ok gg o1 afeamie; femare; Treiar & Sifae Tearg 3R Jgd-fad,
Srger aliomy ettt

11 Feminism / 9_lda1E

4 of 9 papers. Feminist position on public vs private (Jun 2022); origin of the term and types of feminism (Dec 2022);
feminism and its forms (Dec 2024); the sex—gender distinction (Jun 2025).

Origin and waves. The word came into use in 19th-century France and spread with the women's
movement. First wave (19th-early 20th century): legal rights and suffrage (Mary Wollstonecraft's A
Vindication of the Rights of Woman, 1792; J. S. Mill's The Subjection of Women, 1869). Second wave (1960s-
80s): equality at work, sexuality, family and the body (Simone de Beauvoir's The Second Sex, 1949; Betty
Friedan's The Feminine Mystique, 1963). Third wave and after: diversity, intersectionality and global
feminisms.

Types. Liberal: equal rights and opportunities through legal reform. Marxist and socialist: women's
oppression rooted in capitalism and the household division of labour. Radical: patriarchy is the root
system of oppression, including in sexuality and family (Kate Millett's Sexual Politics, 1970). Black
feminism and intersectionality: gender interacts with race and class (Kimberlé Crenshaw coined
"intersectionality", 1989). Post-modern and post-structural: gender as discourse and performance
(Judith Butler, Gender Trouble, 1990). Eco-feminism links domination of women and nature. In India,
Dalit feminism adds caste.

Public vs private. Liberal theory separated the public sphere (politics, law, the economy) from the
private sphere (family), treating the latter as outside justice. Feminists argued that "the personal is
political" (a slogan of the 1960s-70s women's movement): power, violence and unpaid labour within
the family are political issues, and the division keeps women out of public life.

Sex-gender distinction. Sex refers to biological differences; gender to the social roles and meanings
attached to them (Ann Oakley, Sex, Gender and Society, 1972). Beauvoir's argument that one becomes,
rather than is born, a woman underlies this. The distinction shows that gender inequality is social and
changeable. Later theorists such as Butler questioned whether "sex" itself is purely natural.

IFH IR E8: Uo7 1991 Fal o il # Fafcid gaTT| Tgelt eTad: F! AHR HR AdTEER (Feveshire, 1792; e,
1869) | THI WEX (1960-80): FH, FifehdT, URAR (I & S18AR, 1949; S5t e, 1963) | dEsl @a: fafdedr 3R
SiafawTSTeharl

YT IGRATS (FIHT IR & TAM ATIHR); AIFHaTSt-FHTarer (Gsiiarg i w¥e] sm-fasmem) ; 39 (fUgen 9o e
e fieie, 1970); T ATHETE SR SafdISTaRar (Sheif, 1989); ITR-3MYF (S Teek, 1990); Ui ARIETS;
RA § gferd g |

Trdsti-eh a9 fAsit: IR g = G- &7 i [t (TRaR) F 37T foham| Ardartedt 5 el "fdaTd it Ieifden
2" aRar # wiferd, & 3R srddfes s Tstifaes 48 81

ol (Ta) -SieT Ag: T Sifadh JAd; SIeT 374 el AT HHTS 3 379 (T iehett, 1972); T3AR T deh fob TAT
ST T8l eIl 918 STl & | 3HY Ul TeldT & foh SisT SAFHAT QT AR URad-ie ¢ geer = "gaa" & i quia:
TTepfh & TR U 3ordT|
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Part C — Backup topics

12 Sovereignty, power, legitimacy and autonomy / S9dr, 2Afaa, derdr iR Wra=rar

3 of 9 papers. Pluralistic view of sovereignty (Jun 2023 note); Austin's sovereignty (Dec 2023); development of
sovereignty (Dec 2025); autonomy (Dec 2023, Dec 2025); legitimacy and power (Dec 2025); causes of political violence
(Jun 2023 note).

Sovereignty. Supreme, final legal authority within a territory. Development: Jean Bodin (1576) defined
it as absolute and perpetual power; Thomas Hobbes placed it in an absolute sovereign created by
social contract; Rousseau located it in the general will of the people (popular sovereignty). John
Austin's monistic theory (1832): sovereignty belongs to a determinate human superior who receives
habitual obedience from the bulk of society and is not in the habit of obeying anyone else; law is the
sovereign's command. Critiques: in democracies, sovereignty is not located in one determinate
person; it ignores custom and public opinion. Pluralist critique (Harold Laski, J. N. Figgis): the state is
one association among many (churches, unions, communities), so sovereignty is divided. Today:
internal and external sovereignty are both qualified by federalism, international law, global
institutions and globalisation.

Power and legitimacy. Power is the ability to get others to act as one wishes (Weber), exercised
through force, influence or control of agendas (Lukes's three dimensions). Legitimacy is the belief that
power is rightful; it turns power into authority. Weber's three bases are traditional, charismatic and
legal-rational. Jiirgen Habermas warned of a "legitimation crisis" when the state cannot meet
expectations. Power without legitimacy relies on coercion and is unstable; legitimacy without power
is ineffective.

Autonomy. Self-rule: the capacity to govern oneself by one's own reasons and values. Kant saw moral
autonomy as giving oneself the moral law through reason; liberal theory sees personal autonomy as a
core value grounding rights; feminists propose "relational autonomy" shaped by social relations;
politically, autonomy also refers to regional or group self-government (for example, autonomous
councils under India's Sixth Schedule).

Political violence (causes). Relative deprivation (Ted Gurr's Why Men Rebel, 1970); blocked channels of
participation; ethnic, religious or class grievances; state repression; ideology; and weak institutions.

Tyyar: ot g # wdfem, sifaw it o fera: S (1576), 2, T (i Tws[d) | e T Uwaare

g (1832): TWdT Ueh FfAd A-dia 98 & &, [Heht THIS 1 98T HNT AT UTe- il & AR Sl @ fehelt &l arer
el T, B HUY T AT & | AT TAehds § AT el Teh saferd § 781 | Sgerard Srelta (b, fhiiE): g
e Tl 7 F Uh | 37T HUATG, TSR B R IR0 I Soe[ar HHq|

Qiferer Y qerar: Aferd gERl & 37U 30T SHTHR H1d A hl &HAT (JR); YT o T R | et g fasarg fob afer
3faa 2; T v &l T F9TdT 8 3R & i STTHR | BT ol "JedT Gehe''|

WATAT: W-ATE: AT HROT IR el & W Sl AT e ol &TFT; T i deh TAIaT; AIara] "Heeue
AT AT e H &1 AT THg QAT (ST ) |

TSI TEET & HIROT: AT T (S8 TR, 1970), HRIGRT & AaSg A1, Jolld[I-4THe-aiia fRIemad, I8 &,
TIaRYRT, FHWR |
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13 Gandhi: satyagraha and passive resistance / itfl: Gaanrg iR Afeha ufa=ty

2 of 9 papers. Gandhian concept of satyagraha (Dec 2022); Gandhian concept of "passive resistance" (Jun 2023).

Satyagraha means "holding firmly to truth" or "truth-force" (soul-force). Developed by Gandhi in South
Africa from 1906 and used in India (Champaran 1917, Non-Cooperation, the Salt March of 1930).
Principles: truth (satya) and non-violence (ahimsa); self-suffering rather than inflicting suffering; love
for the opponent and the aim of converting, not defeating, him; openness and discipline; and
readiness to accept punishment. Forms: non-cooperation, civil disobedience, fasting, hartal and
boycott. Satyagraha vs passive resistance: Gandhi distinguished them. Passive resistance, as he
described it, was a weapon of the weak, adopted for expediency, possibly hiding hatred and
compatible with violence if the chance arose; satyagraha is a weapon of the strong, based on love and
inner conviction, excluding violence in all circumstances. Relevance: it inspired the US civil rights
movement (Martin Luther King Jr.) and anti-apartheid struggles; critics question its effectiveness
against ruthless regimes.

HATE 1 37 "I W q¢ " AT "ATH-I" &1 e ¥ 1906 F fayor sTghrent 7 faenfera foram ofi wia 7 T ferar
(FUROT 1917, 3T, el AT 1930) | Rigr=a: T 3 sifean; ol &l 8 37 & ol @d & Fer; e & ufa 3
3R I &I & TN g&T-URAdT; GeATa 3R SAT; <8 THBR e hl a1 | T2 ST, Qi 3TaaT, IUaT,
FSATC, TESHR | TATIE S [TShT UfaRie: el o AR Hishd UiaRie o 1 &R €, T & g = STl ¢,
ITH gUTT &1 Gehall & AR e i W féar off; g seam o gl €, U9 3R stidRie faure w smaia, & @fa 4
e | FTEfitear: HféT qer foh iR Trag-falredt gud|
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Questions are summarised in a few words, not quoted. Sources: IGNOU question-paper archive (2022-2024) and
ignou.ac.in (2024-2026).

Session / @3

Section |

Section I

Jun 2022

Dec 2022

Jun 2023

Dec 2023

Jun 2024

Dec 2024

Jun 2025

Dec 2025

Jun 2026
(400 words)

Features of modern political theory; democracy
as a form of government; Rawls's theory of
justice; neo-liberalism; duties and rights

Theory vs philosophy vs science; equality today;
types of duties; nationalism today; notes:
democratic socialism, individualism

Modern political theory; three types of
democracy; justice; Marxist and non-Marxist
power; notes: pluralist sovereignty, causes of
political violence

Modern political theory; history of democracy;
rights; positive or negative liberty; notes: equality
vs inequality, political equality

Liberalism; liberal democratic state;
libertarianism; class war; notes: Lukacs on
dialectical materialism, socialism

What is political theory; history of democracy;
rights; liberalism; rise of nationalism

Liberalism; welfare state; libertarianism;
historical materialism; Gramsci's hegemony

Political theory; genesis of democracy; rights;
debates on liberty; notes: equality, justice

Classical liberalism; welfare state; libertarianism;
surplus value; notes: Gramsci's hegemony,
socialism

Gramsci on base and superstructure; the welfare
state; feminism on public vs private;
multiculturalism; challenges in a globalising
world

Gandhi's satyagraha; liberalism and minimal
government; Lenin on imperialism; origin and
types of feminism; Burke as a conservative

Civil society and the state; Gandhi's passive
resistance; multiculturalism and liberalism;
theories of nationalism; perspectives on
citizenship

Rawls; autonomy; Marxist citizenship; Austin's
sovereignty; civil society

Conservatism; fundamentalism; nationalism,;
multiculturalism; fascism

Rawls; multiculturalism and its critique;
citizenship; forms of feminism; civil society in
democracy

Fundamentalism; nationalism; multiculturalism;
fascism; sex-gender distinction

Autonomy; citizenship; sovereignty; state and
civil society; legitimacy and power

Conservatism; fundamentalism; nationalism;
multiculturalism; principles of fascism

Honesty notes. These notes were written from standard political-theory sources, not copied from
IGNOU blocks; check names and dates against your IGNOU study material if a detail matters. Exam

trends describe past papers and do not guarantee future questions.

FAMRRT Aiie: & I A AsiHiTdeh (g Jrdl 9 o 7Y &, IGNOU wifeh 9 ehd el | o8 U THusil &l 9u &, Hiae

& IR TR
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