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How MPS-002 is set

Every paper had two sections of five questions; students answer five, with at least two from each
section, in about 500 words each. Short-notes questions (two notes of 10 marks) appeared in most
papers since December 2024. Section I usually covers theories and the post-Cold War order; Section II
covers terrorism, ethnicity, technology, nuclear issues and the great powers.

B UHS B Ura-uta Ueli o & 9T 9 Ut TR, &Y 9T & hH-T-ahF g, TRTHT 500 g H | fogmar 2024 T arferepier werasi &
wfgred fewafordt (10-10 3ie) ATE 1 9T I H U [gea 3R i giar HaeT; 90T I1 § ATdhdlg, TollaiadT, dehmidh, TTHTI]
& 3R FeRIfaar|

Recent papers repeat heavily: the neo-liberal and realist approaches, the IMF and World Bank,
challenges to the nation-state, the global fight against terrorism, the USA's post-Cold War challenges,
China's rise, science and technology, transnational religious movements and self-determination each
came back two to four times.

BT S U Fgd QIedd 6: 99-3&R AR FUrefardt JunTH, IMF 3R fasg de, rg-asar ot M, strderarg & fasg afes g,
STAReRT <l AT, T o1 35, Tae 3R dariien, TRRTEI eTfies aTiaia 3R AT |

The trend at a glance / ¢ Qeh A9k #

Papers (of 9) /

Topic / eifuew Sessions / 9
uHaT
Post-Cold War order: USA, China, India, nation-state / &fia@ G °/9 Every paper
ﬂ@ TR AT
Theories and approaches / &g 3R 3urm GEEN 3/9  All except Jun 24
Global political economy / 3fe Tifdes sreferawen G 3/9  All except Dec 25
Ethnicity, self-determination, diaspora, religion /< o, G /0 Jun 23, Dec 23, Dec 24, Dec 25,
AR Jun 26
Environment and development / GafaRur 3R faera T E Dec 22, Dec 23, Jun 25, Dec 25,
Jun 26
Science and technology / faa 3R deieh T RE Jun 22, Dec 22, Jun 24, Dec 24,
Dec 25
Terrorism and intervention / Tdearg R g&I&d 4/9 Dec 22, Dec 23, Dec 24, Jun 26
Human security, justice, human rights / #19d &, = 4/9 Jun 22, Jun 23, Jun 25, Dec 25
Nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament / I3HTI] JYAR 3/9 Jun 24, Jun 25, Jun 26
Regional cooperation / &3 Fgdmmm 3/9 Jun 23, Dec 23, Dec 24

Counts are papers, not questions. The appendix lists every question by session. Figures on current events change;
verify recent developments before quoting them.

Study plan / 3&#a e Topics 1-3 appeared in eight or nine of nine papers and cover most of Section
I. Topics 4-8 supply Section II. Learn 9 and 10 for short notes.
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Part A — Asked in almost every paper

1 The post-Cold War order: USA, China, India and the nation-state / 2fta ggi=R
GiCrs) |

9 of 9 papers. USA: challenges after the Cold War (Dec 2022, Jun 2026), status in the hierarchy of power (Dec 2023),
changing hegemony and role (Jun 2025, Dec 2024 note); China as economic power or superpower (Jun 2022, Jun 2024,
Dec 2025) and military modernisation (Jun 2025 note); New World Order and India (Jun 2023, Jun 2024), India's
challenges (Dec 2024), India's UN Security Council claim (Jun 2024); middle and emerging powers (Jun 2023, Jun 2024);
challenges to the nation-state (Dec 2022, Dec 2024 note, Jun 2026); post-Cold War challenges to peace and global politics
(Dec 2023, Dec 2025); changing world order and New Cold War (Jun 2022, Jun 2025 notes).

From bipolarity to a contested order. The Cold War (1947-1991) was a bipolar contest between the US
and the USSR. Its end produced a unipolar moment of US primacy, announced as a "New World
Order" (President George H. W. Bush, 1990-91), with liberal democracy and markets spreading
(Francis Fukuyama's "end of history" thesis). Since then the order has moved towards multipolarity:
the rise of China, Russia's resurgence, emerging powers (India, Brazil), and non-state threats. Many
now speak of a New Cold War, mainly US-China rivalry in trade, technology and the Indo-Pacific, and
US/Europe-Russia tension after the Ukraine war (2022).

USA: status and challenges. Strengths: the largest military and defence budget, a large economy, the
dollar's reserve role, alliances (NATO, East Asian allies), technological and cultural ("soft") power.
Challenges: the rise of China; terrorism after 9/11 (2001) and costly wars in Afghanistan and Irag;
"imperial overstretch"; the 2008 financial crisis; Russia's challenge; domestic polarisation and retreat
from multilateralism; and declining legitimacy of its hegemony. Debate: decline (relative) vs
continued primacy.

China's rise. Since Deng Xiaoping's reforms (1978), China grew rapidly, joined the WTO (2001), became
the world's second-largest economy (overtaking Japan around 2010) and the largest trading nation.
The Belt and Road Initiative (2013) extends its influence. Military modernisation: large defence
budgets, a blue-water navy, missiles, space and cyber capabilities, and reforms of the People's
Liberation Army from 2015. Whether it is a "superpower" is debated: limits include demographic
ageing, slowing growth, technology restrictions and fewer allies.

India in the new order. India responded with economic reform (1991), the "Look East", later "Act East"
policy, strategic partnerships with the US (the 2008 civil nuclear deal), the Quad, and multi-alignment
while keeping strategic autonomy. Challenges: China (border, trade deficit), Pakistan and cross-
border terrorism, energy security, an unstable neighbourhood, and balancing between powers. UN
Security Council claim: India is the most populous country, a large democracy and economy, a major
troop contributor to UN peacekeeping, and a founding member of the UN; with Brazil, Germany and
Japan (the G4) it seeks permanent seats. Obstacles: opposition from the "Uniting for Consensus" group,
disagreement over the veto, and the need for P5 consent to Charter amendment.

Middle powers vs emerging powers. Middle powers (Canada, Australia, the Netherlands) are
established, mostly Western states with moderate capability that favour multilateralism, mediation
and "niche" diplomacy and support the existing order. Emerging powers (China, India, Brazil, South
Africa, often grouped in BRICS) are rising states whose growing capabilities let them seek greater
influence and reform of global institutions. The idea has "relocated" from Western middle powers to
Southern emerging powers.
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Challenges to the nation-state. Globalisation and mobile capital limit economic sovereignty;
international institutions and law constrain policy; transnational corporations, NGOs and terrorist
networks act across borders; ethnic and secessionist movements challenge unity; migration and
refugees test borders; and global problems (climate change, pandemics, cyber threats) need collective
action. Yet the state remains the central actor, as the response to COVID-19 showed.

feggdiaar & faafea e offd gg (1947-1991) stRe 3R Hifdaa |9 & 19 fggdia ufaeaef o1 39 3id & 9%
STHTERT TYTAT &l Uehydia &T0T, "2 sy aen” (Sl Ud. B, 991, 1990-91), AT &l "glaerd a1 3id" | fhe
TEYATIAT T 3TR: T T 3T, F Bl TS, I Qi R TR-T5T @ak | 37 =141 21 Jg: qaar STRamr-a
vfargfea, 3R Feh Ig (2022) & 1E ¥ F o1 |

TRt Tl Tad SE1 T, T81 AT, STeR, TodeH, [t Urar| JAIfaar: 99 &l 3&7; 9/11 (2001) & a1¢
SATHATE HIR FHAEIH-30e Ig; "AHTSTard! Ad-faEar'”; 2008 &1 fawiy Heve; €9; HAidRes Yaieniur X Iguerans 9
e gel

i T I5A: T RIGTHAIT & GER (1978), WTO (2001), TTHT 2010 & qH TaY T81 Fefeaaey, de< Us U8 (2013)|
T ATEARIEHIOT: T T Foie, 1T, e, sfaikel Ak 9Eay, 2015 ¥ PLA GuR| HH1G: g ardl sgeE, ¢ gig,
SEZiCIRIGELH!

S I H WRA: AT FoR (1991), "Jd I 3R @1 Fh "Jd i 3R ", IferT § W ATSIGRT (2008 TRAT]
GHESAT), TS, IO WAl o e Tg-T@uT| Ittt i, TTerear 3 HAT-UR SATdehaTe, Seil geal, e
TSI | TREAT URNE ITaT: Y Ak SIS, I8T dichad AR refeqaeT, Srifa St & a1 AnTarH, TeIued 96; G4
(STafie, STEHY, ST & TTer) | STemd: "gATEfeT Wi Sdaa” TE, e W THeAtd, P5 & geHfd |

AW T IWTCT Afadt: Teaw QTfcrdl (F1eT, Aregforan) wfid, dgusiara 3 Heaedr &l dwefd; 3wl feadr (I,
R, STSfiet, afaoT 3TihTeRT; BRICS) gt &TdT & 31feieh Wi 3R TTmTd JuR dTedt &1

Y-TT Y FAIfaar: IR, AL G, gL T, NGO 3R 3Tdeh! Headh, Jadhamaral Aiare, Jard, Siadrg
3R A T off W5 hdia ol a1 AT 1

ANSWER FRAME / 3wR-&u@l
1. Context: end of the Cold War and the shift in polarity / da+

2. Position of the actor asked (US, China, India) or concept (middle power) / &df aT JTEROT
3. Strengths, strategies and challenges, with dates / Sfait 3R Tt
4. Debates and differing views (decline, rise, multipolarity) / &d

5. Implications for India and the world / YRa 3R fasg & ferg Ffearet
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2 Theories and approaches / g iR 3Ur™

8 of 9 papers. Realism (Dec 2024, Jun 2025, Dec 2025); neo-liberal approach (Dec 2022, Jun 2026); Marxist and radical
or neo-radical approaches (Jun 2022, Dec 2024, Jun 2025, Jun 2026); feminist approach and critique of realism (Dec
2023, Dec 2024, Dec 2025 note); post-modernism (Jun 2023, Jun 2025); post-colonial theory (Jun 2022; Dec 2025 note);
key concepts (Jun 2022); Gandhi and Tagore as humanists (Dec 2022).

Realism. Classical realists (Thucydides, Machiavelli, Hobbes; E. H. Carr's The Twenty Years' Crisis, 1939;
Hans Morgenthau's Politics Among Nations, 1948) hold that states are the main actors, the system is
anarchic (no world government), states pursue national interest defined in terms of power, and
morality must yield to prudence. Morgenthau's six principles include objective laws rooted in human
nature and the autonomy of the political sphere. Neo-realism (Kenneth Waltz, Theory of International
Politics, 1979) explains behaviour by the structure of the system and the distribution of capabilities;
states seek security, balance against threats, and care about relative gains. Key concepts: power,
security dilemma, balance of power, deterrence.

Neo-liberal approach (neo-liberal institutionalism). Robert Keohane and Joseph Nye (Power and
Interdependence, 1977) described complex interdependence: multiple channels between societies, no
fixed hierarchy of issues, and declining usefulness of force. Keohane (After Hegemony, 1984) argued
that international institutions and regimes reduce transaction costs and uncertainty, so states
cooperate for absolute gains even under anarchy. Related ideas: the democratic peace and economic
interdependence as a source of peace.

Marxist and radical approaches. They see international relations as shaped by global capitalism and
class. Lenin's theory of imperialism; dependency theory (Ratl Prebisch's centre-periphery model,
André Gunder Frank's "development of underdevelopment"); Immanuel Wallerstein's world-systems
theory (core, semi-periphery, periphery); Johan Galtung's structural theory of imperialism; and
critical theory (Robert Cox: theory is always for someone and for some purpose; Gramscian
hegemony at the world level). Main assumptions: economic structures shape politics, inequality
between North and South is systemic, and states serve dominant class interests.

Feminist approaches. They reveal how IR's concepts (power, security, the state) are gendered. J. Ann
Tickner reformulated Morgenthau's principles from a feminist view, and Cynthia Enloe (Bananas,
Beaches and Bases, 1989) showed women's roles in international politics. Feminist critique of realism:
realism's "rational, autonomous" state reflects masculine values; it ignores women's experience and
everyday insecurity (violence, poverty); security should be redefined as human security. On the state,
feminists see it as patriarchal, built on a public/private split and on militarised masculinity.

Post-modernism. Influenced by Foucault and Derrida (Richard Ashley, R. B. J. Walker, James Der
Derian): there is no neutral, objective knowledge; knowledge and power are linked; IR's

"truths" (sovereignty, anarchy) are discourses to be deconstructed; it questions grand narratives and
the inside/outside division between domestic and international. Post-colonial theory (drawing on
Edward Said's Orientalism, 1978, Gayatri Spivak and Homi Bhabha) exposes Eurocentrism in IR, the
continuing effects of colonialism, and the silencing of non-Western voices.

Gandhi and Tagore as humanists. Both rejected narrow nationalism and power politics in favour of
universal humanity. Tagore (Nationalism, lectures of 1917) criticised the nation-state as a machine of
organised greed and power and sought cultural cooperation between East and West. Gandhi based
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politics on truth and non-violence and saw nationalism as compatible with internationalism. They
differed on methods: Tagore criticised non-cooperation and the burning of foreign cloth as narrow,
while Gandhi saw them as necessary for self-respect and swaraj.

Key concepts. Power, national interest, sovereignty, security, anarchy, balance of power,
interdependence, hegemony, international regimes and order.

FATEHATE: A (HASBEN, Hichardet, aied; 3. T9. HR, 1939; AR, 1948): TT H&T T, HaeT RS, Al
& ®U H gieTia W fia, Afdewar ) faaew | Jfi-s & o g | Ta-aumefarg (49 dfegst, 1979): eI i &=l
R erHarsTl ol faavuT; JRefm, S, TTaer T | HTYRUM: Lfed, e gfaen, Afea dqe, Haro

T-3TR SURTH: TFle 3R A1 (1977): iew TR FAHaT; e (1984): SaRE TRATY R AT AT Idar gerdt
2, safau sRretehar & off fAeder @ & faw ggan| isaite ifdl

TSt 3R 3T SUNTH: A 1 rTeTaTe; fefear g (e &1 Shg-uRkfe, fhiek); aTerReeE 6 fas-saaw; e,
AT g (< Hiad) | AIATY: 3Mffeh TE-TT AT T8 Hal 6, IT-a(&T0T TTHAT AT 8l

ARIGTET JURT: TR, &I SR A5 STt HTLRUME Sieid & S, T fedhee, Ffea et (1989) | qemefarg i arerar:
"qTfeheh, T TST GEYATS! Hed! il aiidT &; Tl & Aa iR &k STReT chl SUST; &I hl 18 UIHTST: AId GRefT|
T FUqaTeTe 2l

IT-AYHATEE: T o SRar & wefd (vere, dte, 3 SRa): dewr T A8 9 IR fad o3 € S ik
ITSTehaT famst & iR fage gl Iae-suiatie g (Tsad 9de, 1978; fTars; wre): IR H JRIU-dhfgerdT 3R
sftufafe gural

HaATaTet et 31T SN Q1 A Hehlol AFATE R LARd-ISTITd ol fare fRam| iR (Aerfered, 1917): TE-TeT Tfed
ey 3R arfery <t mefie; wrieft: T iR sifa, gaTe siardadTaTe % idheT| Have: SR T srEdnT o At 9 ge
1 ot

ANSWER FRAME / 3d3-®u@l
1. Origin and context of the approach / IUNH &l IgH
2. Core assumptions as a numbered list, with thinkers / & #=Iarq 3R faar®
3. Key concepts and an example from world politics / 3RO 3R IaTe0T
4. Critique from a rival approach / Ufdgg! SURTH el TTcra-T
5. Relevance today / 3TsT &l UTgfiendr

3 Global political economy / affies Tsrifae srefegeawm

8 of 9 papers. Globalisation (Jun 2022, Dec 2022, Jun 2024, Jun 2025 twice); IMF and World Bank and inequality (Dec
2022, Jun 2026); IBRD (Jun 2024); FDI vs portfolio investment (Jun 2023, Jun 2024); global corporatism and sovereignty
(Dec 2022, Jun 2026 note); TNCs and human rights (Jun 2023); underdevelopment and centre-periphery (Jun 2022, Dec
2023); economic issues and contemporary economic relations (Dec 2024, Jun 2025); indicators of global inequality (Dec
2024 note); assumptions of liberalisation (Jun 2024); NGOs and social development (Jun 2022).

Globalisation. The growing integration of economies and societies through trade, finance,
investment, technology, migration and culture. Post-Cold War phase vs earlier phases: earlier
globalisation (for example 1870-1914) was driven by colonial trade and was partly reversed by war



MPS-002 - IGNOU MA POLITICAL SCIENCE (MPS) Part A — Asked in almost every paper

and depression; the post-1990 phase is distinguished by instant digital communication, global
production chains, enormous financial flows, the integration of former socialist countries, and new
governance through the WTO (1995). Support: growth, efficiency, technology transfer, poverty
reduction in Asia. Criticism: inequality, loss of policy autonomy, financial crises (Asia 1997-98, global
2008), job insecurity, cultural homogenisation and environmental damage.

Liberalisation: underlying assumptions. Markets allocate resources efficiently; free trade benefits all
through comparative advantage; private enterprise is more efficient than the state; capital flows
promote growth; the state should provide a stable framework rather than direct production.

IMF and World Bank. Created at Bretton Woods (1944). The IMF supports monetary stability and lends
to countries in balance-of-payments crises; the World Bank group, whose core is the International
Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD), first financed post-war reconstruction (its first
loan went to France in 1947) and now lends for development to middle-income and creditworthy
poorer countries, provides technical advice and supports projects in infrastructure, health, education
and poverty reduction; the International Development Association (IDA) lends to the poorest on
concessional terms. Role in inequality: they provide finance and expertise, but critics (including
Joseph Stiglitz, Globalization and Its Discontents, 2002) argue that structural adjustment conditions
(austerity, privatisation, trade liberalisation) in the 1980s-90s deepened poverty and inequality, and
that voting power favours rich countries. Reforms since have added poverty reduction strategies and
debt relief.

FDI vs portfolio investment. Foreign direct investment is long-term investment that gives lasting
interest and management control in an enterprise (commonly 10% or more of voting shares); it brings
technology, jobs and management skills. Portfolio investment is the purchase of shares and bonds
without control; it is liquid, short-term and volatile ("hot money"), and can flee quickly in a crisis.
Linkages: both respond to growth prospects and policy; portfolio inflows can fund firms that also
attract FDI; but heavy reliance on portfolio flows raises the risk of sudden stops, as in the Asian crisis.

Global corporatism and TNCs. Transnational corporations control a large share of world trade and
investment; together with states and international institutions they form a "global corporate" order.
Impact on sovereignty: they shape policy through investment decisions, lobbying and the threat of
relocation; bilateral investment treaties let them sue states; tax avoidance reduces state revenue.
Accountability for human rights: cases from Bhopal (1984) to supply-chain abuses led to the UN
Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights (2011), voluntary codes and demands for a binding
treaty.

Underdevelopment and the centre-periphery model. Prebisch argued that periphery countries
exporting primary goods face declining terms of trade relative to industrial goods from the centre;
dependency theorists argued that underdevelopment is produced by the world capitalist system, not
by internal backwardness. Global inequality indicators: income and wealth shares, the Gini
coefficient, GDP per head, the Human Development Index, poverty headcounts, and access to health
and education.
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FsfieYur: SATIR, o, FasT, daheich, TaTd 3R &Pl O TG 3R TSl o 96al GeiaevT| fid Jgae o= gd
TRT: U ol IfiaheuT (1870-1914) FUfafIe SATIR W ATLTRA o7 3R g & Ieler; 1990 F 18 @id fefored ¥aR,
Ay IcUTe AT, faeTe fawiia vaTe, Id THTsTare) akif &l Tepiaheol, WTO (1995) | THefA: Hqfg, Z&rdT, daheiidh, TiRian
H AT H HHT | AT FHATAT, =ifaid Wraddr & e, < dae (1997-98, 2008), il i YR, Hishidd
THEUIRIT|

IETENRTOT ol HICT: ISR Bl STder hedl €, Hod ATUR Toeh! a1 T €, Fft gm arferes speret €, doft vare w9fy
JGraT 3l

IMF 3R {35 9: Sie 95 (1944) | IMF Tifgeh fRRaT 3R Jram-wder dehe & 0T; faor 9o, St &g IBRD &, Tet
G YAATIT (TET 0T Wid, 1947), 319 faahTd 0T, daheilenl GalTe; IDA T8 T <211 ol Ramadt ko) stretramn
(ReeIeT, 2002): TTEHTETS FHIIN ol ST A T 3R FTHAFAT S¢Ts; HATHIHR ITHIR <21 o Tet 71

FDI 991 Uiewhiferat fRasr: ueaer faeeft fRasr S, yeem =101 o a1 (U1 10% a1 31fde AaTeier SR); daheie
3R AR | Gidwhiferat fRAer FRe=ror & famr 9 ok dfws; sreuarelie 3R S1FRR ("gfe A1") | Hehe B 3Tk fahret &1
SfEm|

It FaTR SR Igagia e fay smar ok fasr # e fewa; Masr fofd, Sffe o miaeor & ewed & Hifd ®
TTd; AT ST 3 ded el W HoheH; dR-UNER | AATUe Sareeel: SuTe (1984); UN #Anfesfs g (2011)|

ST X The-uRfY dise: dfaer: Wi awqt fafd o= arel uRRfY 280 6 @R ad fird 8; RefRar g afaw
AT & Hohddh: A SR HUf 1 e, [T 7uTieh, Ufd ferd GDP, HDI, TRiel, Tareed 3R freft de ugd|

ANSWER FRAME / 39%-®ud@T
1. Define the institution, flow or process / aferen

2. Its history and functions / 3fder 3R &rf
3. Impact on developing countries, with examples / faerasfie <0 W gvm@
4. Criticisms and reforms / 3T R IR

5. India's experience and conclusion / YRd T ITHd AR s
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Part B — Section Il staples

4 Ethnicity, self-determination, diaspora and religion / sstreliarat, sirarfAofa, sk
3T e

5 of 9 papers. Self-determination in multi-ethnic societies (Jun 2023, Dec 2024, Jun 2026); minorities in Central Asia after
the USSR (Jun 2023) and inter-ethnic harmony there (Dec 2025); diaspora and transnational movements (Jun 2023, Dec
2023); ethnicity and ethnic movements after the war (Dec 2023); transnational religious movements (Dec 2024, Dec 2025,
Jun 2026); indigenous movements (Dec 2025 note).

Self-determination. The right of peoples to determine their political status. It entered world politics
with Woodrow Wilson after the First World War, was written into the UN Charter (Article 1(2)) and
drove decolonisation (UN General Assembly Resolution 1514, 1960). In multi-ethnic societies it is
contested: external self-determination (secession) threatens territorial integrity, so international law
generally limits it to colonial peoples and extreme cases; internal self-determination (autonomy,
federalism, minority rights, democratic participation) is the preferred route. Examples: Eritrea, East
Timor and South Sudan gained independence; Catalonia and Kurdistan remain contested; Indian
federalism and the Sixth Schedule show internal arrangements.

Ethnic movements after the Second World War. Ethnicity is identity based on shared descent, culture,
language or religion. Reasons for the increase in ethnic movements: decolonisation left arbitrary
borders; uneven development and competition for resources; democratisation gave groups a voice;
modernisation and mass communication raised awareness; the end of the Cold War released
suppressed identities (Yugoslavia, the former USSR); globalisation provoked defensive identities; and
diasporas supplied support.

Central Asia after the USSR. The five republics (Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan) inherited Soviet-drawn borders that left minorities on the "wrong" side: large Russian
populations (especially in Kazakhstan), Uzbeks in Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, and others. Issues
included language and citizenship policies favouring titular nationalities, emigration of Russians,
clashes in the Fergana Valley (Osh in 1990 and 2010), and the Tajik civil war (1992-97). Steps to
harmony: inclusive citizenship, minority language and cultural rights, fair representation, regional
development, cross-border cooperation and dialogue (Kazakhstan's Assembly of the People is often
cited).

Diaspora and transnational movements. Diasporas link homeland and host societies through
remittances, lobbying, media and organisations. They can promote democracy and development or
fund conflict and "long-distance nationalism" (for example Tamil, Sikh, Irish and Jewish diasporas in
homeland politics).

Transnational religious movements. Movements that operate across borders on the basis of faith:
Islamist networks (from the Muslim Brotherhood to militant jihadist groups), Christian evangelical
and Pentecostal networks, the Catholic Church, Hindu, Buddhist and Sikh diaspora organisations, and
transnational religious NGOs. Role in IR: they challenge the secular, state-centred view of IR; shape
identities, humanitarian work and conflict; can mobilise for peace or violence; and influence foreign
policy through lobbying. Indigenous movements organise across borders for land, cultural and self-
government rights, recognised in the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007).
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ST TR ol U T [T ad e T AR, e faew, UN T1eR (g 1(2)), IUMHaREg-S+ e
(TETE 1514, 1960) | TGS THIS #: STET SATHMUT (JFHIT) WGfIeh @ & g @aw, gafg difia; Ak
SATHATORT (FTIAT, TS, ACHEIH ATERR) THaal AN | IaTeevr: RICAT, Jdl fawi, Sf&rvT Yei; dhedl-aT, Hiesd;
A <l BT |

Tt faagg & 91% STt A1 | i & HRUT: HAHMT A1 ST, FTHH AT, TlehdsiehiuT, ATYHehianor
HR SHHAR, Md gg T 3id (FIEATaar, Wiaad Fe), d4fieio, SR & gHeH|

Tifead 99 & g Ao TIET: Gifdad Jamsil I e "Ted” 37 3 0 SeEsH 3 &, fhiifeawam siv
ATITehEaT B I9udh | THTTU: HTHT 371X ANTGhdT iadt, STadi ol Tard-, BT °rel § oy (37191, 1990 3R 2010),
T T6dg (1992-97) | T & IJUTT: FATARI ANTIRRAT, U@ VT AfIFR, 3 ufaHia@, s faem, dae)

STRT 3R YR Stiarer: Yd o, Wi 3R Wire-t I Argf 3R AT 280 Y Sied &; aidhd 3R fadhre ot g1
Hehd & A1 HEY AR " ATAR" |

RIS fHe AT STATHI ~cadh, SHTS Sduilciche, Hhllfcidh 94, [6g, dig HIX 8 SHTIRT |€1e- | IR H ffe:
YHT-UST, TST-chigd GrE ol AT, Tad, HIHad i X To; L1ifd a1 f6aT & oy Amed) | sfearst stige: o,
TER(d 3R WATHA & AfIRR; UN 980T (2007) 1

5 Environment and development / qaferur 3R faera

5 of 9 papers. Environmental protection and development (Dec 2022, Dec 2025); North-South divide in the environmental
crisis (Dec 2023); environment-development debate (Jun 2025; Jun 2026 note).

The debate. Developed countries industrialised by using fossil fuels and resources; developing
countries argue they need space to grow and reduce poverty. Environmentalists warn that unlimited
growth destroys ecosystems and the climate. The compromise idea is sustainable development
(Brundtland Report, 1987). Milestones: the Stockholm Conference (1972), where Indira Gandhi linked
poverty and pollution; the Rio Earth Summit (1992) with the climate (UNFCCC) and biodiversity
conventions; the Kyoto Protocol (1997) with binding targets only for developed countries; and the
Paris Agreement (2015) with nationally determined contributions from all. North-South divide: the
South stresses historical responsibility, common but differentiated responsibilities, finance and
technology transfer, and the right to development; the North stresses current emissions of large
developing countries (China, India) and universal commitments. Issues include climate finance,
carbon trading, "green" trade barriers and loss and damage.

T Taepf@a il 3 Sfaren $u & sftgniienor fohar; fasrasiie e ol T ge & foig fae &1 sae A1iey; vafaRuriag
ST Hafg o faeg Id1d €1 THEiIdT: Fad A (seeis, 1987) | UgTa: idham (1972; Siax el = 6T 3R JguuT i
Siren), Tt (1992; Sieraryg iR S fafaydr sifsama), aie (1997; Fad faenfid it 1 areaendt @ed), Uid (2015; "ok
T FAiia aner) | Sar-gferor fasrer: <feron: tfaefie Serd@, | W A9fa Saeeidd, o 3k aais
BT, faehTd T STfAeRR; ITR: di 3R 9RA ST 93 2201 T adHT Icdoi, ATdiHe ufddgarl
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6 Science and technology / fasiT 3R derfier

5 of 9 papers. Role of science and technology in IR (Jun 2022, Dec 2024, Dec 2025); S&T and international dependencies
(Dec 2022); technology in the evolution of the international system (Jun 2024).

Technology has repeatedly transformed the international system: gunpowder and naval technology
enabled European empires; the industrial revolution created great-power hierarchies; nuclear
weapons produced deterrence and bipolar stability; satellites, ICT and the internet enabled
globalisation. Roles today: a source of military power (nuclear, missiles, drones, cyber, artificial
intelligence, space); a source of economic power and competition (semiconductors, 5G, Al; US-China
"tech war" and export controls); a driver of interdependence and global communication; new security
threats (cyber attacks, disinformation); and new governance problems (arms control, internet
governance, data). Dependency: most research, patents and advanced technology are concentrated in
the North; developing countries depend on imported technology, licences and intellectual property
rules (TRIPS), which can widen gaps; responses include indigenous capability (India's space and
nuclear programmes, digital public infrastructure) and South-South cooperation.

Taheiteh  STARTET HTEIT il TR-TR TGAT: TTEG AR ATk dehiich I LU TIHTSH; IHTeNifieh shifd I Heeiferd TaTshs;
IATY] AR § FHawoT; IuE, ICT 3R ge¥-e 9§ IHiaur| et ffent: 9= i (TAT], fiesd, g, |msa, Al
3iqieer); amfeie yiceel (FHfichgecy, 5G; SRR "dehileh gg."); TRER (AT, U Weld (HTSR gHel, YTHeh g ); 1S
T AT | FefRar: iy, Ude 3R Iad dohriich ITR B chigd; faaTaeiieT 3 stanfad deiies 3R TRIPS W fAR; ITR:
T &THAT (WA ST SAANET 3 URHI] HrichA) X STaT0T-GlaToT el

7 Terrorism and intervention / 3fTdehdre 3R gvd&lg

4 of 9 papers. Global fight against terrorism (Dec 2022, Dec 2024, Jun 2026); international vs cross-border terrorism (Dec
2023); intervention and its varieties (Dec 2023).

Terrorism is the use or threat of violence against civilians to create fear and achieve political,
religious or ideological aims; there is still no agreed UN definition. International terrorism involves
actors, targets or networks across several countries (al-Qaeda's 9/11 attacks, ISIS); cross-border
terrorism is launched from one state's territory into a neighbour's, often with support from state
agencies (India cites Pakistan-based groups in Jammu and Kashmir and the 2008 Mumbai attacks).
The global fight: UN Security Council Resolution 1373 (2001) obliged states to criminalise terrorist
financing and cooperate; the US-led "global war on terror" (Afghanistan 2001, Iraq 2003); the UN
Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy (2006); the Financial Action Task Force on terror financing;
intelligence sharing and regional cooperation. India has pushed for a Comprehensive Convention on
International Terrorism since 1996. Problems: definitional disputes ("one person's terrorist is
another's freedom fighter"), double standards, state sponsorship, human-rights abuses in counter-
terrorism, and root causes (conflict, alienation, poor governance).

Intervention is coercive interference by a state or group of states in another state's internal affairs.
Varieties: (1) military intervention (invasion, air strikes); (2) humanitarian intervention to stop mass
atrocities (Kosovo 1999), developed into the Responsibility to Protect (R2P; 2001 commission report,
endorsed at the 2005 World Summit; applied in Libya 2011); (3) economic and political intervention
(sanctions, aid conditionality, support for factions or regime change). It conflicts with sovereignty and
non-intervention (UN Charter Article 2(7)) and is often criticised as selective.
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ATdehaTe: AsTHiTde, dTiie a1 daTiics Ieedl & foy ARt & fawg féar ar STeht emeht; UN # 319 off dur= afvemsm =11
AW TdhaTE: he o0 J el Tl 3R Heddh (9/11, ISIS); HHT-UR SATdware: Teh AT o & I TSl H, TRF: T
TSIl o THeA § (YRA: THL-R, Tag 2008) | Afe o JRaf uikeg UEdma 1373 (2001); "3TTde & 05g

gg" (TFIMHEA 2001, 33 2003); UN af9eh WHITT (2006); FATF; YRA &1 CCIT J&dTd (1996 ) | THEATE: TRHTST
f3are, <Y AHce, T Wi, AR Seete, He HRuT|

FEa&Iy: fohdll Tu & ariales Ael § Saqdd qEe | UhR: (1) 9T; (2) AHEa (HFiar 1999), Y&l & Iaardd (R2P;
2001, 2005 fRIER THEIE; wfeaT 2011); (3) e 3R Teiifdes (Hfaae, T, TAT-uRad) | T 3R sEeqa
(3T 2(7)) A THT; TR Sl ATATEHAT|

8 Human security, justice and human rights / A4 gRefT, AT HR AFGIIARR

4 of 9 papers. Justice in international relations (Jun 2022); human security agenda (Jun 2023; Jun 2025 and Dec 2025
notes); TNC accountability for human rights (Jun 2023, see topic 3).

Human security shifts the focus of security from the state to the individual. The UNDP's Human
Development Report (1994) defined it as freedom from fear and freedom from want, with seven
dimensions: economic, food, health, environmental, personal, community and political security. The
international system it envisions: cooperative and multilateral; priority to people's protection over
state power; prevention of conflict, poverty and disease; a role for international organisations, NGOs
and civil society; acceptance of intervention to protect civilians (R2P). Prospects: strengthened by
pandemics, climate change and refugee crises, but limited by great-power rivalry, sovereignty
concerns and the risk of becoming too broad to guide policy.

Justice in IR. Realists see little room for justice in an anarchic system; cosmopolitans (Charles Beitz,
Thomas Pogge) argue that principles of distributive justice should apply globally, so rich countries
have duties to the global poor; communitarians limit justice to national communities. Related issues:
just war theory, fair trade, debt relief, climate justice and international criminal justice (the
International Criminal Court, 2002).

TG GET: YR 1 A T59 § Afed W1 UNDP 71-d faehrd RUTE (1994): 17 § Hfod 3R 371919 & Hfor; A1 A
a1fefen, @, e, Taiavulid, SAfeaid, eI 3R ASTiTdeh geell| hicdd Saesid SAqeT: Feani AR agusfi;
TST-L1Ter | HU AN bl GRaTT; oW, TRIST X T bl AhATH; AL ST HIX AT FHTST ol fHenT; R2P|
THIGATY: FEMRI, STordTyg AR ROTT Hehe § Ie; U eI UidglgdT 3R ST i far & iFa|

IR ¥ =T: JATATCT: ARSI HaeIT H <1 &l 6 SiTe; Faeriadmarst (Sies, uhT): fIaundes =g afde TR ) anLa);
THGIAIE: ML TS ad JifHd | Heifdd: =Iraqut gg, Feaer R, 607 Ted, Sadrg <A, Aas AuRides =Dy
(2002)1
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Part C — Short-note pool

9 Nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament / 9RHT9] 3R 3R fArSazor

3 of 9 papers. Evolution of the non-proliferation regime (Jun 2024, Jun 2025); NPT in the Cold War and problems of global
disarmament (Jun 2026 notes).

Evolution. After the US bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki (1945) and the Soviet test (1949), the
"Atoms for Peace" initiative led to the International Atomic Energy Agency (1957). The Partial Test Ban
Treaty (1963) banned tests in the atmosphere, space and under water. The Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (signed 1968, in force 1970) divided states into five recognised nuclear-weapon states (US,
USSR/Russia, UK, France, China) and non-nuclear states, which renounced weapons in return for
access to peaceful nuclear technology and a promise of disarmament (Article VI); it was extended
indefinitely in 1995. Later pillars: the Nuclear Suppliers Group (1975), the Missile Technology Control
Regime (1987), the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (1996, not in force), and US-Soviet/Russian arms-
control treaties (SALT, INF, START). India's position: it rejected the NPT as discriminatory, tested in
1974 and 1998, declared a no-first-use doctrine, and gained a Nuclear Suppliers Group waiver in 2008
after the India-US civil nuclear deal. Problems of disarmament: the nuclear states' slow progress on
Article VI, deterrence doctrines, regional rivalries (South Asia, Korea, the Middle East), verification
difficulties, the collapse of some arms-control treaties, and new technologies.

faera: FRATAET- AT (1945) 3R Tifaad UALI0T (1949) & 918 IAEA (1957); 37Tk dieror ufdey IfY (1963);
TRATU] HUER | (1968 TR, 1970 TF]): U 7= URHTU] L1feRl 3 STehl 3R-GAT0] <81 FSiei= Qriferquf daeiten 3R
Rl & a1e (31we VI) & 98l gfR 81g; 1995 | ifAfadea o fag fasdr| NSG (1975), MTCR (1987),
CTBT (1996, @] Tél), SALT, INF, START | WRa: NPT &l WeH1aquf #HT, 1974 3R 1998 H Gierur, Ugel YANT 7
&1 fagId, 2008 H YRA-3TAReT THIY] TSl & 16 NSG ge| fesiianor it ewea: s VI W 4t wfd, faro
fargra, &fta nfasfear, T HfoTs, wie &t g

10 Regional cooperation / &=fiar Tgai

3 of 9 papers. Asian and African approaches to regional cooperation (Jun 2023, Dec 2023); regional economic groupings
(Dec 2024 note).

Asian approach. Exemplified by ASEAN (1967): the "ASEAN Way" of consensus, informality, non-
interference in internal affairs, gradualism and a focus on economic cooperation and confidence-
building; wider frameworks such as the East Asia Summit and the Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP). SAARC (1985) has been hampered by India-Pakistan tension. African approach.
The Organisation of African Unity (1963) emphasised decolonisation, pan-African solidarity and non-
interference; its successor, the African Union (2002), added a right to intervene in grave
circumstances (war crimes, genocide, crimes against humanity), peer review of governance, and the
African Continental Free Trade Area. Differences: Asia is more market-led and less institutionalised,;
Africa is more political and security-oriented, with stronger formal institutions but weaker economic
integration. Regional economic groupings (EU, ASEAN, NAFTA/USMCA, Mercosur, AU) pool markets,
raise bargaining power and manage interdependence.
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TfraTE IUNE: SfAAT (1967): "STEH AN TgAfd, suaTRendT, Tidie OTHw H STeedald, shitiehdT, 3T TganT;
Tt Ui e g8 e, RCEP; 9Teh (1985) WRA-UTfhEdT d-Td & STfaid | 3Tshichl SUNTH: 37Hhidh! Tehdl T (1963):
IutaaTe-fady, STRIT-Shich! UehaledT, STEEqaid; STHhIehl T4 (2002): iR fRfal # g&aay 1 iR, e &
HEHHT THIETT, HETaIU e ATYR &3 | 3a¥: TFAT 3ifeieh IRR-"qcd aTell 3R hH HEITTA; hichT A& et Y
TRET-37E | &A1 il g (EU, afaaH, USMCA, i) IT91R Sied 3R Fiearett e sgrd 2
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Appendix — Every question, by session

Questions are summarised in a few words, not quoted. Sources: IGNOU question-paper archive (2022-2024) and
ignou.ac.in (2024-2026).

Sessio
o fon / Section | Section I
Jun 2022  Key concepts; Marxist approach; centre-periphery Notes: changing world order, balance of power;
model; post-colonial theory; globalisation justice in IR; NGOs and social development;
China as economic power; science and
technology
Dec 2022 Neo-liberal approach; Gandhi and Tagore as Global fight against terrorism; S&T and
humanists; challenges to the nation-state; IMF and dependencies; global corporatism and
World Bank and inequality; environment and sovereignty; US challenges after the Cold War;
development post-Cold War globalisation
Jun 2023  Post-modernism; Asian and African regional Self-determination in multi-ethnic societies;
cooperation; middle and emerging powers; New TNCs and human rights; minorities in Central
World Order and India; FDI vs portfolio investment Asia; diaspora and transnational movements;
human security
Dec 2023 Feminist view of the state; theory of Intervention; international vs cross-border
underdevelopment; North-South environmental terrorism; US in the power hierarchy; diaspora;
divide; Asian and African regional cooperation; post- ethnicity and ethnic movements
Cold War challenges to peace
Jun 2024  Assumptions of liberalisation; India's UNSC claim; Technology and the international system; China
middle vs emerging powers; globalisation; New as superpower; nuclear non-proliferation; IBRD;
World Order and India FDI and portfolio investment
Dec 2024 Realist approach; international economic relations;  Self-determination; global fight against
Marxist or feminist approach; notes: nation-state terrorism; science and technology; transnational
challenges, regional groupings; India's challengesin  religious movements; notes: global inequality, US
the new order role
Jun 2025 Neo-radical approaches; realist concepts; post- Economic issues in IR; nuclear non-proliferation;
modernism; environment-development debate; American hegemony; globalisation today; notes:
notes: New Cold War, globalisation China's military modernisation, human security
Dec 2025 Realist approach; contemporary IR; post-Cold War Transnational religious movements; China as
challenges; environment and development; notes: superpower; science and technology; inter-ethnic
post-colonialism, feminist critique of realism harmony in Central Asia; notes: indigenous
movements, human security
Jun 2026  Neo-liberal approach; Marxist and radical Global fight against terrorism; US challenges

approaches; IMF and World Bank; challenges to the
nation-state; notes: environment-development,
disarmament

after the Cold War; transnational religious
movements; self-determination; notes: NPT,
global corporatism

Honesty notes. These notes were written from standard IR sources, not copied from IGNOU blocks;

check names and dates against your IGNOU study material if a detail matters. World politics changes

quickly: verify recent developments (US-China relations, wars, treaties) before quoting them. Exam

trends describe past papers and do not guarantee future questions.

AR ie: F iy Hieh IR Hidi & feid 77 €, IGNOU wifeh & ebed el | fae TSI oSt & Faetdl 8: glet &l He 3gd
F I UEd Sird | ¢ fUse Uyusl &l 9uid €, wfaeT &t et e |
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