MSO-004 - IGNOU MA SOCIOLOGY (MSO)

Sociology in India

WRT § THTSIME

Exam notes built from the trend of eight official IGNOU papers. Topics are
ordered by how often they were asked, and each one gives the core argument,
the Indian sociologists to cite and a 20-mark answer frame.

3G JATfEeRTReh IGNOU UHUSI o ¢8 UR ATHTRA UIe AIgd | 2ifueh 39 % | ¢ foh d foha aR
I T, 3R &R i B Her o, Iga e A TR FHISTRE 3 20 SiE 6 IR B SRl
gl

Papers analysed: December 2022, June 2023, December 2023, June 2024, December 2024, June 2025, December
2025, June 2026 (8 papers)

Source: official IGNOU Term-End Examination question papers (ignou.ac.in and the IGNOU question-paper archive).
Questions are summarised, not reproduced.

Prepared: 11 October 2026 - English + fa=t



MSO-004 - IGNOU MA SOCIOLOGY (MSO) How MSO-004 is set

How MSO-004 is set

All eight papers had the same frame: 3 hours, 100 marks, two sections of five questions, any five
answers with at least two from each section, about 500 words each. Only December 2022 included
short notes. Section I usually covers the history of Indian sociology, caste, village, agrarian structure,
family and marriage; Section II usually covers tribes, religion, urbanisation, migration, globalisation
and social movements.

Teft 31T WU T a1 Uk oIl AT: 3 Ee, 100 3ieh, UTa-Uta Usii o 3 9T, i Ud IR, & AN J FHH-Y-H o, Tdeh ThTT
500 {15 | hae R 2022 H wiered fewfurr off | 9T I H Ui YRdIT SHISIE & 3fderd, ST, 7ifd, iy ST, IRar
31 fqaTe 311d €; 9T 11 B SIS, &, TieheoT, Jare, Jefterior 3R arTores stigie |

This is the most predictable of the four core papers. Three topics appeared in every paper, and the top
ten topics covered at least eight of the ten questions in every session.

TR A TS B g TG HATUF GITHA €1 i AUk & Y0 7 317G, 3R M <9 2ifieh &2 95 & 6 § 9§ FH-9-FF 3716
Ul ! AT Hd I

The trend at a glance / ¢3 Qe A9k &

Papers (of 8) /

Topic / it
PE P

Sessions / 9

Emergence and growth of sociology in India / IRA H G 38/8 Every paper; twice or three times in

HHTSIRME bl 3¢ some
Caste: origin, views and ideology / STfd G 3/8 Every paper; twice in Dec 23, Jun 25,
Dec 25

Social movements, including peasant movements / G 38/8 Every paper (Dec 22 as a short note)
AT 3fiarer

Tribes: perspectives, differentiation, change / G /8 Dec 22, Jun 23, Dec 23, Dec 24, Jun 25,

SESIRE Dec 25, Jun 26

Urbanisation and migration / TR0 3R JaTd G 58 Dec 22, Jun 23, Jun 24, Dec 24, Dec 25,
Jun 26

Agrarian structure and the Green Revolution / %ﬁ G 5/8 Dec 22 (note), Jun 23, Dec 23, Jun 24, Dec

AT 25

Religion, culture and secularism / &, T&pld, i-RUsd  GEEEES 5/8 Dec 22 (note), Jun 23, Dec 23, Dec 24, Jun
25

Globalisation and Indian society / d¥fi&or G /8 Dec 23, Jun 24, Dec 24, Jun 25, Jun 26

Family, marriage and kinship / 9RaR, faamg, A1der G s/8 Jun 23, Dec 24, Jun 25, Dec 25, Jun 26

Village, class and gender in social structure /7@, ¥, NS 5/8 Dec 22 (note), Jun 23, Dec 23, Jun 25, Dec

e 25

Industrialisation, working class, post-industrial o 4/8 Dec 24, Jun 25, Dec 25, Jun 26

society / SftefieRIor

Commons and culture / STET T&TeH 3R Gl 3/8 Dec 22, Jun 23, Jun 24

Census and identity; civil society / STRTUMT; TRTR THN 2/8 Dec 22, Jun 26
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Counts are papers, not questions. The appendix lists every question by session.

Study plan / 37T FIT: Master topics 1-4 first; they were asked in seven or eight of eight papers.
Then 5-10. Topics 1-10 together covered at least eight of the ten questions in every paper analysed.

Tgel eifueh 1-4 3 A8 GUR &h; A 3116 § & I1d 41 16 THus # 371 fhe 5-101 2ifUeh 1-10 A & U9 & 38 # § F4-9-
HH 1S TH FHa fhUl

Built from official IGNOU Term-End Examination papers
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Part A— Asked in every paper

1 Emergence and growth of sociology in India / YR & YHTSIATS T 35T 3R AmT

8 of 8 papers. Forms: emergence, historical roots, social or socio-economic background (asked every year); approaches to
Indian society, including those of Western scholars; expansion of teaching and research in the 1950s-60s; trends in the
1970s and recent decades; significance of village studies; India's heritage of reflection on socio-cultural reality.

1. A long heritage of reflection. Before sociology became a discipline, Indian traditions reflected on
social order: the Dharmashastras on varna and duty, Kautilya's Arthashastra on statecraft, Buddhist
and Jain critiques of Brahmanical hierarchy, and Bhakti saints such as Kabir and Ravidas who
questioned caste. In the 19th century, reformers such as Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Jyotirao Phule, Swami
Vivekananda, and later Gandhi and Ambedkar, produced sharp social analysis. Formal sociology built
on, and sometimes ignored, this heritage.

2. Colonial roots. British rule needed knowledge of its subjects. Orientalist scholars (William Jones,
Max Miiller) studied Sanskrit texts and created a text-based image of India. Administrators wrote
district gazetteers and ethnographic surveys. The census, attempted in 1872 and held synchronously
from 1881, classified people by caste, tribe and religion; H. H. Risley's work, including The People of
India (1908), ranked castes and linked them to race. This "colonial sociology" made caste and religion
appear fixed and central.

3. Institutional beginnings. The first department of sociology came up at Bombay University in 1919
under Patrick Geddes; G. S. Ghurye led it from 1924 and trained a generation of sociologists. At
Lucknow, Radhakamal Mukerjee, D. P. Mukerji and D. N. Majumdar built an interdisciplinary school.
Nationalism shaped the questions: Indian scholars asked how tradition and modernity, and Indian
and Western knowledge, should relate.

4. Expansion in the 1950s-60s. After Independence, sociology expanded with planning and
development. The Indian Sociological Society was founded in 1951. Village studies flourished: M. N.
Srinivas (Rampura; dominant caste, Sanskritisation), S. C. Dube (Indian Village, 1955), McKim
Marriott's edited Village India (1955), and André Béteille's Caste, Class and Power (1965). The structural-
functional approach dominated. Louis Dumont and David Pocock launched Contributions to Indian
Sociology (1957) and called for a sociology of India rooted in Indian categories. The Indian Council of
Social Science Research (ICSSR) was set up in 1969.

5. Trends in the 1970s and after. The Emergency, agrarian unrest and movements pushed sociology
towards conflict, power and change. Key trends: Marxist analysis (A. R. Desai's Social Background of
Indian Nationalism, 1948, gained wider influence), the "mode of production" debate on agriculture,
studies of social movements and peasant struggles, the feminist turn after Towards Equality (1974), the
indigenisation debate on whether Western concepts fit India, and, from 1982, Subaltern Studies. Since
the 1990s: Dalit and Bahujan perspectives, gender, globalisation, diaspora, urban and digital sociology,
and environment.

Main approaches to Indian society. Indological or textual (Ghurye, Dumont's Homo Hierarchicus, 1966);
structural-functional (Srinivas, Dube); Marxist or dialectical (Desai, D. P. Mukerji, Ramkrishna
Mukherjee); civilisational (N. K. Bose, Surajit Sinha); subaltern; and Dalit-Bahujan and feminist
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perspectives. Western scholars' approaches ranged from orientalist textualism and colonial
administrative ethnography to Dumont's structuralism and the transactional approach of Marriott
and F. G. Bailey; critics say many reproduced a static, caste-centred and Brahmanical image of India.

Significance of village studies. They replaced the text-based "book view" with a field view; showed
that the village was not an isolated "little republic" (a colonial idea) but linked to towns, markets and
the state; introduced concepts like dominant caste and Sanskritisation; and trained Indian
sociologists in fieldwork. Critiques: they often took the upper-caste male view and treated the village
as a closed unit.

1. Ria= &t i<t fRAeraa: enfere (auf 3 wdem), Fifee o srefare, dig 3fv S 3T, FeiR 3 ¥ ST W &ia;
1931 F&T H TG T, SHITaed o, faaemie, 3R a1 & it o sfeea|

2. HUFATRYE ST UreAfaal (ffcem STy, #e Hor) 3 F-3TeTRd YR i Bfd §12; TITEH! = TfeaR fod; ST
(1872 ® oy, 1881 | Teh 1) 7 ST, STSTIA 37T & o MMER U a¥fien ot foham; et 3 Sfaa &t v fea ofik genfa &
e

3. SRITTA AW: 598 faufdamerd § 1919 # tfes 128 & st uger fawmn; 1924 F Sf. vd. 98| @S § qurhdd
Hehoil, 1. U, &St 3R <. TH. HHSR|

4. 1950-60 & 32T # faTar: YR GRS uieg (1951); U1 Heaa: shifard (THYL; e Sfd, HEhpidanur),
TE. HI. g9 (1955), ARTE (1955), 3is dd (1965); HXE-TaTR-UhRITaTR IUNTH; SIHT X Uichich ohl dhiT~sgLid g 3fea
st (1957); ICSSR (1969) 1

5. 1970 & T HR TG & FI: ATUTARIA, HIY ALV R Qe o o, e 3R aRad= IR e, Jrean!
fI2eAT0T (T, TR, 3WTE), IUTEA-UGd Sed, A TG, Taed gaatieict (1974) F 918 AT We, 2efienur 94,

LIRS

e WENT (1982); 1990 & STE gfeid-aga gre, Siey, duienur, Jardl THgH, aiarT|

IURTH: Rt/ (g8, SgHT), Sa-Tes-Teriees (AHard, ge), aredardl (S8, ST, 0. gE@st), F¥Idnrd (. &.
T, gIoitd F8=2T), Falees, gfed-ager 3R Aardt| I Heaa=i o #acd: "I iR &l ShTg "arst gfe"; Tifa "sier TRy
el afceh STEd G & S[ST; Wae ST 3R LR TRIUT STET FFERUMT | STeraT: Iod-STid I&¥ G|

ANSWER FRAME / 3@R-%udl
1. Pre-disciplinary heritage, in two or three lines / qd-favraa

2. Colonial context: orientalism, census, Risley / fafaferes gt

3. Institutions: Bombay 1919, Ghurye, Lucknow school / §&IITd JRY

4. Post-1950 expansion: village studies, ISS 1951, Contributions, ICSSR / fa&ar

5.1970s onward: new trends; conclude with today's plural sociology /U &= 3R fAsrs
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2 Caste: origin, views and ideology / siifa: 3«fR, gfeat ok faararr

8 of 8 papers. Forms: Ambedkar on caste and its origin (Dec 2022, Jun 2025, Jun 2026); book view vs field view (Dec
2023, Dec 2025); colonial perspective (Dec 2024); descent approach (Jun 2023); purity and pollution (Jun 2024); caste in
village structure (Dec 2023); gender and caste (Dec 2025).

Theories of origin. Traditional: the Purusha Sukta of the Rig Veda derives the four varnas from parts
of the cosmic being. Racial: Risley linked caste to Aryan and non-Aryan race. Occupational: J. C.
Nesfield saw castes as hardened occupational groups. Political: caste as a Brahmanical device to
maintain dominance. Ghurye stressed its Indo-Aryan Brahmanical roots and listed six features:
segmental division, hierarchy, restrictions on food and social intercourse, civil and religious
disabilities, restricted choice of occupation, and endogamy. No single theory is accepted today; caste
is seen as a long historical formation.

Ambedkar's view. In "Castes in India: Their Mechanism, Genesis and Development" (1916), B. R.
Ambedkar argued that the essence of caste is endogamy superimposed on exogamy. To keep a group
closed, it had to deal with "surplus" men and women, which explains sati, enforced widowhood and
child marriage. The Brahmins first enclosed themselves; other groups followed by imitation and by
being shut out. He rejected the racial theory and the idea that caste is a division of labour, calling it a
division of labourers in graded inequality. In Annihilation of Caste (1936) he argued that caste rests on
religious sanction in the shastras, so its abolition requires destroying that authority. He later led a
mass conversion to Buddhism (1956).

Book view vs field view. The book view comes from Sanskrit texts: the fourfold varna order with
Brahmins at the top, as presented by Indologists and partly by Dumont. The field view comes from
fieldwork: the real unit is the local jati, of which there are thousands; hierarchy is often disputed;
mobility occurs through Sanskritisation (Srinivas, first in Religion and Society among the Coorgs of South
India, 1952); and power and land matter, as in Srinivas's dominant caste (numerical strength,
economic and political power, ritual status, education). The field view showed caste as dynamic,
regional and linked to class and power.

Colonial perspective. British rulers saw caste as the essence of Indian society. The census classified
and ranked castes (Risley's 1901 ranking by social precedence led caste associations to petition for
higher status), and laws such as the Criminal Tribes Act (1871) stereotyped groups. Nicholas Dirks
argued in Castes of Mind (2001) that colonialism made caste more rigid and central than before.

Descent approach. It treats caste as a kinship and descent group: membership is by birth, groups are
endogamous, and caste is organised through lineages and clans (gotra). Adrian Mayer's Caste and
Kinship in Central India (1960) showed how caste works through kin networks. This approach explains
caste's persistence in marriage even when occupational and ritual features weaken.

Purity and pollution. Louis Dumont (Homo Hierarchicus, 1966) argued that caste rests on the
opposition of pure and impure, which ranks groups, separates them in marriage and food, and assigns
"polluting" work to lower groups. It regulates occupation, commensality and marriage. Critics (Gerald
Berreman, Dipankar Gupta) say Dumont neglected power and economic interest and took the
Brahmanical view as the view of all castes; Dalit groups never accepted their ascribed impurity.

Gender and caste. Caste endogamy depends on controlling women's sexuality; Uma Chakravarti
called this "Brahmanical patriarchy". Upper-caste women faced seclusion and widowhood rules, while
Dalit women faced both caste and gender violence. Honour killings and opposition to inter-caste
marriage show the link today.
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Iaf & fAgra: TR (Fde 1 79 o), T (Refe), samaanties (Fawhics), Aeitae | g4 i gg faevan:
Sfdfdare|

HIASH T GIRRIVT: "HRCH 3 (AT (1916): S I AR fefdare W ARG sfafdare | g ol &9 W@ & [y
"FAfTear"”" SH-gEu! i THET & Hdl, TATd 94T AR JT-[darg st Jemd fHenet! | STETol o Ut W o s o, bl
IFIT TR | I TSI 1T FAgr=d ot TR 7R el fob STt 91 T e, Siffeht aht fasTer 21 et ot famer (1936): wifa
! YTitich Tigpidl el 8, SHICTY ATES chl Tl gt sl

ey e S & 3R U gfe: TEha Ul o1 aqdul A | &5 Y aTEdfdeh 318 I ST ¢; HEaeu faanted; Hepiaerir
§ Tiaefiear (fifFard, 1952); Uae At (&A1, ATfein-Teiifdaen i, ST (&3, frem) |

tafafies eI ST = ST Sl WA HHTST 1 GR HIHT; STRIUMHT 3 STl ol difihd X shAg, fhar; Haad sad
(FTCH T W1E8, 2001) & ATER IUMARETE - ST Sl Tgol & ATdh HOR ST

LT JUNTH: ST i ATAGI X I8 FHE HHAT: ST & 9T, Jdfadre, ; TRga 73X (1960) | [GaT X AYGAT: T

AT (ST ERIThahd, 1966): [G IR I[G T ARy TEAXUT T ATHR; AT (S5, i I[eT): Aferd 3R st e
& 30| HeT 3R e siafdare Tt &t Afesdr w o w e &; 3a1 gshadl: "sTerorardt fugam|

ANSWER FRAME / 3wR-&u@l
1. Define caste (varna vs jati) and list Ghurye's features / GRHTHT 3R fa<iwamt

2. The view asked (Ambedkar, book vs field, colonial, descent, purity-pollution) in detail / &7 7T

HECau

3. Contrast with one other view / fodlt 3= gfe & e
4. Contemporary relevance: politics, marriage, violence, reservation / THa&I UTERTRdT

5. Critical conclusion: caste as power, not only ritual / ICi:ad

3 Social movements / ™ISk 3tigie=

8 of 8 papers. Forms: changing facets of peasant movements (Jun 2023, Dec 2024); changing facets and dimensions of
social movements (Dec 2023, Dec 2025); old vs new social movements (Jun 2024, Jun 2026); identity and social
movements (Jun 2025); short note on components of social movements (Dec 2022).

Definition and components. A social movement is sustained, organised collective action to bring
about or resist change, outside routine institutions. Components: (1) a shared grievance and collective
identity; (2) an ideology that explains the problem and the goal; (3) organisation and leadership; (4)
mobilisation of members and resources; (5) a programme of action (protest, petitions, strikes); (6)
change orientation. M. S. A. Rao classified Indian movements as reformist, transformative and
revolutionary; David Aberle's typology adds redemptive and alternative movements.

01d vs new social movements. Old movements (labour, peasant, nationalist) are class-based, focus on
material redistribution, are tied to parties and unions, and are hierarchically organised. New social
movements (environment, women's, Dalit, human rights, sexuality, anti-nuclear), theorised by Alain
Touraine, Alberto Melucci and Claus Offe, focus on identity, culture, quality of life and autonomy;
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draw on the educated middle class; and are decentralised networks. In India the line is blurred: Dalit,
tribal and environmental movements combine identity with material demands (Gail Omvedt's
Reinventing Revolution, 1993).

Changing facets of peasant movements. (1) Colonial era: the Indigo revolt (1859-60), the Deccan riots
(1875), Champaran (1917) and Bardoli (1928) satyagrahas, the Kisan Sabhas (All India Kisan Sabha,
1936), and the Tebhaga (1946-47) and Telangana (1946-51) struggles against landlords and the colonial
state. (2) After Independence: land-reform agitations and the Naxalbari uprising (1967), a radical
movement of landless and poor peasants. (3) New farmers' movements of the 1980s: led by capitalist
and middle farmers, such as Sharad Joshi's Shetkari Sanghatana and Mahendra Singh Tikait's
Bharatiya Kisan Union, they demanded remunerative prices, cheap inputs and loan waivers, framing
a "Bharat vs India" divide. (4) Recent: farmer suicides and agrarian distress; the 2020-21 protests
against three farm laws, which were repealed in November 2021. The shift is from land and tenancy to
prices, markets and state policy, and from landless peasants to market-oriented farmers.

Identity and social movements. Identity gives a movement solidarity, meaning and a frame for
grievances ("we" against "them"). Movements also create and reshape identities: the Dalit movement
turned a stigmatised identity into a political one; the JTharkhand movement turned tribal identity into
a demand for statehood (achieved in 2000); women's movements built a shared gender identity across
class. Risks: identity politics can fragment broader solidarities.

TRWTET 3R Teeh: QM AiGa TRad- o AT Adh o foiy faR, dfed amfed fonat &1 ges: |ren Riemd iR
e Ued™, faaReRT, W6 3R g, AHag!, HRE-TeH1, TRad--3H@dT| TH. TH. T. T9: GURAG!, FIaeani iR
SifcrhTel Tiera |

QR S AT S TR (F91GE, fohdm, Jgard)): avf-ammentid, sitfdes gAfdazoT, e iR gfHae 9 S| A7 (wfaor, S,
ferd, HHETRIERR): G, Ao, 3iith; Ted, GEhid, Sita-Tore 3 Wi ehdied Jede | WRd # 7 e guer
& (71T 3fmae, 1993) 1

TRaT STl & 9gerd $9: A1 HIel: i fdglg (1859-60), Tah &if (1875), TURTT (1917), SRSt (1928),
RIS TR ThaT T (1936), THRT (1946-47), AERTHT (1946-51) | TFIdT & 91G: ToFq@dTer (1967)1 1980 & 3UH
& 1Y TR HAISA: IR STIRAT T Adhe TG, Heg [4a [eohd ol HRA ThaT JHa; AR 7o, & ATGH, FH0T-
HIWhY; "Rd 19 Sfear | giet H: fham saTeant, 2020-21 1 Hi¥ S fade (FdeR 2021 # FFF ar9d) | sgard: YH
R HILTRI F Hed, TR AR A 1 3R

YEaH R SATaTe: Ued G ol UehaledT 3 31ef Il §; 3Tiare ot UgaT S41d 8: aferd AialeH, SIRES Jfare (59
2000), it AT | SHTEH: HTIH TehsledT HT [d@s |

ANSWER FRAME / 3d3-&u@l
1. Definition and components / TRTST 3R gk

2. Classification (Rao) or old vs new, as asked / @ffeor

3. Phases with Indian examples and dates / T307 3R IR ISTE0T
4. Role of identity, leadership or the state / Tgam, ﬁ?ﬁ’, T

5. Conclude on what has changed and why / fss
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Part B— Asked in most papers

4 Tribes: perspectives, differentiation and change / Sisfaat

7 of 8 papers. Forms: Ghurye on tribes (Dec 2022, Jun 2023); Verrier Elwin (Dec 2025); British official understanding (Jun
2025); social differentiation among tribes (Dec 2022, Dec 2023, Dec 2024, Jun 2026); socio-political transformation (Jun
2026); Sanskritisation among tribes (Jun 2025).

British understanding. Colonial officials saw tribes as "primitive", isolated and outside Hindu society.
Policy combined isolation and control: Scheduled Districts (1874), "excluded" and "partially excluded"
areas under the Government of India Act (1935), forest laws from 1878 that took away customary
rights, and the Criminal Tribes Act (1871) that stigmatised some communities. Missionaries worked in
many tribal areas. This left a legacy of land alienation, rebellion (the Santhal hul of 1855, Birsa
Munda's ulgulan of 1899-1900) and protective legislation.

Three approaches after Independence. (1) Isolation or protection: Verrier Elwin, who lived among
the Baiga and Gond (The Baiga, 1939), at first argued that tribes should be protected from exploitative
outsiders; critics called it a "national park" approach. He later served as adviser for the North-East
Frontier Agency. (2) Assimilation: G. S. Ghurye, in The Aborigines—"So-called"—and Their Future (1943),
saw tribals as "backward Hindus" who should be integrated into Hindu society. (3) Integration:
Nehru's middle path, his "Panchsheel" for tribal development (stated in his foreword to Elwin's A
Philosophy for NEFA), stressed development on tribals' own terms, respect for their land and forest
rights, and self-government. This became official policy, with the Fifth and Sixth Schedules.

Social differentiation among tribes. Tribes are not homogeneous. Development and reservation have
produced (1) a small educated, salaried and political elite; (2) differences between landowning and
landless households; (3) occupational diversification into wage labour, migration and services; (4)
rural-urban differences; (5) religious differences (Hindu, Christian, Sarna or traditional); and (6)
gender differences. Benefits of reservation tend to concentrate among a few advanced tribes and
families, leading to debates on sub-classification.

Socio-political transformation and Sanskritisation. Tribes have moved along a "tribe-caste
continuum" (Surajit Sinha), adopting Hindu practices: reform movements such as the Tana Bhagat
movement among the Oraons (from 1914) gave up meat and liquor to claim higher status, which is
Sanskritisation. Christianisation brought education and new elites. Politically, tribal movements won
the Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and Uttarakhand states (2000), the Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled
Areas) Act (1996) and the Forest Rights Act (2006). Ongoing issues: displacement by dams and mines,
land alienation, Naxalite conflict and identity politics.

fafesr wwer: S srfeial 3 Sefadt e SR fég wwTet & are 7T Hifd: srggfRd e (1874), 1935 %
Hfafraw 7 "afesha” AR "3RI afeshd” &3, 1878 | 99 S S WWRNTT AfdR f&q, suriiaess sHenfa sfafam
(1871) | ufeurm: YfA-g&diaRor 3R fakie (Feret gt 1855, faTdT Her &1 IR 1899-1900) |

TAAAT & G T JUNTH: (1) GHFHIOT/EEI0T; ARTX Tfeaw (T 9711, 1939) = MV STael ATl & TETUT S ST ohl;
SATATgeR! = 39 "IE I GERIUT Fal| (2) ATHSATANRIOT: T4 (1943) F ATfearte o "Uss &g AT (3) T
AEE HT "SI GFLfer": ITehl U= Uit o AR fashr, YA 3R 9 ATYHRT 1 T, WATEH; Uradl AR S8
SRSl
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|t fasdieeor: fferd, Iaeit ok Tstifde AHsTa att; e o Hele; AadTies Afdear iR gard; JrHior-
STES; e (6g, $HTE, TXT); S| SAREUT & 1Y FS SISl AR URARI § higd |

FUTAOT HIX HEHAHIT: "SASIA-STT Fiacd” (ST [9721); $TRMa o i T 11d AlGad (1914 §) = 7 3R R
Blet &1 R & grar fovan| ToHifas $9 T: eede, Sxiiaie 31k STRIES AT (2000), TAT (1996), a7 3TfhR
AT (2006) | THETY: e, YfE-gwdiawor, Toad Jov|

ANSWER FRAME / 393-®ud@T
1. Who are tribes: definition debate, Fifth and Sixth Schedules / af¥ssT

2. Colonial legacy / fufafeie favrea

3. The thinker or process asked (Ghurye, Elwin, differentiation, Sanskritisation) /upwﬁw
4. Contrast with the integration approach / TeleuT & el

5. Current issues and conclusion / adaH Tz 3R e

5 Urbanisation and migration / T_leror 3R ya™

6 of 8 papers. Urbanisation and its impact on Indian or rural society (Dec 2022, Jun 2023, Jun 2024, Dec 2025); trends
and types of migration (Jun 2024, Jun 2026); impact of migration on rural society (Dec 2025); industrialisation, migration
and urbanisation together (Dec 2024).

Urbanisation. The growth in the share of population living in towns and cities, together with the
spread of urban ways of life. India was about 31% urban in the 2011 Census, the latest full census; the
share is now higher, and you should check current estimates. Features of Indian urbanisation:
concentration in large metropolitan cities; growth driven partly by natural increase and
reclassification of villages as towns ("census towns"), not only migration; slums and informal
settlements; and "subaltern urbanisation" in small towns. Impact on society: nuclear households and
new family forms, weakening of caste in public life but its persistence in marriage and housing, new
occupations and a middle class, individualism and secularisation, but also slums, inequality, crime,
pollution and loneliness. Impact on rural India: remittances, new consumption patterns, commuting,
spread of urban values and media, a rural-urban continuum, and pressure on peri-urban land.

Migration: types. By distance, internal (intra-state, inter-state) and international; by stream, rural-
rural (the largest stream, much of it women migrating at marriage), rural-urban, urban-urban and
urban-rural; by duration, permanent, seasonal and circular; by cause, marriage, work, education,
displacement and distress. Everett Lee's push-pull model (1966) explains migration by factors at
origin and destination and intervening obstacles.

Trends. Most women migrate for marriage, most men for work. Labour moves from poorer states
(Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Odisha) to richer ones (Maharashtra, Gujarat, Delhi, Punjab, Kerala). Short-term
circular migration is large and undercounted. Gulf migration from Kerala and remittances shape
regional economies. The COVID-19 lockdown (2020) exposed the precarity of migrant workers when
millions returned home on foot.
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Impact of migration on rural society. Remittances raise incomes and investment in housing and
education; left-behind women take on farm and household headship ("feminisation of agriculture");
labour shortages and changes in caste and patron-client relations; new ideas and aspirations; but also
family separation, ageing villages and new inequalities between migrant and non-migrant
households.

TGO TR H @ aTelt SHHEAT 3 ST | gfg 3R TR SHia- el 1 TER| 2011 H SFITOET H R T 31%
TR T; A Tg AT &, TART ATAH Sird o | [ALATATE: T8 HEFFRI H ha[ahe0T, "SFRTUHT R, ST, BIC TRI &l
AT | A TR UTE: Tehrehl URAR, rdeifes Sfia B Siifd 1 ek g R fadTg 3 3mard & a4 @1, 90 saadmy 3R
He il WX ST, STEATAT, SR, UHUT| ATHIOT WA U WHTa: UTSd &, a1 SUHNT, SN, W0 Jedi &l UK,
YH-TR AT |

AT & YhR: Aidieh 3R ITRITIT; M-I (T9d TSI &R, ek [9arg & fodi o1 yar), I9-FR, TR-FR, TR-IH;
TR, HiTHT R Tohi; faarg, S, e, fawmde | uawe &t (1966) &1 gaen-REama (push-pull) Al

Ughaat: e et faaTg & fofy, I8W & & fg; fWeR, ST ueeT, e § HeRTg, TR, o, U, hed &l AR
TSI 3G HIGH! TaTH; Hict ¥ @iel YaTH; hifde-19 dichers (2020) H YarHt AfHen! Sl AGRT IR g2l

TTHIT TR R YaTH 1 THTE: ST o 9 Sare iR frerm & fasr; e 1 18 ol R @dt iR @ &1 R ("6 &
THIHIOM); 9 T HHT 3R ST ST Tael & geeltd; 78 STehially; TR URaR o faEerd iR 78 S|

ANSWER FRAME / 3wR-&u@l
1. Define the process; give one Census figure, labelled as approximate / TRTST 3R Ueh Hfeher

2. Types or features as a classified list / YR 3T fagieand
3. Trends or causes (push-pull) / Ygfcf a1 HRUT

4. Impact: positive and negative, urban and rural / 94

5. Policy issues and conclusion / ifaid 9z 3R fsme

6 Agrarian structure and the Green Revolution / ff Sza=T iR gRa wifa

5 of 8 papers. Green Revolution and agrarian class relations (Jun 2023, Dec 2025); changing agrarian social structure (Dec
2023, Jun 2024); short note on undifferentiated peasant society (Dec 2022).

Agrarian structure is the pattern of land ownership, control and labour relations in agriculture.
Colonial land settlements (zamindari, ryotwari and mahalwari) created landlords, intermediaries and
indebted tenants. Daniel Thorner (The Agrarian Prospect in India, 1956) described three classes: maliks
(proprietors who live off rent), kisans (working peasants who own small plots) and mazdoors
(labourers who earn wages). After Independence, zamindari abolition removed big intermediaries,
but tenancy reform and land ceilings were weakly implemented, so land remained unequal.

Green Revolution and class relations. From the mid-1960s, high-yielding seed varieties with
irrigation, fertilisers and credit raised output in Punjab, Haryana and western Uttar Pradesh. Changes
in class relations: (1) a class of capitalist farmers emerged among the dominant peasant castes (Jats,
Kammas, Reddys, Patidars); (2) tenants were evicted and agricultural labourers turned into wage
workers, with attached labour giving way to casual labour; (3) inequality widened between regions
and between large and small farmers; (4) labour migration from poorer states to Punjab increased; (5)

i
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class conflict and the new farmers' movements grew. Francine Frankel's India's Green Revolution (1971)
linked these "economic gains" to "political costs". The 1970s "mode of production" debate asked
whether Indian agriculture had become capitalist. Some scholars argue the revolution also raised
wages and reduced poverty, so the picture is mixed.

Changing agrarian structure today. Fragmentation into marginal holdings; the "de-peasantisation" of
youth; non-farm rural employment; feminisation of agriculture; contract farming and corporate

entry; agrarian distress and farmer suicides; and Dalit assertion against landed castes.

Undifferentiated peasant society. A peasant community in which households differ little in land and
wealth, rely on family labour, produce mainly for subsistence and have weak class divisions. Russian
theory debated whether such peasantries resist capitalism (A. V. Chayanov's family labour farm) or
split into rich, middle and poor peasants (Lenin's differentiation thesis). The concept helps assess how
commercialisation and the Green Revolution differentiated Indian peasants.

FHN T o Wi, T ok g et o ufaer situfafiie sda (orierd, adardt, Aeraars)) & wiieR,
faeifery iR hofar FredaR a1 et 9k (1956): Tferes, forem, wegy| TdsaT & a1g TEien I g3,
FILAHIN GUR X BT FAGR &

g whifar 3T af deer: 1960 & 2 & e T 31fdeh IuST aTal die, &, Idier 3R T § Uetre, gl sz ufddt 3
TG H IcUTEH FGT | TEATd: TcLTe! feh a1 STl § Yotarel fhdr af; siecderdl ohi st 3R Aeiqdl o1 faarel gy
T &si 3R @i SrewTaT; dotte o 3R 9iffies waTe; U foam aticier | Wit et (1971) 1 1970 & a9reh &t
"IATE-UGIA" T6d | FS fagHl & TR Fgd Tt 3R T v, zafery o ffda 2

TSt < FiY HEAT: Sl ol faeie, Jarti o Tt § @ &1, TR-H ATH0T ASHR, Rt bl Sieheor, e T, Hio
Tehe IR e sTaTgat |

AT FuF TA: THT ek e fSad giari 7 o iR Fuft &1 sidw &4 &, Tiikarie 9w iR Siifder-3care T E
| FrIE (TRt 9 ) R @ (frari o fasdienton) & 989

7 Religion, culture and secularism / &, 9pfa 3R erifARdemEar

5 of 8 papers. Religion and culture closely linked (Jun 2023, Dec 2023); does religion play a cohesive role (Dec 2024);
socio-religious and cultural bonds (Jun 2025); Indian vs Western secularism (Dec 2023; short note Dec 2022).

Religion and culture. In India, religion shapes and is shaped by culture: festivals, life-cycle rituals,
food rules, dress, music, art and pilgrimage carry religious meaning, while regional culture gives
religion local forms. Syncretic traditions (Sufi shrines, Bhakti, shared saints and festivals) show bonds
across communities. Cohesive role: following Durkheim, religion creates shared beliefs and rituals
that bind a community, gives moral order and meaning, and supports welfare and charity. Divisive
role: it also marks boundaries; communal mobilisation, riots and caste exclusion in temples show that
religion can divide as well as unite. A balanced answer shows both.

Secularism: India vs the West. Western (especially French and American) secularism means a "wall of
separation": the state and religion keep out of each other's spheres. Indian secularism, as interpreted
by courts and scholars, means equal respect for all religions (sarva dharma sambhava) and what Rajeev
Bhargava calls "principled distance": the state may intervene in religion to reform it (temple entry for
Dalits, abolition of untouchability, regulation of religious endowments) and may support religious
minorities (educational rights under Articles 29 and 30). The word "secular" was added to the

12
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Preamble by the 42nd Amendment (1976). Debates: critics call it "pseudo-secularism" or minority
appeasement; others say majoritarian politics threatens it; T. N. Madan and Ashis Nandy questioned
whether a Western concept suits a deeply religious society.

o X GEPI: VR § gH GEhId I AR TEpid 47 Bl ATHR <l &: ATER, TR, TH-UH, IS, TITd, e 3R dref|
et TR (TR S, fe, WTE IER) | Tehihd et S@EiH & e o are s ok sl & gqea &
Sferar 21 fasToTeTt S[ffeRT: A Amed, 4, Hil # Sfoetd sfeshr | dgford 3R & gl feamd|

LHTATTRTAT: WRA S=TH ufd: gfdedt qefARuerdr: T9T 3R 4 & g "3TeTd i AR | YR gHfAueTar: 94 49 gueTe
R Tsita Rt &1 "dgltas gl (principled distance): I59 R & [T & & gEaaid a2 Gahdl & (i vasT, gamea
I IR UG T THY TR TRl & (ST 29 37 30) | "yeifRuer ereg 428 Teiee (1976) F varaHT & eI
TEH: "B GHIARUSTAT" T AR, TGEEIHATE ol T, . T Ha R efie =8t hr At

8 Globalisation and Indian society / asfleeur 3iir WRda gHTST

5 of 8 papers. Impact of globalisation on Indian society (Dec 2023); homogenisation and hybridisation of culture (Jun
2024); impact on the middle class (Dec 2024); globalisation and social change (Jun 2025); meaning and features (Jun
2026).

Meaning and features. Globalisation is the growing interconnection of the world through flows of
goods, capital, people, technology, information and culture, compressing time and space. Features:
free trade and global production chains; mobile finance capital; transnational corporations; ICT and
digital media; migration and diasporas; global governance institutions (WTO, IMF, World Bank); and
cultural flows. In India it is usually dated to the 1991 reforms.

Impact on Indian society. Economy: growth of services and IT, new jobs and consumer goods, but
informal and insecure work and agrarian distress. Culture: consumerism, global brands and media,
spread of English, but also revival of local identities. Family and gender: more women in education
and services, dual-earner households, delayed marriage, but persistent patriarchy and new
vulnerabilities. Inequality: gains concentrated among the urban educated.

Homogenisation and hybridisation. Homogenisation theorists see a uniform, Western-led global
culture (cultural imperialism, "McDonaldization"). Hybridisation theorists see mixing: global forms
localised (glocalisation), such as Indian menus in global chains or Indian popular music blending
global genres. Most evidence in India supports hybridisation, alongside resistance and revival.

Impact on the middle class. The middle class grew with IT, finance and services; Leela Fernandes
described a "new middle class" defined by consumption and lifestyle as much as occupation. It gained
mobility, global careers and consumer goods, but also job insecurity, debt and status anxiety.
Politically it has become a major force in debates on governance and corruption.

31ef 3 fAiyary: awqa, USt, i, dahiicn, G X HEHId - UaTe O T4 &1 Seal siaded, S 90y 3R I &l
Gpfad et & | faiwart: Hera AR, wiasiter fa< Isft, dgaga am, ICT, ward, WTO-IMF Sl SeIml, disgiae vare|
WRA H 1991 & GuRI 4|

WA AT U THTE: JaT &7 3R IT T {9, W IRqferd oM iR FN Hohe; IuMiaamEre, e sig, siieh, T "
AT ol ST fErat &t fR1eaT 3R s # gfg, TR fUqerT st ¥er; oy et fiferd at & e
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FHEUHIOT T HHIUT: GHEUTHOT: TTHT of e TERld; ool AT "TAIhaTewe =" af e $UT T ISR YR &
THTOT 3Tfeiehar YeheuT ol TH #d 8l

e gt UR YTa: [T, fo<r ok Jarsti @ wed ol ol fawdR; oiter heiied ol =T ge it it SUHT 3R Sfia=-gtett T oft
TRTIG &; TMaerdr 3R HaER, U endl Sl IR, 0T 3R ST hl Kl

9 Family, marriage and Kinship / aRaR, fQarg 3i® Ader)

5 of 8 papers. Approaches to kinship (Jun 2023); is marriage universal in India (Dec 2024, Jun 2026); text and field views
of the family (Jun 2025); changing patterns of marriage (Dec 2025).

Approaches to kinship in India. (1) Indological: family and marriage from the Dharmashastras (forms
of marriage, the joint family ideal). (2) Regional or cultural: Irawati Karve's Kinship Organization in
India (1953) mapped distinct northern, central, southern and eastern zones; for example, north Indian
rules forbid marrying close kin, while south Indian (Dravidian) kinship favours cross-cousin
marriage. (3) Descent approach: focuses on lineage, clan and inheritance. (4) Alliance approach:
influenced by Lévi-Strauss and Dumont, it sees marriage as exchange creating alliance between
groups, especially in Dravidian kinship.

Text view and field view of the family. The text view presents the Hindu joint family (several
generations sharing residence, kitchen, property and worship) as the ideal and norm. The field view
shows that most households at any time are nuclear or supplemented nuclear, that families move
through cycles of jointness and division, and that "family" (kinship obligations) differs from
"household" (co-residence), as A. M. Shah argued in The Household Dimension of the Family in India
(1973). Joint-family norms persist through obligations even when residence is separate.

Is marriage universal in India? Changing patterns. Marriage remains near-universal: census data
show very few people never marry by their late 40s, and marriage is a social duty in most
communities. But patterns are changing: rising age at marriage, especially for educated women; more
self-chosen or "arranged love" marriages; matrimonial websites; inter-caste and inter-religious
marriages, though still a small share and often opposed; rising divorce, separation and single living in
cities; live-in relationships, which courts have recognised for some purposes; and debates on same-
sex relationships, decriminalised in Navtej Singh Johar (2018), though the Supreme Court declined to
recognise same-sex marriage in 2023. Dowry, endogamy and parental control remain strong.

TATAQRY & JUFT: (1) WRATAET (qHemEE T & uRar R f3are); (2) et @t sd (T sAfvfrgetee 3= 3fear, 1953):
I, He, gfarolt ok udf &r; SR # ke Tafaat & faare fAftg, faror & miv-wihe wé-ae fare o6t wafiesr; (3) dar
3UNTH; (4) "™ (alliance) IUNTH: Wal-¥d 3R ST

aRRar: %o g 3R & gf: 7Y 3fS Tyyea uRkar @1 sesf A 81 & gfe: foreft oft T sifrerter efRdt waRdT A
T TehTeht et €; URAR T 3R faHTs o =eh & el 6; "IRaR" (Fderd i) 3R "reeit" (re Ter) st
£ (T. TH. g, 1973) 1

1 faame sra & A 22 seea ufaam: faare aren adsifie &: 40 % e ae agd wH @R stfaTed d 8 W
TaeTd: fadTe o 3T FeT, TW-agi-a A1 "Fiss wid" faarg, faarg dewrsd, sidsiidia 3R siqyifte faare (s off 4 3R
Ty i), T6aT adieh 3R Uehdl Silad, fod-3 Heiel, 3R Heiien Heell ol JIRTHa eiFT (Fdds 148 siey, 2018),
FTeiteh 2023 ¥ Fdted -TATed IR a8 bl JI-IdT el af | Gool, fdafdarg R ATdr-far o1 =0T 31 off #eteq|
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10 Village, class and gender in social structure / mTfSies G¥EAT | T, T 3R S

5 of 8 papers. Social classes and gender hierarchy in Indian social structure (Jun 2023); the village through caste (Dec
2023); caste, class and gender as the foundation of village structure (Jun 2025); gender and caste (Dec 2025); short note
on the middle class (Dec 2022).

The Indian village. Colonial writers such as Charles Metcalfe (1830) described villages as self-
sufficient "little republics". Village studies showed instead that villages were stratified and linked to
wider markets, towns and states. Caste organises residence (separate hamlets for Dalits), occupation
and the jajmani system of hereditary exchange of services for grain (studied by William Wiser, 1936),
and the dominant caste controls land and village politics. Class cuts across caste: Béteille's study of
Sripuram (Caste, Class and Power, 1965) showed that caste, class and power were once aligned but were
separating with land sales, education and electoral politics. Gender hierarchy shapes the division of
labour, inheritance, mobility and public participation; women's work is often unpaid and invisible,
and Dalit women face both caste and gender oppression.

Classes in India. Agrarian classes (landlords, rich, middle and poor peasants, labourers); the
industrial working class; the business class; and the middle class. The middle class emerged in
colonial times among English-educated professionals and clerks and led the national movement; after
1991 a larger "new middle class" grew with services and consumption.

VR 7ita: Heh®h (1830) S UTafieh w@dhi = Titdl ol STATHR "Sie TURTST" hel| UTH e 2 fezaman fok witg
A R T TR, TR AR AT T 53 J | A FHard (Sferdl Sl e Sieqa), AT AR o= Hae (AE9R,
1936) & TS AT &; T ST Y 3R I AT HEAd el &1 @iz I (FRe, T TS UTaR, 1965) & FTIAR
ST, @t 3R ATferd Uect e 1 3, UR SJ{H-Tachi, et iR ATt AT & 1o el T 1 e qH-TawTe, ITIEER,
fasfierar sk ardees wrierdt & vereH; aferd foxat s 3R Sizr St SadteH grerd! €1

WRd & f: FN o, afteifies morqg o, amardt o ok e avf| wemr @t sfufafes wrer # siieh-ffea t9est of faftet
H I AR AL Ao T AJcd fhaT; 1991 o §1G Jaratt HR IUHT F Fg7 =11 Heg " &1
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11 Industrialisation, working class and post-industrial society / 3ftenfieror, "asrgy
Tt 3R IR SHienfier guTe

4 of 8 papers. Is India entering a post-industrial society (Dec 2024, Dec 2025, Jun 2026); growth of the working class (Dec
2024); Gandhi and Nehru on industrialisation (Jun 2025).

Working class. Modern industry began in colonial India with Bombay's cotton mills (from the 1850s),
Bengal's jute mills, railways, mines and plantations. Workers came from rural migrants who kept
village ties, often recruited through jobbers; caste, religion and regional networks shaped the
workforce. Trade unions grew from the 1920s (the All India Trade Union Congress, 1920). After
Independence, the organised public and private sectors expanded, but most workers have always
been in the informal or unorganised sector, commonly estimated at around 90% of the workforce;
verify the latest figure.

Gandhi and Nehru. Gandhi opposed large-scale mechanised industry that displaced labour and
concentrated power; he favoured village and cottage industries, khadi and decentralisation, accepting
machines only where they did not replace human labour. Nehru saw heavy industry, science and
planning as the path to independence and prosperity; the Second Plan (Mahalanobis model) built
steel plants and public-sector industry. India adopted Nehru's model, with Gandhian elements such as
khadi and village industries kept as a supplement.

Post-industrial society. Daniel Bell (1973) described a society in which services dominate the
economy, professional and technical workers become the leading class, theoretical knowledge is the
key resource, and technology is planned. Is India post-industrial? Services now produce more than
half of GDP, and IT and business services link India to the global economy. But much of the workforce
is still in agriculture and informal work, manufacturing is relatively small, and services employment
is largely low-paid and informal. The best answer: India shows islands of post-industrial society
within a largely agrarian and informal economy, sometimes called a jump from agriculture to services
without full industrialisation.

TG q: UMHAfS qRA H g I §aE 6 Hugl et (1850 % U &), STITet i S i, 3e7d, @i AR qETH
q IE g3t | AfHeh TTHIoT yaret &, 5o Tifa & dae a4 Tg; Sifd, o 3R &1 "edeh Agaqut 91 AITUC (1920) | At
ek ERLAT SUATNRE & B I, T 90% HHT SITdT &; Tai-as 3ifehe Sird o |

el R SiEE: Mt 7 o A faenia R aTel 92 Aiehd ST ol kg foRaT SR IH-ghdR e, |t 3R fadhdianor e
T foram| T8 T T IET, foete 3R e ot =T SR T9fg 1 AN 7T (FETeiad Aigd) | HRd o He® &l Jigd
YT, TTEATE dedl O o €9 | @

Iae-itenfites gaTT: T S (1973): Yarsit &1 v, TLa R dariicht v, Sgif=aeh 71T Sheid THTE | T R ITR-
et €2 a1 GDP &1 39 § 3feieh & 3R IT HRA &l 99 T ST &; TR Hriad o 9gl fowdl A9 off Y 3R
SATTTe 1 H g 3R fAfAHior sruerehd Bier &1 IR FN-Tem 3R A0 Feferae § I-3teliie garsl & "gu"|
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12 Commons and culture / TSI AT 3R T&pfa

3 of 8 papers. Culture and commons (Dec 2022); significance of commons among tribes (Jun 2023); historical
development of the concept of commons (Jun 2024).

Commons are resources used and managed collectively by a community: village forests, grazing land
(gauchar, shamlat), ponds and tanks, rivers and fisheries, sacred groves. Garrett Hardin's "tragedy of
the commons" (1968) argued that open access leads to overuse; Elinor Ostrom (Governing the Commons,
1990) showed that communities often manage commons sustainably through their own rules.
Historical development in India: pre-colonial communities had customary rights; colonial forest and
revenue laws (from 1878) turned many commons into state property; after Independence,
privatisation, encroachment and development projects shrank them further, and N. S. Jodha's studies
in dry regions (1980s) showed that the poor depend most on these shrinking commons. Culture and
commons among tribes: commons are bound up with identity, religion (sacred groves, deities of hills
and forests), festivals and norms of sharing; the Niyamgiri case (2013), where Dongria Kondh gram
sabhas rejected bauxite mining on a sacred hill, shows the link. The Forest Rights Act (2006)
recognises community forest rights.

[T T () T gRT e 9 J IUFNT 3R Yeford Tamed: A a, TR 3R qera i, drer, et
Tfas IUS | TS (1968): &1 HETEHT hl ATH"; M (1990): THEH U I & TRl UaeH X Hahd 6| WRA &
tfdee fawra: gd-sfufafie W AfdER; 1878 T 9 3R ISTed S| A 3¢ A9 JUf I-1T; Wdsidl o 91
fstieRtoT, AfaeraoT iR TRASHIST & 3R Hgpa; TA. TH. STeT (1980 ol 327e): TR 36l X Had 3Afeeh (R | Sewitaat
T ugaH, enf (U I, TeTSt & adT), AlER 3R A18iel & Ares; Famfft (2013) & sinfvar sy am gemel 3 @
sTdienR feam| 9 STfiieRR STfAfaam (2006) AT o StfewR a1 8

13 Census and identity politics; civil society / SFRTUT 3R uga &l IAs=Afa; AnTRS
TS

Once each. Census and identity politics in colonial India (Dec 2022); civil society, its features and relevance (Jun 2026).

Census and identity politics. The colonial census counted and classified Indians by religion, caste and
tribe, turning fluid, local identities into fixed, enumerated categories, a process Bernard Cohn called
"objectification". Counting made numbers politically important: religious communities compared
their shares, and Risley's attempt to rank castes in 1901 led caste associations to petition for higher
places and new names. Separate electorates (1909) linked counts to representation. The legacy
continues in debates on caste enumeration today.

Civil society. The sphere of voluntary associations between family, market and state. Features:
voluntary membership, autonomy from the state, plurality, a public sphere of debate and civility.
Relevance: it checks state power, voices citizens' demands, builds social capital, delivers services and
drives movements, such as the Right to Information campaign. Limits: urban and middle-class bias,
donor dependence, and "uncivil" groups; Partha Chatterjee argues many poor Indians engage the state
through "political society" instead.

TOET 3R UgaE Y ATt ufafe S 3 o, shfa ok Seenia 3 mar R et o avfteor i, Sraa
T, TG UgaT R AR ST (F1E Hie o1 "aeIeheur”) | GEATE IST-iTdeh €U & Heaqut a+; 1901 § et & ifd-
T QST TGS 3 S WM % fory arfRiestt &f; geaes Mates (1909) 1
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AT TS URAR, SR 3R AT & o Wiedsds Qa1 ol &7 | [Aqwart: Wiss qeadr, T59 ¥ W, Jgad,
HIASIeh 969 | FTERIhT: TT U G, AR bl [T, TS Yoil, TaTd, TG (T Sl ATHR) | HHET: Tal-
AT S[hTd, STaT aT; uref Tesit i "WStifde THmT |
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Questions are summarised in a few words, not quoted. Sources: IGNOU question-paper archive (2022-2024) and
ignou.ac.in (2024-2026).

Session

o / Section | Section I

Dec 2022 Approaches to Indian society and culture; historical =~ Culture and commons; Ghurye on tribal
roots of sociology in India; Ambedkar on the origin transformation; social differentiation among
of caste; census and identity politics; notes: tribes; urbanisation and rural India; notes:
undifferentiated peasant society, middle class secularism, components of social movements

Jun 2023 Emergence of sociology in India; social classes and Ghurye on the tribal question; religion and
gender hierarchy; descent approach to caste; Green culture; peasant movements; impact of
Revolution and agrarian class relations; approaches  urbanisation; commons among tribes
to kinship

Dec 2023 Growth of sociology in India; village structure Social differentiation among tribes; impact of
through caste; book view vs field view of caste; globalisation; religion and culture; Indian vs
changing agrarian structure; significance of village Western secularism; changing social movements
studies

Jun 2024 Western scholars' approaches; emergence of Concept of commons; urbanisation; trends of
sociology; expansion of teaching and research in the = migration; homogenisation and hybridisation;
1950s-60s; purity and pollution; change in agrarian old vs new social movements
structure

Dec 2024 Social background of sociology's emergence; colonial Social differentiation among tribes; religion's
perspective on caste; is marriage universal; cohesive role; peasant movements; globalisation
industrialisation, migration and urbanisation; and the middle class; is India post-industrial
growth of the working class

Jun 2025 India's heritage of socio-cultural reflection; British Sanskritisation among tribes; Gandhi and Nehru
understanding of tribes; caste, class and gender in on industrialisation; globalisation and social
village structure; Ambedkar on the origin of caste; change; identity and social movements; socio-
text and field views of family religious and cultural bonds

Dec 2025 Socio-economic context of sociology's emergence; Verrier Elwin on tribes; migration and rural
book view vs field view of caste; changing patterns of society; dimensions of social movements; impact
marriage; Green Revolution and agrarian class of urbanisation; is India post-industrial
relations; gender and caste

Jun 2026  Research trends in the 1970s and after; Ambedkar on  Socio-political transformation of tribes;

caste; is marriage universal; new vs old social
movements; types of migration

globalisation and its features; social
differentiation among tribes; features of post-
industrial society; civil society

Honesty notes. These notes were written from standard sociological sources, not copied from IGNOU
blocks; check names and dates against your IGNOU study material if a detail matters. Figures marked
as approximate (urban share, informal workforce) change over time; verify the latest from a primary
source. Exam trends describe past papers and do not guarantee future questions.

FAE A Y A H-E GHSITESE Fidl ¥ o 7T €, IGNOU sifeh & Aohed gl | FFATA 3ifehs (T U,
ST FTdaeT) THT & 1Y SeeTd &; TdIan kg Wi Jid 9 Sird | 78 fUsel UsTusil &1 quiq g, wias &1 et =i
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