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How MPS-003 is set

Every paper had two sections of five questions; students answer five, with at least two from each
section, in about 500 words each. Almost every paper included one or two short-notes questions (two
notes of about 200-250 words). This course is also taught as a second-year option in MA Sociology, so
sociology students may find these notes useful.

B UYS B Ura-uta Ueli o & 9NT & Ut ST, & T © hi--hT &, T 500 UG B | TR1ERT &2 U9 § Uk a7 & dfeed
fearuft wsr (200-250 Tt it & fewfoET) &) T8 UTSIERA TH.T. GHISIUTE & fgdid af § fased & s0 & oft 21

The trend at a glance / ¢8 Ueh AoR &

Papers (of 9) /

Topic / effaw .

Sessions / 9

Democracy and development in India / YRd & @ieao 31X (IS 9/9 Every paper
fawra

Institutions: Parliament, judiciary, executive, G 8/0 All except Jun 25
bureaucracy / I

Social movements and civil society / ATHTI 3TieTa G S/9 All except Dec 24

Identity politics: caste, class, religion, region, O 3/9 All except Jun 22

ethnicity / 9gaT &l T

Development approaches and policies | g & IurH G /0 Dec 22, Jun 23, Dec 23, Jun 24, Dec 24,

e et Dec 25, Jun 26

Gender and development / 52 3R faera G /0 Jun 22, Dec 22, Dec 23, Jun 24, Jun 25,
Jun 26

Federalism / T€d1g G c/0 Dec 22, Jun 23, Dec 23, Dec 24, Dec 25

Decentralisation and Panchayati Raj / faehgieior o 5/9 Jun 22, Dec 22, Jun 23, Jun 25, Jun 26

Socialist and Gandhian thinking / THTSaTE! 3 Tefiardt 4/9 Jun 22, Dec 23, Dec 24, Dec 25

e

Media and interest groups / #ifear 3 fed @ 4/9 Jun 22, Dec 23, Jun 25, Dec 25

Migration / 9arq 2/9 Dec 22, Dec 23

Counts are papers, not questions. The appendix lists every question by session. Statistics and recent events change;
verify them before quoting.

Study plan / 37T FieT: Topics 1-5 appeared in seven to nine of nine papers. With these and topic 6,
students had at least five questions in every paper; topics 7-11 add choice and short notes.

2ifUes 1-5 1 B & I1a A =1 s § 31171 39eh 3R iU 6 & 1Y &2 U0 § HH-T-61 g U fAerd &; St 7-11 e
31 dfgrea fewfort agrd €1

Built from official IGNOU Term-End Examination papers 2
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Part A — Asked in every or almost every paper

1 Democracy and development in India / ¥R # dlehda 3HiR fdera

9 of 9 papers. The ongoing debate on democracy and development (Jun 2022, Jun 2024, Jun 2025); democracy and
economic development in the first two decades (Dec 2022, Jun 2024); performance and role of democracy (Jun 2023, Dec
2023); factors affecting the political system (Jun 2023); post-1967 transformation (Dec 2024, Dec 2025); democracy as
good governance (Dec 2024 note); political participation and inclusiveness (Jun 2023 note, Jun 2025, Jun 2026).

The first two decades (1947-67). India combined a parliamentary democracy with universal adult
suffrage (from the first elections of 1951-52) and planned economic development. Politics was
dominated by what Rajni Kothari called the "Congress system" (1964): one dominant party that
absorbed diverse interests and opposition through internal factions. Development followed the
Nehru-Mahalanobis model of a mixed economy, heavy industry and public sector (Second Plan, 1956),
with land reform, community development and the beginnings of the Green Revolution.
Achievements: institution building, stable democracy and an industrial base; limits: slow growth,
persistent poverty, weak land reform.

Post-1967 transformation. In 1967 the Congress lost power in several states; coalition (Samyukta
Vidhayak Dal) governments followed. Key changes: the Congress split (1969) and Indira Gandhi's
populism ("Garibi Hatao", 1971); centralisation and the Emergency (1975-77); the Janata government
(1977); the rise of regional and caste-based parties; the Mandal implementation (1990) and OBC
assertion; Dalit parties (BSP, 1984); the Hindutva mobilisation; the coalition era (1989-2014); and
economic liberalisation (1991). Yogendra Yadav called the rise of lower-caste and rural voters a
"second democratic upsurge".

The democracy-development debate. Does democracy help or hinder development? Arguments that
it helps: accountability, information and protection against famine (Amartya Sen noted that famines
do not occur in functioning democracies with a free press); legitimacy for reform; protection of rights
and minorities. Arguments that it hinders: short-term populism, slow decisions, interest-group
capture, and the contrast with fast-growing authoritarian China. Indian experience: democracy has
survived amid poverty and diversity and has widened participation, but has coexisted with
inequality, weak state capacity in health and education, and corruption. Newer debates concern
rights-based development, welfare schemes and the quality of democracy (institutions, civil liberties).

Political participation and inclusiveness. Indian turnout is high, and since the 1990s poorer, rural,
lower-caste and women voters participate at high rates; reservation in legislatures (SCs and STs), in
panchayats (one-third for women) and the 2023 constitutional amendment providing one-third
reservation for women in the Lok Sabha and state assemblies (to take effect after delimitation) widen
representation. Limits: under-representation of women and Muslims in legislatures, money and
criminalisation in politics, and participation that does not always translate into influence. Factors
affecting the political system: social structure (caste, religion, region), economic development, party
system, political culture, institutions, media and globalisation.

&t Qf QU (1947-67): WaHIHe 98%h HATSRR & H1Y GH dlichd sl (Ygell g-1d 1951-52) 3R fAaifeid faem|
TSI IS T "HIEIRT T (1964): Teh TR ot Sit AT ¥eh i o Aread & fafder i o6t wmfea &ar om Age-
TETAHITSH Aiga: MiSid seferaen, WRl TN, Fdsi-e & (GHY AT, 1956) | Iuaiedar: deT FHafor, fRR diwmds;
Tt et gfg, TIe, FASR YH guUR|
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1967 & 1 TUIGRUT: 3 Al B ST ol gR 3R Tidg THT; HHT AU (1969) 3R "Mt gersi” (1971); dheiehor
HIR SATITAHTA (1975-77); ST WHR (1977); ST R S-SR Tl bl 38T; Haet (1990); BSP (1984); féga
AT Mo T (1989-2014); IZIEHIT (1991) | AR ATea: "GHA Alehdiiih IHR" |

TR T6H: HedF: STdldael, a1, 3T J &I (A ), GURI ol 4T, ATAHRT hl 8771 qrereh:
ArhquTanare, 4 o, Ra-Twgl &1 weal, 9 8 o1 WA Sgwa: M6t AR fafderar & o e et 3R
TSR T6T, TR STIHTAT, AR IST 47T 3R e off @)

AT R $aT HAgH; 1990 3 91 TR, ATHOT, fAe-STfd 3k Tt Aagrarsii & siferes smfiery; faunfaessi & SC-
ST 3TReyUT, Yaradl & fomt & v ue-fagts, siiv 2023 &1 deiiem (cliemar i fRamaensit & fom & fav ve-faes,
URETH & 913) | HHHTG: Tt 3R I ol wH Ui, o 3R TURrefienion| Ast-ifae SAael &l THIad e ared
Feh; AT GXaHT, 3T [T, Tl HaeT, ASTITde Hephid, TS, Hifsar, dufieon

ANSWER FRAME / 393-®93dET

1. Frame the question: procedural vs substantive democracy; growth vs development / 3a&RUmg
2. Phase-wise account with dates (1947-67, post-1967, post-1991) / TRUMER faaor

3. Arguments on both sides of the debate / 589 & aiHI 4l

4. Evidence on participation, inequality and welfare / THT0T

5. Balanced conclusion on the quality of Indian democracy / dqfcid s

2 Institutions: Parliament, judiciary, executive and bureaucracy / 9&mq

8 of 9 papers. Parliament (Jun 2022); Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha (Dec 2022); parliamentary sovereignty (Dec 2025);
President in Parliament (Jun 2026 note); judiciary (Dec 2023, Dec 2024) and judicial review and PIL (Dec 2022, Dec 2025
notes); executive—judiciary relations (Jun 2024); bureaucracy (Jun 2024); constitutional rights (Jun 2023); military in
democratic politics (Dec 2025).

Parliament. Consists of the President, the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha (Article 79). Functions: law-
making, financial control (budget, Article 112), executive accountability (question hour, debates, no-
confidence motions, committees), constitutional amendment, electoral functions (President, Vice-
President) and representation. The Lok Sabha is directly elected and controls money bills and the
government's survival; the Rajya Sabha represents the states, revises legislation and gives a forum for
expertise. Parliamentary sovereignty? In Britain Parliament is sovereign; in India the Constitution is
supreme, Parliament's power is limited by fundamental rights, federalism and judicial review, and the
basic structure doctrine (Kesavananda Bharati, 1973) prevents amendments that destroy the
Constitution's core. Concerns: fewer sittings, less committee scrutiny of bills, frequent disruptions,
ordinances and the use of money-bill routes. The President in Parliament: summons and prorogues
the Houses, addresses them at the start of the first session each year, assents to bills (Article 111), and
issues ordinances when Parliament is not in session (Article 123), acting on the advice of the Council
of Ministers.

Judiciary. An integrated, independent judiciary with the Supreme Court at the top. Judicial review
(Articles 13, 32, 226) lets courts strike down laws and executive acts that violate the Constitution.
Public Interest Litigation, developed from the late 1970s and early 1980s, relaxed standing rules so
that anyone could approach the court for the poor and voiceless (prisoners, bonded labourers, the
environment). The Court expanded Article 21 to include rights to livelihood, education, health,
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privacy (2017) and a clean environment. Is it the most effective guardian of rights? It has protected
rights and checked power (basic structure, S. R. Bommai, 1994), but faces case backlogs, uneven access
and charges of judicial overreach. Executive—judiciary relations: tensions over judicial appointments
(the collegium system; the National Judicial Appointments Commission was struck down in 2015),
over the "committed judiciary" debate of the 1970s, over policy-making by courts, and over the
implementation of judgments; cooperation is needed for the rule of law.

Bureaucracy. The permanent civil service (IAS and others) implements policy and advises ministers.
Relations: accountable to the political executive and, through it, to the legislature; expected to be
politically neutral, but the "committed bureaucracy" debate of the 1970s and frequent transfers raise
concerns about politicisation. Legislative oversight works through committees (Public Accounts
Committee) and audit (CAG). Issues: red tape, corruption, generalist vs specialist debates and reform.

Military in democratic politics. The classical view (Samuel Huntington's The Soldier and the State, 1957)
is that the military should be a professional, apolitical instrument under civilian control. India has
maintained firm civilian control, unlike several neighbours where the military intervened. Debates
continue on defence policy, the Chief of Defence Staff (created 2019) and civil-military coordination.

TEE: TPUld, AR 3R AT (s 79) | Fd: fafe-fmfor, faxia fesor, wriutfee 6 Samede! (T, o
ydTe, A, ey deyq, Fafem, ufaffea) deaa vy Raffea o o= fadeet ar s, T Tt @t
gl 3R qAaeTT| SadE "uyar? fied § 668 §uy; WA # Wi wat; Yo S g (e WRdt, 1973) |
ATS: W dodh, Ml Sifd # HHT, SATYH, AT | GO & AFATd: T AT AR GAEEH, AT, et o
TIRIT (FTeq 111), AT (S 123), HEURES Sl Gellg W

AT Tehlhd, W, Y TR aied = | =i GREeie (s 13, 32, 226) | SHRed AT (1970 &
=T o 37 AR 1980 & T F): TS X IGAT1 o (7] hig Y =TT ST HehdlT & | TG 21 T FIEIR: AT,
freqT, T, [T (2017), TS TATERoT| ATSERI i 8T il (T ofal, TH. AR, 9197, 1994), T dfed JHd, AHHH
Tgd R "1 ATGHAT" % AR | FUTeeRT - da: Fgfaadl ® e (Siafead; NJAC 2015 & ),
1970 & 39T &l "wideg AaUTfeehT" 969, Teh Sifd-f=afoT|

iRl It At dar Hifa a] Fdt 3R T <t €; AT HIIuTereRT o Uid STaTdes; deerdT suterd, TR "afdeg
FIRQTEr" T 3R TR-9R daTee; faumd At (eies o afafa, CAG)|

Whdifaeh ASTHITT § A1 A 3R (8feTTed, 1957): UaR, RIS, TRTRe 207 #| 9Rd # gg Anmies Ao
I STk $%h W (2019) 1

ANSWER FRAME / 3d3-&ul@Il
1. Constitutional basis and composition / FauTHd TR

2. Functions and powers, with articles / &= 3R «feraat

3. Working in practice: landmark cases or trends / ZdgR # AW
4. Problems and debates / TH&T 3R 96d

5. Reforms and conclusion / 4R 3R fshe



MPS-003 - IGNOU MA POLITICAL SCIENCE (MPS) Part A— Asked in every or almost every paper

3 Social movements and civil society / Gr1fSier 3figld=T 3R AR THTST

8 of 9 papers. Peasant movements (Jun 2022, Jun 2025, Dec 2025; notes Jun 2023, Dec 2023); Tebhaga (Jun 2022, Jun
2025 notes); workers' and peasant movements (Dec 2022); working-class movements since Independence (Jun 2026);
new social movements and the marginalised (Jun 2022); civil society and new social movements (Jun 2024); civil society in
the era of globalisation (Jun 2025).

Peasant movements. Colonial period: the Indigo revolt (1859-60), Deccan riots (1875), Champaran
(1917) and Kheda (1918) satyagrahas, the Moplah rebellion (1921), Bardoli (1928), the All India Kisan
Sabha (1936), the Tebhaga movement (1946-47) of Bengal sharecroppers demanding two-thirds of the
crop instead of half, and the Telangana armed struggle (1946-51) against the Nizam and landlords.
After Independence: land-reform agitations, the Naxalbari uprising (1967) and Maoist movements; the
new farmers' movements of the 1980s (Sharad Joshi's Shetkari Sanghatana, Mahendra Singh Tikait's
Bharatiya Kisan Union) for remunerative prices and subsidies; and the 2020-21 protests that led to the
repeal of three farm laws in November 2021. The shift is from tenancy and land to markets, prices and
state policy.

Working-class movements since Independence. Trade unions are affiliated to parties: AITUC (1920,
communist), INTUC (1947, Congress), HMS (1948, socialist), BMS (1955, linked to the Sangh), CITU
(1970). Phases: growth of public-sector and organised-sector unions; militancy in the 1970s and the
1974 railway strike; the Bombay textile strike (1982-83) and mill closures; decline of union power after
liberalisation with informalisation and contract labour; and debates over the four labour codes
passed in 2019-20. Most workers remain in the unorganised sector, outside union protection.

New social movements and civil society. New social movements focus on identity, environment,
gender, rights and autonomy rather than class: the Chipko movement (1973), Narmada Bachao
Andolan, the women's movement, Dalit and Adivasi movements, and the Right to Information
campaign led by the Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan. They empower marginalised groups by raising
voice, building organisation, using courts and media, and winning laws (RTI Act 2005, Forest Rights
Act 2006). Changing notions of civil society: from the liberal sphere of voluntary associations,
through Gramsci's site of hegemony, to the NGO-centred civil society of the 1990s. In the era of
globalisation: civil society has grown transnational (funding, networks, campaigns against WTO rules
or for climate justice), has filled gaps left by the state, and has resisted displacement; but critics note
NGO professionalisation, donor dependence, middle-class bias, and recent restrictions on foreign
funding.

ToRET STiEie: STafafRIE re: -id fagie (1859-60), Gah &l (1875), TURYT (1917), WeT (1918), HidaT (1921),
TR (1928), A YR e T (1936), AT (1946-47; ST & SeTea i 3118 & ol ol-faeTe e ot
HT), deTHT GUET GO6 (1946-51) | Tqd=dl & d1: A GUR Algied, Taaaars! (1967), 1980 3 a1 o T @
S (AT STRM, Heg e feohd), 2020-21 T A (FaaR 2021 H T HI a199) | S5el1a: 7 3R Hreaerd §
TR, T R A & 3R

AT & 91 AV HlGre: ol 9 el IHAT: AITUC (1920), INTUC (1947), HMS (1948), BMS (1955), CITU
(1970) | TROT: TS & B fATR; 1970 & S0 <l IUAT 3R 1974 &l I §SaTe; 998 HUST g8dTel (1982-83); ISRIHUT
& d1E AFTATRRIRIT AR GATT b1 BRI 2019-20 hl TR 97 Higdrsll W 964 | ATdeisr yfieh i & 7|
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AT AT S IR AN THIST: Tgd, TF1aR0T, Hex, SifUer 3R Wawar W digd: et (1973), THer samsit
TG, T e, aferd 3R sfearet stidier, MKSS & Aqc # a1 o SR 1o dfdt o afarenzon: smars,
TS, =TT SR HfSAT, 9 & (RTI 2005, 9 ATYHR 2006) | SHHTOT & F H: URASTA cddh, A5 hl HHT Bl
AT, faemue 1 faRier; W NGO & UiadiaoT, Irat fsfn, Fegantta g i fageft 9 w ufaew

ANSWER FRAME / 3wR-&u@l
1. Define the movement type and its social base / 3Tieia 3R AT YR

2. Phase-wise evolution with named movements and dates / TRUER fa&d
3. Issues, organisation and leadership / &, e, Aqa

4. Achievements and limits / Suafedt 3i Hard

5. Present trends and conclusion / adH &=

4 ldentity politics: caste, class, religion, region and ethnicity / gg=r= &l IJsr=ifa

8 of 9 papers. Class inequality (Dec 2022); caste inequalities (Dec 2023, Jun 2024; Dec 2024 note); social inequality and
its effects (Jun 2026); religious politics (Dec 2022, Jun 2024, Jun 2026); regional identities, regionalism and regionalisation
(Dec 2022, Jun 2023, Dec 2023, Jun 2025, Jun 2026); identity politics (Dec 2024 and Jun 2025 notes, Dec 2025); ethnic
politics and ethnicity in North-East India (Jun 2025, Jun 2026).

Caste and class inequality. Caste remains a basis of inequality in land, education, occupation and
dignity: untouchability is constitutionally abolished (Article 17) but discrimination and violence
persist. Protective discrimination (reservation for SCs, STs, and OBCs after the Mandal Commission's
recommendations were implemented in 1990) and political mobilisation (Dalit and OBC parties) have
changed representation. Class inequality has widened since liberalisation, with wealth concentrated
at the top and a large informal workforce. Caste and class overlap but are not identical. Effects on the
political system and policy: vote-bank politics and caste-based parties, demands for reservation and
caste census, welfare targeting, and conflict over land and resources.

Religious politics. Rooted in colonial separate electorates and Partition (1947); after Independence,
issues included personal law reform, cow protection, conversion and language. From the 1980s
religious politics intensified: the Shah Bano case (1985-86) and the Muslim Women Act; Sikh militancy
and Operation Blue Star (1984); the Ayodhya movement and the demolition of the Babri Masjid (1992);
communal riots (Mumbai 1992-93, Gujarat 2002); and the rise of Hindutva to national power.
Consequences: polarisation, communal violence, debates on secularism and minority rights, and
changes in party competition.

Regionalism and regionalisation. Regional identities rest on language, culture, history and uneven
development: the linguistic reorganisation of states (States Reorganisation Act, 1956), the Dravidian
movement and DMK, demands for new states (Telangana, created 2014), and regional parties (TDP
1982, Shiv Sena, Akali Dal, BJD, TMC). Regionalisation of Indian politics: since the 1990s, state-level
parties and coalitions have shaped national politics. Implications for the new economic policies: after
1991, states compete for investment, design their own industrial and welfare policies, and bargain
with the Centre; liberalisation widened regional inequality (south and west vs north and east). Rob
Jenkins argued that federal politics helped reforms advance by stealth.
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Ethnicity in North-East India. The region has many tribal and ethnic communities, a history of
separate administration, and insurgencies: the Naga movement (since the 1950s), the Mizo insurgency
ending with the Mizo Accord (1986), the Assam movement against "foreigners" (1979-85; Assam
Accord 1985), Bodo movements, and ethnic conflict in Manipur (including the violence that began in
2023). The Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (1958) and the Sixth Schedule's autonomous councils
shape governance. Identity politics generally: mobilisation on the basis of caste, religion, language,
tribe or region to claim recognition, resources and power; it deepens democracy by including
marginalised groups but can also fragment and polarise.

S R @t STEAaT: Y, RUer, sgaam o air # S STEHar S SR, A9 GadT-e $9 3 A (w4 17)
TR WIS R & S| 3Reqor (et fAwIfal 1990 # «h) 3R 3feid-OBC aai & Ufaffae sger| Iarienor & a1g @i
ATTAT IG1 | THTE: dTe-seh AT, STTd-STTETR Gel, STRETUT 3R STl STRTUTAT Shl BT, ShedToT FIST-T3Tl ol eiiehuT|

iR AT SHTAHARIE Jorsh FHata i faue (1947) 7 91E; 1980 & 327 & dig: Mea! (1985-86), UM &
WR (1984), ITEAT iale= R d1ad faedd (1992), 3 (a3 1992-93, ToRId 2002), &g &l AL T deh 33|
TR geteneor, Arraraes faa, erfierar sk seuders Afterl © 24|

SaTE 31T QrfiaeTor: oo, Tehfd, sfaer 3fR SrmT faehra: TeTE T (1956), gf9g Tidier, deRTHT (2014), &eia
T (TDP 1982, f1adHT, 3thTet! gd, BJD, TMC) | 1990 & 91¢ IT-Ta1Y aal 3R Toae TS AT bl SRR <d &1 78
e et uR wamE: 1991 & §1e A5 A & fog ufdwaet s §; & STauTar a6t 3 Siafohd: e Asrita F
T T "ok " TR TgTT |

AR # JITadr: A-dh SToTd i FHard, T UTE &l fdard, IUdTg: T Aigiad (1950 & &ere &), sl aaeitar
(1986), I TG (1979-85; FTH AHSIAT 1985), FST Aigia, AR & Srca Fod (2023 &) | AFSPA (1958) 3R
B ATYT | TgA T ASTHITQ dfaidl ohl AT Y Alehd s Tad Hidl 8, T fawa iR gdienor off Fdl 1

5 Development approaches and policies / faerra & Iunm 3R Hifaar

7 of 9 papers. Models of development (Jun 2023); political economy approach and theories (Dec 2023, Jun 2024 note,
Dec 2024, Dec 2025); LPG and economic reforms of the 1990s (Dec 2022, Jun 2023, Jun 2024); basic minimum needs
approach (Jun 2023, Dec 2024); human development (Dec 2024 note, Jun 2026); sustainable development (Jun 2024, Dec
2024); poverty alleviation programmes (Dec 2024); Gandhi's economic thinking (Dec 2025).

Models of development. The Nehruvian state-led model (planning, public sector, import
substitution); the Gandhian model (village self-reliance, decentralisation, cottage industry,
trusteeship); the neo-liberal market model after 1991; and alternative people-centred, sustainable and
rights-based models. Political economy of development (PED): studies how classes, interests and the
state shape development. Theories include modernisation, dependency, the developmental state
(Chalmers Johnson on Japan) and Marxist analysis. In India, Pranab Bardhan (The Political Economy of
Development in India, 1984) argued that three dominant proprietary classes (industrial capitalists, rich
farmers and the professional-bureaucratic class) competed for state resources through subsidies,
leading to slow growth; others stress the shift towards a pro-business state from the 1980s.

LPG (1991). A balance-of-payments crisis led to liberalisation (end of the licence raj, lower tariffs,
entry of foreign investment), privatisation (disinvestment of public enterprises) and globalisation
(integration with world markets). Consequences: higher growth, a services and IT boom, a growing
middle class and a substantial fall in poverty rates; but rising inequality, "jobless" growth, agrarian
distress, regional imbalance and pressure on public spending.
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Basic minimum needs approach. The ILO's basic-needs approach (1976) put food, shelter, clothing,
health, education, water and sanitation first. India's Minimum Needs Programme began with the Fifth
Five-Year Plan (1974-79), providing elementary education, rural health, drinking water, rural roads,
electrification, housing and nutrition. Human development: the UNDP's Human Development Report
(1990), drawing on Amartya Sen's capability approach and Mahbub ul Haq, measures development by
health, education and income (HDI); approaches include capability, rights-based and participatory
approaches. India's HDI rank is in the lower-middle group; check the latest report.

Sustainable development. Defined by the Brundtland Report (1987) as meeting present needs without
compromising future generations' ability to meet theirs. Principles: intergenerational equity,
environmental protection integrated with development, polluter pays, precaution, public
participation and common but differentiated responsibilities. International agencies: UNEP (1972),
the IPCC (1988), the Global Environment Facility (1991), and the Rio (1992) and Paris (2015)
frameworks; India's institutions include the National Green Tribunal (2010).

Poverty alleviation programmes. From the Integrated Rural Development Programme (from 1978-80)
and wage employment schemes (NREP, Jawahar Rozgar Yojana 1989), to MGNREGA (2005), the
National Rural Livelihoods Mission (2011), public distribution and the National Food Security Act
(2013), and direct benefit transfers and financial inclusion (Jan Dhan, 2014). Improving quality of life:
universal health and education quality, employment-intensive growth, social security for informal
workers, better targeting and local accountability.

Gandhi's economic thinking. Swadeshi and khadi; village self-sufficiency; limiting wants; bread
labour; trusteeship (the rich as trustees of wealth); opposition to machinery that displaces labour; and
decentralised production. It shaped the national movement's constructive programme and later rural
development thinking.

AT & Higw: "e&dIal AT Hied; ATl (I Wiads, [aahaiehtor, HER IR, =TdT); 1991 & 91G 935K
TR HISH; SH-chigd, Tdd 311 TIhR-3MERd [dehed | faerra &Y Teiiifder stefeaawm: ovf, fad 3k Ty faerd &t
HATHR <d & | TUTT T (1984): T T@RITell WitHe it (3Htefiies geiafd, o=t fham, IiaR-teere) afetst o g
afcredet Fed T8, forad di 99fgl

LPG (1991): 9TaH-Hqa Hehe & d1a SqIIehTuT, Fiiereor, Ifieeor] URum: oW |gfg, a1 AR IT, 7ed aif, TRist §
FHT; TR Tt STHHHAT, ISR Hafg, HY Geve, & sriqer|
AT AR ATEIHAT IUNTH: [LO (1976); A T <AAH HATGIAHAT HIAHH Urdd AT (1974-79) : WTaIe

fver, FTHioT TTeRA, UFSTA, ATHIOT ek, fagcientur, rard, WNor| #i-d fasrd: UNDP (1990), 8 3R Heqd 3¢ &
HDI; YRd f=-7eaw ag & (Fdta Ruid 38@) |

Tad faeTa: siedis (1987) | Fhgr: sfaR-uig! Twan, faera # uafaRur TRefuT, Ugueh SPTdT &, JTadrT, YRiier, e o
fafifeq SRafde | TSifddt: UNEP (1972), IPCC (1988), GEF (1991); WRd & W8 gk SAf&eur (2010) |

T IV HRisEA: IRDP, NREP, STt ASHTR AT (1989), FAT (2005), LT ATHIUT ATSH{aew! e (2011), @@
Trer AfRATH (2013), S & (2014) |

et @t enfefer feiae: w@eelt ok @, um w@radie, Hfia sasgedTy, AeR-2M, =TT, so-fawmge efiai & favy,
fachdird Icare|




MPS-003 - IGNOU MA POLITICAL SCIENCE (MPS) Part B— Regularly asked topics

Part B— Regularly asked topics

6 Gender and development / Sis? 3R faer e

6 of 9 papers. Agencies of development and women's rights (Jun 2022); gender and development (Dec 2022 and Jun
2024 notes); development and gender justice (Dec 2023); WID approach (Jun 2025); development and women's rights
(Jun 2026).

Approaches. Women in Development (WID), 1970s, following Ester Boserup (1970): integrate women
into development through education, credit and jobs; critique: treats women as an add-on and ignores
power relations and unpaid work. Women and Development (WAD): women are already part of
development, but within unequal structures. Gender and Development (GAD), 1980s: focuses on
gender relations of power, the household and the sexual division of labour, and distinguishes practical
from strategic gender needs (Caroline Moser). Empowerment approach: women's own organisation
and voice. Agencies: the UN (CEDAW, 1979; UN Women, 2010), the World Bank, NGOs and self-help
groups; in India, the National Commission for Women (1992), ministries, and the constitutional and
legal framework. Indian experience: gains in literacy, health and political representation (one-third in
panchayats); laws on domestic violence (2005) and workplace harassment (2013); but low female
labour-force participation, a skewed sex ratio, violence and unpaid care work. Development without
gender justice reproduces inequality; gender justice requires rights, resources and voice.

IYNTH: WID (1970 T 28T, SIERY 1970): frem, ot 3k Aesfal & forat &t fasra & Siear; seiranr: afea-ded siv
3ddf-es 91 Y 3UeT| WAD: foxdt ugel & faehra ot f&wm, W 3799 2 51 GAD (1980 o 22T4h): Sigt Ufera-Tae,
TRaR, sq-favTer; JieR &t Sagiies 3R WiHIfde Traegeant | Gerfeaereor SurT| TefdEt: UN (CEDAW 1979, UN
Women 2010), a1 9, NGO 3R T Herdl §9g; WRd § UL Afedl ARAT (1992) | WRAR ATHE: FIeRdT, WeA
SR daTgdl # Ueh-faTg ulai-ie; ¥ fedm (2005) 3R SRS IS (2013) F; T HH 9H-RMarRT, faud feimmurd,
feam 3 srdafaes S@re & |

7 Federalism / @9dre

5 of 9 papers. Working of the federal system (Dec 2022 note, Jun 2023, Dec 2023, Dec 2024); salient features of Indian
federalism (Dec 2025).

Salient features. India is a "Union of States" (Article 1) with a written constitution, division of powers
in three lists (Union, State, Concurrent; Seventh Schedule), an independent judiciary, bicameral
Parliament with the Rajya Sabha for states, and constitutional supremacy. Unitary features: residuary
powers with the Centre; Parliament can reorganise states (Article 3), legislate on state subjects in the
national interest (Article 249) and during emergencies; President's Rule (Article 356); governors
appointed by the Centre; all-India services; single citizenship; and centralised finances. K. C. Wheare
called it "quasi-federal". Working: from one-party dominance and centralisation (frequent misuse of
Article 356 before S. R. Bommai, 1994) to coalition-era bargaining and "cooperative" and "competitive"
federalism; commissions on Centre-state relations (Sarkaria, 1988; Punchhi, 2010); fiscal federalism
through Finance Commissions and the Goods and Services Tax Council (2017). Tensions: governors'
roles, central agencies, fiscal transfers, language and river-water disputes.
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T fAdand: "Il o o (ITges 1); il diad; dF gt § fe-favme (Sradt sgeEt); @dd AT,
AT, AT I FaTeadT | TehleTeh faRisard: safre rfeadt Ty o UTd, 34 3, 249, SATUTaehTd, AFUTT TE
(I3 356), g G MY TTUTE, AT WRAA HaTG, Tohel ATTRGRT| . Y. FHR: "37ef-He 19" | HRIUTE: haldheor
3R ATE 356 I GHUANT (TH. TR, S1HTE, 1994 T Uge), Toae T & Hiearat, "Fgarni” 3R "wfawasf" daars;
TIHIAT (1988) 3R YST (2010) ATINT; faxt AT 3R GST URNS (2017) | GTE: ITUTe, e o, faxdia
FXATAROT, T 3R A Tt faarg |

8 Decentralisation and Panchayati Raj / fadhdierzor 3R damad! It

5 of 9 papers. Panchayati Raj and the Ashok Mehta Committee (Jun 2022; Jun 2026 note); Panchayati Raj and democratic
decentralisation (Dec 2022); evolution of decentralisation (Jun 2023); 74th Amendment (Jun 2025 note); decentralisation
and local self-government (Jun 2026).

Evolution. Gandhi's idea of village swaraj; Article 40 (Directive Principle) on village panchayats; the
Balwantrai Mehta Committee (1957) recommended a three-tier system (village, block, district),
adopted from 1959 (Rajasthan first). It declined because of weak powers and funds, bureaucratic
control and irregular elections. The Ashok Mehta Committee (1977-78) recommended a two-tier
system (Zilla Parishad and Mandal Panchayat), open participation of political parties, compulsory
taxation powers, regular elections and the district as the unit of planning; Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh
and West Bengal acted on related ideas. The G. V. K. Rao (1985) and L. M. Singhvi (1986) committees
urged constitutional status. The 73rd and 74th Amendments (1992) created constitutionally mandated
rural and urban local bodies: a three-tier panchayat structure, the gram sabha, five-year terms,
reservation for SCs, STs and women (at least one-third), State Election Commissions, State Finance
Commissions, and lists of functions (29 subjects for panchayats in the Eleventh Schedule; 18 for
municipalities in the Twelfth). PESA (1996) extended self-governance to Scheduled Areas. Assessment:
wider participation and women's leadership, but limited devolution of funds, functions and
functionaries, and elite and proxy capture.

TarepTa: et T AT R, G 40; I T Al W (1957): B-5Ra Fae, 1959 ¥ (Uge IASTeH); FHHAR
qrferral, & 3R Stfafird et & Ta | et Agar afafa (1977-78): f-wada (e uRue ok Hear dama), aaft &1
et WRTIGRI, SAard were e, FHafia g, e Faree o s@i | St &Y. &, 1@ (1985) 3R T, 7. [&edt (1986)
qMfadt| 734t 3R 7441 WY (1992): B-W<ia vard, I 91, Ufa a9, SC-ST 3R foat (0-3-8 Ush-fdeE) & fag
SR, AT FHare 3R o ST, el sgal # 29 3R IRed! 7 18 w1 UHT (1996) | JediaT: vfant 3R S
IJc TgT, W &, A IR HHATRAT T HHT g&qiawon|

i
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9 Socialist and Gandhian thinking in the national movement and Constitution /

gHTSard) 3R micfard) fia=

4 of 9 papers. Socialist thinking in the Constitution (Jun 2022) and in the national movement (Dec 2023, Dec 2024);
Karachi Resolution (Jun 2022 note); Gandhi's economic thinking (Dec 2025, see topic 5).

Socialist ideas entered the national movement through the impact of the Russian Revolution, Nehru's
and Subhas Bose's leadership, and peasant and labour movements. The Karachi Resolution of the
Congress (1931) on fundamental rights and economic policy promised civil liberties, equality, a living
wage, protection for labour, relief for peasants and state control of key industries. The Congress
Socialist Party (1934) of Jayaprakash Narayan, Acharya Narendra Dev and Ram Manohar Lohia
pushed for land reform and workers' rights. In the Constitution, socialist goals appear in the Directive
Principles (Articles 38, 39 on distribution of resources and equal pay, 41, 43), the Avadi Congress
resolution on a "socialistic pattern of society" (1955), planning and the public sector, and the word
"socialist" added to the Preamble by the 42nd Amendment (1976). Indian socialism was democratic
and mixed, not revolutionary.

& hifd, TEE AR G T & A, 7T R 3R gy Aidier & GHrsTard! faer A Aidier § 37| Hig 1wt
UEATE (1931): NS Wd=dTd, FAA, Sa--aie 7eigel, AHd SeToT, fohami Sl Tad, T IR IR A5y =0T
U FHTSTATE! UTeT (1934): AR TRV, SETd TG ad, T F-16 dlfear| Hidqem #: =fifa-fere da (3w=< 38,
39, 41, 43), TATS! ATYIY (1955) T "THTSIATE & BT THNST", IS, Trdii-es &, 3R 42d TeAeH (1976) I TdTa-T
T "GETSETE" | HRA FHISTATE dlhd e IR IS &

10 Media and interest groups / #if3ar 3R faa Twg

4 of 9 papers. Interest groups and democracy (Jun 2022; notes Dec 2023, Jun 2025, Dec 2025); new media technology
and democracy (Jun 2022); media, public policy and public opinion (Jun 2025); media and governance (Dec 2025).

Interest groups are organised groups that seek to influence policy without contesting elections:
business associations (FICCI, CII, ASSOCHAM), trade unions, farmers' organisations, professional
bodies, caste and religious associations, and NGOs. They articulate interests, provide information,
and mobilise citizens, but unequal resources let powerful groups dominate and can lead to
corruption. Media: the press, television and digital platforms inform citizens, set the agenda, shape
opinion and policy (through investigative reporting and campaigns), and hold government
accountable. New media enables citizen journalism, mobilisation and e-governance. Problems:
concentrated ownership, paid news, sensationalism, polarisation, misinformation and pressure on
press freedom.

ea wHg: Ta @ fom Aifa 6t usifad e da1el Ffdd ¥9g: FICCI, CII, ASSOCHAM, #eieR 9, foharm |ira, Uty
erm, STfd 3R enfifes Tmed, NGO | 3 f&dl ol e hed, FEAT &d AR AT Sl S1gd &, U TEA Sarei § Tferema
e BTl € &1 Hifear: g, Toter, swa ok Hife fmtor, Sareeet e Hifear: anifies useniar, dmed, $-rada|
THEATG: WA B haldhevl, U =g, T8, Yaihiol, YTeh T, I8 Wd=dl T gama|

12
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11 Migration / yam&

2 of 9 papers. Rural and urban migration (Dec 2022 note); reasons for rural-urban migration and its consequences (Dec
2023).

Reasons (push and pull): agrarian distress, landlessness, small holdings, debt, drought and lack of
rural non-farm jobs; urban jobs, higher wages, education, health care and aspirations; social
networks; and displacement by projects or conflict. Consequences: for cities, growth of the informal
sector and slums, pressure on services, and cultural diversity; for villages, remittances, labour
shortages, women managing farms, and changing social relations; for migrants, insecure work, poor
housing and exclusion from welfare (shown sharply during the 2020 lockdown). Policy responses
include portable welfare (One Nation One Ration Card) and urban housing.

FHIRUT (TFRT AR TEa1a): HY Teve, YR, BIET Sild, Tl @I, TTHIUT IR-H SRR I IFHE; TRIT ISR, Al
TGy, e, W, Aieie Hedeh; fawTae | aRume: TRI # sHiuaTiies &5 SR S, Yaret W gard; il | Uivd e,
o < T, T TR Wil T IR ATl o folq SIgRTerd i TR ool § gl (2020 T dfensre) | Hifd: "ue T
Teh T HIE", TG E |

13
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Questions are summarised in a few words, not quoted. Sources: IGNOU question-paper archive (2022-2024) and
ignou.ac.in (2024-2026).

Sessio
o fon / Section | Section I
Jun 2022 New social movements and the marginalised; Debate on democracy; socialist thinking in the
peasant movements; interest groups; Parliament; Constitution; Panchayati Raj and the Ashok Mehta
development agencies and women's rights Committee; new media and democracy; notes:
Tebhaga, Karachi Resolution
Dec 2022 Democracy and development in the first two Religious politics; workers' and peasant
decades; class inequality; Lok Sabha and Rajya movements; regional identities; notes: gender and
Sabha; notes: judicial review and PIL, federal development, rural-urban migration; economy in
system; Panchayati Raj and decentralisation the era of globalisation
Jun 2023 Models of development; constitutional rights; Evolution of decentralisation; notes: political
factors affecting the political system; LPG; federal participation, peasant movement; basic minimum
system needs; regionalisation and economic policies;
performance of democracy
Dec 2023 Socialist thinking in the national movement; caste Notes: peasant movement, interest groups;
inequalities; political economy approach; judiciary; development and gender justice; regionalism;
federal system rural-urban migration; role of democracy
Jun 2024  Executive and judiciary; democracy and Notes: political economy approach, gender and
development; caste and inequality; bureaucracy; development; sustainable development; religious
civil society and new social movements politics; reforms of the 1990s; democracy-
development debate
Dec 2024 Socialist thinking in the national movement; Poverty alleviation; judiciary and rights; federal
post-1967 transformation; political economy system; notes: human development, identity
theories; notes: democracy as good governance, politics; basic minimum needs
caste inequalities; sustainable development
Jun 2025 Political participation; peasant movement; media WID approach; regionalisation and economic
and policy; notes: identity politics, 74th policies; ethnic politics; notes: Tebhaga, interest
Amendment; civil society and globalisation groups; democracy-development debate
Dec 2025 Gandhi's economic thinking; post-1967 Indian federalism; notes: judicial review, interest
transformation; political economy of development; groups; media and governance; identity politics;
parliamentary sovereignty; military in democracy peasant movements
Jun 2026 Human development approaches; regionalisation; Social inequality; notes: President in Parliament,

religious politics; decentralisation; political
participation

Ashok Mehta Committee; development and
women's rights; ethnicity in the North-East;
working-class movements

Honesty notes. These notes were written from standard sources on Indian politics, not copied from

IGNOU blocks; check names and dates against your IGNOU study material if a detail matters. Policies,

rankings and recent events change; verify them before quoting. Exam trends describe past papers and

do not guarantee future questions.

FAMRRT Alie: I IgH YRA ST o J-e didl & o M7 €, IGNOU sdieh 9 -ehel =Tl | Aifaar, I 3R 8Tt bl ge-rg
AT 6; TG e & Ueed Sire | $8 fUwed WSl i qUi @, wids el TR e |
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