
M S O - 0 0 4  ·  I G N O U  M A  S O C I O L O G Y  ( M S O )

Sociology in India
भारत में समाजशास्त्र

Exam notes built from the trend of eight official IGNOU papers. Topics are
ordered by how often they were asked, and each one gives the core argument,
the Indian sociologists to cite and a 20-mark answer frame.

आठ आ�धिका�रिक IGNOU प्रश्नपत्रां के ट्र ंड परि आधिा�रित परिीक्षा नोट्स। टॉ�पक इस क्रम मं हैं  �क वे �कतनी बारि
पूछे गए, औरि हरि टॉ�पक मं मूल तकर्क , उद्धतृ करिने योग्य भारितीय समाजशास्त्री औरि 20 अंकां के उत्तरि की रूपरेिखा
है।

Papers analysed: December 2022, June 2023, December 2023, June 2024, December 2024, June 2025, December

2025, June 2026 (8 papers)

Source: official IGNOU Term-End Examination question papers (ignou.ac.in and the IGNOU question-paper archive).

Questions are summarised, not reproduced.
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How MSO-004 is set

All eight papers had the same frame: 3 hours, 100 marks, two sections of five questions, any five
answers with at least two from each section, about 500 words each. Only December 2022 included
short notes. Section I usually covers the history of Indian sociology, caste, village, agrarian structure,
family and marriage; Section II usually covers tribes, religion, urbanisation, migration, globalisation
and social movements.

सभी आठ प्रश्नपत्रां का ढाँचा एक जैसा था: 3 घंटे, 100 अंक, पाँच-पाँच प्रश्नां के दो भाग, कोइर्क पाँच उत्तरि, हरि भाग से कम-से-कम दो, प्रत्येक लगभग
500 शब्द। केवल �दसम्बरि 2022 मं सं�क्षप्त �टप्प�णियाँ थीं। भाग I मं प्रायः भारितीय समाजशास्त्र का इ�तहास, जा�त, गाँव, कृ�षि संरिचना, प�रिवारि
औरि �ववाह आते हैं; भाग II मं जनजा�तयाँ, धिमर्क, नगरिीकरिणि, प्रवास, वैश्वीकरिणि औरि सामा�जक आंदोलन।

This is the most predictable of the four core papers. Three topics appeared in every paper, and the top
ten topics covered at least eight of the ten questions in every session.

चारां मलू प्रश्नपत्रां मं यह सबसे अ�धिक प�ूार्वानमेुय है। तीन टॉ�पक हरि प्रश्नपत्र मं आए, औरि शीषिर्क दस टॉ�पक हरि सत्र के दस मं से कम-से-कम आठ
प्रश्नां को कवरि करिते थे।

The trend at a glance / ट्रेंड एक नज़र में

Topic / टॉ�पिक
Papers (of 8) /
प्रश्नपित्र

Sessions / सत्र

Emergence and growth of sociology in India / भारित मं
समाजशास्त्र का उदय

8/8 Every paper; twice or three times in
some

Caste: origin, views and ideology / जा�त 8/8 Every paper; twice in Dec 23, Jun 25,
Dec 25

Social movements, including peasant movements /
सामा�जक आंदोलन

8/8 Every paper (Dec 22 as a short note)

Tribes: perspectives, differentiation, change /
जनजा�तयाँ

7/8 Dec 22, Jun 23, Dec 23, Dec 24, Jun 25,
Dec 25, Jun 26

Urbanisation and migration / नगरिीकरिणि औरि प्रवास 6/8 Dec 22, Jun 23, Jun 24, Dec 24, Dec 25,
Jun 26

Agrarian structure and the Green Revolution / कृ�षि
संरिचना

5/8 Dec 22 (note), Jun 23, Dec 23, Jun 24, Dec
25

Religion, culture and secularism / धिमर्क, संस्कृ�त, धिमर्क�नरिपेक्षता 5/8 Dec 22 (note), Jun 23, Dec 23, Dec 24, Jun
25

Globalisation and Indian society / वैश्वीकरिणि 5/8 Dec 23, Jun 24, Dec 24, Jun 25, Jun 26

Family, marriage and kinship / प�रिवारि, �ववाह, नातेदारिी 5/8 Jun 23, Dec 24, Jun 25, Dec 25, Jun 26

Village, class and gender in social structure / गाँव, वगर्क,
जंडरि

5/8 Dec 22 (note), Jun 23, Dec 23, Jun 25, Dec
25

Industrialisation, working class, post-industrial
society / औद्योगीकरिणि

4/8 Dec 24, Jun 25, Dec 25, Jun 26

Commons and culture / साझा संसाधिन औरि संस्कृ�त 3/8 Dec 22, Jun 23, Jun 24

Census and identity; civil society / जनगणिना; नाग�रिक समाज 2/8 Dec 22, Jun 26
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Counts are papers, not questions. The appendix lists every question by session.

Study plan / अध्ययन योजना: Master topics 1–4 first; they were asked in seven or eight of eight papers.
Then 5–10. Topics 1–10 together covered at least eight of the ten questions in every paper analysed.

पहले टॉ�पक 1–4 पूरिी तरिह तैयारि करंि; ये आठ मं से सात या आठ प्रश्नपत्रां मं आए। �फिरि 5–10। टॉ�पक 1–10 ने हरि प्रश्नपत्र के दस मं से कम-से-
कम आठ प्रश्न कवरि �कए।
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Part A — Asked in every paper

1  Emergence and growth of sociology in India / भारत में समाजशास्त्र का उदय और �विकास

8 of 8 papers. Forms: emergence, historical roots, social or socio-economic background (asked every year); approaches to

Indian society, including those of Western scholars; expansion of teaching and research in the 1950s–60s; trends in the

1970s and recent decades; significance of village studies; India's heritage of reflection on socio-cultural reality.

1. A long heritage of reflection. Before sociology became a discipline, Indian traditions reflected on
social order: the Dharmashastras on varna and duty, Kautilya's Arthashastra on statecraft, Buddhist
and Jain critiques of Brahmanical hierarchy, and Bhakti saints such as Kabir and Ravidas who
questioned caste. In the 19th century, reformers such as Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Jyotirao Phule, Swami
Vivekananda, and later Gandhi and Ambedkar, produced sharp social analysis. Formal sociology built
on, and sometimes ignored, this heritage.

2. Colonial roots. British rule needed knowledge of its subjects. Orientalist scholars (William Jones,
Max Müller) studied Sanskrit texts and created a text-based image of India. Administrators wrote
district gazetteers and ethnographic surveys. The census, attempted in 1872 and held synchronously
from 1881, classified people by caste, tribe and religion; H. H. Risley's work, including The People of
India (1908), ranked castes and linked them to race. This "colonial sociology" made caste and religion
appear fixed and central.

3. Institutional beginnings. The first department of sociology came up at Bombay University in 1919
under Patrick Geddes; G. S. Ghurye led it from 1924 and trained a generation of sociologists. At
Lucknow, Radhakamal Mukerjee, D. P. Mukerji and D. N. Majumdar built an interdisciplinary school.
Nationalism shaped the questions: Indian scholars asked how tradition and modernity, and Indian
and Western knowledge, should relate.

4. Expansion in the 1950s–60s. After Independence, sociology expanded with planning and
development. The Indian Sociological Society was founded in 1951. Village studies flourished: M. N.
Srinivas (Rampura; dominant caste, Sanskritisation), S. C. Dube (Indian Village, 1955), McKim
Marriott's edited Village India (1955), and André Béteille's Caste, Class and Power (1965). The structural-
functional approach dominated. Louis Dumont and David Pocock launched Contributions to Indian
Sociology (1957) and called for a sociology of India rooted in Indian categories. The Indian Council of
Social Science Research (ICSSR) was set up in 1969.

5. Trends in the 1970s and after. The Emergency, agrarian unrest and movements pushed sociology
towards conflict, power and change. Key trends: Marxist analysis (A. R. Desai's Social Background of
Indian Nationalism, 1948, gained wider influence), the "mode of production" debate on agriculture,
studies of social movements and peasant struggles, the feminist turn after Towards Equality (1974), the
indigenisation debate on whether Western concepts fit India, and, from 1982, Subaltern Studies. Since
the 1990s: Dalit and Bahujan perspectives, gender, globalisation, diaspora, urban and digital sociology,
and environment.

Main approaches to Indian society. Indological or textual (Ghurye, Dumont's Homo Hierarchicus, 1966);
structural-functional (Srinivas, Dube); Marxist or dialectical (Desai, D. P. Mukerji, Ramkrishna
Mukherjee); civilisational (N. K. Bose, Surajit Sinha); subaltern; and Dalit-Bahujan and feminist
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perspectives. Western scholars' approaches ranged from orientalist textualism and colonial
administrative ethnography to Dumont's structuralism and the transactional approach of Marriott
and F. G. Bailey; critics say many reproduced a static, caste-centred and Brahmanical image of India.

Significance of village studies. They replaced the text-based "book view" with a field view; showed
that the village was not an isolated "little republic" (a colonial idea) but linked to towns, markets and
the state; introduced concepts like dominant caste and Sanskritisation; and trained Indian
sociologists in fieldwork. Critiques: they often took the upper-caste male view and treated the village
as a closed unit.

1. �चंतन की लंबी ��रासत: धिमर्कशास्त्र (वणिर्क औरि कतर्कव्य), कौ�टल्य का अ�र्थशास्त्र, बौद्ध औरि जैन आलोचना, कबीरि औरि रैिदास जैसे भक्त क�व;
19वीं सदी मं रिाममोहन रिाय, ज्यो�तरिाव फुिले, �ववेकानंद, औरि बाद मं गांधिी औरि आंबेडकरि।

2. औप�न�े�शिक जडं़: प्राच्य�वदां (�व�लयम जोन्स, मैक्स मूलरि) ने गं्रथ-आधिा�रित भारित की छ�व बनाइर्क; प्रशासकां ने गजे़�टयरि �लखे; जनगणिना
(1872 मं प्रयास, 1881 से एक साथ) ने जा�त, जनजा�त औरि धिमर्क के आधिारि परि वगर्गीकरिणि �कया; �रिज़ले ने जा�तयां को क्रम �दया औरि प्रजा�त से
जोड़ा।

3. संस्थागत आरंभ: बंबइर्क �वश्व�वद्यालय मं 1919 मं पै�ट्रक गेडेस के अधिीन पहला �वभाग; 1924 से जी. एस. घुयर्ये । लखनऊ मं रिाधिाकमल
मुकजर्गी, डी. पी. मुखजर्गी औरि डी. एन. मजूमदारि।

4. 1950–60 के दशिक मं ��स्तार: भारितीय समाजशास्त्रीय प�रिषिद (1951); ग्राम अध्ययन: श्री�नवास (रिामपुरिा; प्रबल जा�त, संस्कृ�तकरिणि),
एस. सी. दुबे (1955), मै�रियट (1955), आंदे्र बेते (1965); संरिचनात्मक-प्रकायार्कत्मक उपागम; डू्यमां औरि पोकॉक की कॉ���न्ट्रि ब्यूशंस �ु इं�डियन
सो�शयोलॉजी (1957); ICSSR (1969)।

5. 1970 के दशिक और बाद के रुझान: आपातकाल, कृ�षि अशां�त औरि आंदोलनां से संघषिर्क, श�क्त औरि प�रिवतर्कन परि ध्यान; माक्सर्कवादी
�वशे्लषिणि (ए. आरि. देसाइर्क), उत्पादन-पद्ध�त बहस, आंदोलन अध्ययन, �ुवडि� र्थस इक्वा�ल�ी (1974) के बाद नारिीवादी मोड़, देशीकरिणि बहस,
सबाल्टनर्क स्टडीज़ (1982); 1990 के बाद द�लत-बहुजन दृ�ष्टि, जंडरि, वैश्वीकरिणि, प्रवासी समुदाय, पयार्कवरिणि।

उपागम: भारित�वद्या/गं्रथीय (घुयर्ये, डू्यमां), संरिचनात्मक-प्रकायार्कत्मक (श्री�नवास, दुबे), माक्सर्कवादी (देसाइर्क, डी. पी. मुखजर्गी), सभ्यतागत (एन. के.
बोस, सुरिजीत �सन्हा), सबाल्टनर्क, द�लत-बहुजन औरि नारिीवादी। ग्राम अध्ययनां का महत्�: "गं्रथ दृ�ष्टि" की जगह "के्षत्र दृ�ष्टि"; गाँव "छोटा गणिरिाज्य"
नहीं ब�ल्क बाहरिी दु�नया से जुड़ा; प्रबल जा�त औरि संस्कृ�तकरिणि जैसी अवधिारिणिाएँ। आलोचना: उच्च-जा�त पुरुषि दृ�ष्टिकोणि।

ANSWER FRAME / उत्तर-रूपिरेखा

Pre-disciplinary heritage, in two or three lines / पूवर्क-�वरिासत
Colonial context: orientalism, census, Risley / औप�नवे�शक संदभर्क
Institutions: Bombay 1919, Ghurye, Lucknow school / संस्थागत आरंिभ
Post-1950 expansion: village studies, ISS 1951, Contributions, ICSSR / �वस्तारि
1970s onward: new trends; conclude with today's plural sociology / नए रुझान औरि �नष्कषिर्क

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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2  Caste: origin, views and ideology / जा�त: उत्प�त्ति, दृ�ष्टियाँ और �विचारधारा

8 of 8 papers. Forms: Ambedkar on caste and its origin (Dec 2022, Jun 2025, Jun 2026); book view vs field view (Dec

2023, Dec 2025); colonial perspective (Dec 2024); descent approach (Jun 2023); purity and pollution (Jun 2024); caste in

village structure (Dec 2023); gender and caste (Dec 2025).

Theories of origin. Traditional: the Purusha Sukta of the Rig Veda derives the four varnas from parts
of the cosmic being. Racial: Risley linked caste to Aryan and non-Aryan race. Occupational: J. C.
Nesfield saw castes as hardened occupational groups. Political: caste as a Brahmanical device to
maintain dominance. Ghurye stressed its Indo-Aryan Brahmanical roots and listed six features:
segmental division, hierarchy, restrictions on food and social intercourse, civil and religious
disabilities, restricted choice of occupation, and endogamy. No single theory is accepted today; caste
is seen as a long historical formation.

Ambedkar's view. In "Castes in India: Their Mechanism, Genesis and Development" (1916), B. R.
Ambedkar argued that the essence of caste is endogamy superimposed on exogamy. To keep a group
closed, it had to deal with "surplus" men and women, which explains sati, enforced widowhood and
child marriage. The Brahmins first enclosed themselves; other groups followed by imitation and by
being shut out. He rejected the racial theory and the idea that caste is a division of labour, calling it a
division of labourers in graded inequality. In Annihilation of Caste (1936) he argued that caste rests on
religious sanction in the shastras, so its abolition requires destroying that authority. He later led a
mass conversion to Buddhism (1956).

Book view vs field view. The book view comes from Sanskrit texts: the fourfold varna order with
Brahmins at the top, as presented by Indologists and partly by Dumont. The field view comes from
fieldwork: the real unit is the local jati, of which there are thousands; hierarchy is often disputed;
mobility occurs through Sanskritisation (Srinivas, first in Religion and Society among the Coorgs of South
India, 1952); and power and land matter, as in Srinivas's dominant caste (numerical strength,
economic and political power, ritual status, education). The field view showed caste as dynamic,
regional and linked to class and power.

Colonial perspective. British rulers saw caste as the essence of Indian society. The census classified
and ranked castes (Risley's 1901 ranking by social precedence led caste associations to petition for
higher status), and laws such as the Criminal Tribes Act (1871) stereotyped groups. Nicholas Dirks
argued in Castes of Mind (2001) that colonialism made caste more rigid and central than before.

Descent approach. It treats caste as a kinship and descent group: membership is by birth, groups are
endogamous, and caste is organised through lineages and clans (gotra). Adrian Mayer's Caste and
Kinship in Central India (1960) showed how caste works through kin networks. This approach explains
caste's persistence in marriage even when occupational and ritual features weaken.

Purity and pollution. Louis Dumont (Homo Hierarchicus, 1966) argued that caste rests on the
opposition of pure and impure, which ranks groups, separates them in marriage and food, and assigns
"polluting" work to lower groups. It regulates occupation, commensality and marriage. Critics (Gerald
Berreman, Dipankar Gupta) say Dumont neglected power and economic interest and took the
Brahmanical view as the view of all castes; Dalit groups never accepted their ascribed impurity.

Gender and caste. Caste endogamy depends on controlling women's sexuality; Uma Chakravarti
called this "Brahmanical patriarchy". Upper-caste women faced seclusion and widowhood rules, while
Dalit women faced both caste and gender violence. Honour killings and opposition to inter-caste
marriage show the link today.
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उत्प�त्ति के �सद्धान्त: पारंिप�रिक (ऋग्वेद का पुरुषि सूक्त), प्रजातीय (�रिज़ले), व्यावसा�यक (नेसफ़ील्ड), रिाजनी�तक। घुयर्ये  की छह �वशेषिताएँ:
खंडात्मक �वभाजन, संस्तरिणि, खान-पान औरि सामा�जक संपकर्क  परि प्र�तबंधि, नाग�रिक औरि धिा�मर्मिक �नयार्ये ग्यताएँ, व्यवसाय-चयन परि प्र�तबंधि, औरि
अंत�वर्मिवाह।

आंबेडकर का दृ�ष्टिकोण: "कास्ट्स इन इं�डया" (1916): जा�त का सारि ब�ह��ं�ाह पर आरो�पत अंत��ं�ाह है। समूह को बंद रिखने के �लए
"अ�त�रिक्त" स्त्री-पुरुषिां की समस्या से सती, बलात् वैधिव्य औरि बाल-�ववाह जैसी प्रथाएँ �नकलीं। ब्राह्मणिां ने पहले स्वयं को बंद �कया, बाकी ने
अनुकरिणि �कया। उन्हांने प्रजातीय �सद्धान्त को नकारिा औरि कहा �क जा�त श्रम का नहीं, श्र�मकां का �वभाजन है। जा�ति का �वनाश (1936): जा�त
को धिा�मर्मिक स्वीकृ�त �मली है, इस�लए शास्त्रां की सत्ता तोड़नी होगी।

गं्रथ दृ�ष्टि बनाम के्षत्र दृ�ष्टि: गं्रथ दृ�ष्टि: संस्कृत गं्रथां का चतुवर्कणिर्क क्रम। के्षत्र दृ�ष्टि: वास्त�वक इकाइर्क स्थानीय जा�त है; संस्तरिणि �ववा�दत; संस्कृ�तकरण
से ग�तशीलता (श्री�नवास, 1952); प्रबल जा�त (संख्या, आ�थर्मिक-रिाजनी�तक श�क्त, अनुष्ठा�नक �स्थ�त, �शक्षा)।

औप�न�े�शिक दृ�ष्टिकोण: अंगे्रज़ां ने जा�त को भारितीय समाज का सारि माना; जनगणिना ने जा�तयां को वगर्गीकृत औरि क्रमबद्ध �कया; �नकोलस डक्सर्क
(कास्��स ऑफ़ माइंडि, 2001) के अनुसारि उप�नवेशवाद ने जा�त को पहले से अ�धिक कठोरि बनाया।

�ंशि उपागम: जा�त को नातेदारिी औरि वंश समूह मानना: जन्म से सदस्यता, अंत�वर्मिवाह, गोत्र; ए�ड्र यन मेयरि (1960)। शिदु्धता और अशिदु्धता: लुइर्क
डू्यमां (होमो हायरा�कर्किकस, 1966): शुद्ध औरि अशुद्ध का �वरिोधि संस्तरिणि का आधिारि; आलोचना (बेरेिमन, दीपांकरि गुप्ता): श�क्त औरि आ�थर्मिक �हत
की उपेक्षा। जंडर और जा�त: अंत�वर्मिवाह स्त्री की यौ�नकता परि �नयंत्रणि परि �टका है; उमा चक्रवतर्गी: "ब्राह्मणिवादी �पतृसत्ता"।

ANSWER FRAME / उत्तर-रूपिरेखा

Define caste (varna vs jati) and list Ghurye's features / प�रिभाषिा औरि �वशेषिताएँ
The view asked (Ambedkar, book vs field, colonial, descent, purity-pollution) in detail / पूछा गया
दृ�ष्टिकोणि

Contrast with one other view / �कसी अन्य दृ�ष्टि से तुलना
Contemporary relevance: politics, marriage, violence, reservation / समकालीन प्रासं�गकता
Critical conclusion: caste as power, not only ritual / �नष्कषिर्क

3  Social movements / सामा�जक आंदोलन

8 of 8 papers. Forms: changing facets of peasant movements (Jun 2023, Dec 2024); changing facets and dimensions of

social movements (Dec 2023, Dec 2025); old vs new social movements (Jun 2024, Jun 2026); identity and social

movements (Jun 2025); short note on components of social movements (Dec 2022).

Definition and components. A social movement is sustained, organised collective action to bring
about or resist change, outside routine institutions. Components: (1) a shared grievance and collective
identity; (2) an ideology that explains the problem and the goal; (3) organisation and leadership; (4)
mobilisation of members and resources; (5) a programme of action (protest, petitions, strikes); (6)
change orientation. M. S. A. Rao classified Indian movements as reformist, transformative and
revolutionary; David Aberle's typology adds redemptive and alternative movements.

Old vs new social movements. Old movements (labour, peasant, nationalist) are class-based, focus on
material redistribution, are tied to parties and unions, and are hierarchically organised. New social
movements (environment, women's, Dalit, human rights, sexuality, anti-nuclear), theorised by Alain
Touraine, Alberto Melucci and Claus Offe, focus on identity, culture, quality of life and autonomy;
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draw on the educated middle class; and are decentralised networks. In India the line is blurred: Dalit,
tribal and environmental movements combine identity with material demands (Gail Omvedt's 
Reinventing Revolution, 1993).

Changing facets of peasant movements. (1) Colonial era: the Indigo revolt (1859–60), the Deccan riots
(1875), Champaran (1917) and Bardoli (1928) satyagrahas, the Kisan Sabhas (All India Kisan Sabha,
1936), and the Tebhaga (1946–47) and Telangana (1946–51) struggles against landlords and the colonial
state. (2) After Independence: land-reform agitations and the Naxalbari uprising (1967), a radical
movement of landless and poor peasants. (3) New farmers' movements of the 1980s: led by capitalist
and middle farmers, such as Sharad Joshi's Shetkari Sanghatana and Mahendra Singh Tikait's
Bharatiya Kisan Union, they demanded remunerative prices, cheap inputs and loan waivers, framing
a "Bharat vs India" divide. (4) Recent: farmer suicides and agrarian distress; the 2020–21 protests
against three farm laws, which were repealed in November 2021. The shift is from land and tenancy to
prices, markets and state policy, and from landless peasants to market-oriented farmers.

Identity and social movements. Identity gives a movement solidarity, meaning and a frame for
grievances ("we" against "them"). Movements also create and reshape identities: the Dalit movement
turned a stigmatised identity into a political one; the Jharkhand movement turned tribal identity into
a demand for statehood (achieved in 2000); women's movements built a shared gender identity across
class. Risks: identity politics can fragment broader solidarities.

प�रभाषा और घटक: सामा�जक आंदोलन प�रिवतर्कन लाने या रिोकने के �लए �नरंितरि, संग�ठत सामू�हक �क्रया है। घटक: साझा �शकायत औरि
सामू�हक पहचान, �वचारिधिारिा, संगठन औरि नेतृत्व, लामबंदी, कायर्क-योजना, प�रिवतर्कन-उन्मुखता। एम. एस. ए. रिाव: सुधिारिवादी, रूपांतरिकारिी औरि
क्रां�तकारिी आंदोलन।

परुाने बनाम नए आंदोलन: पुरिाने (मज़दूरि, �कसान, रिाष्टि्र वादी): वगर्क-आधिा�रित, भौ�तक पुन�वर्मितरिणि, दल औरि यू�नयन से जुडे़। नए (पयार्कवरिणि, स्त्री,
द�लत, मानवा�धिकारि): तूरेिन, मेलुची, ऑफे़; पहचान, संस्कृ�त, जीवन-गुणिवत्ता औरि स्वायत्तता; �वकंद्रीकृत नेटवकर्क । भारित मं यह �वभाजन धंुिधिला
है (गेल ओमवेट, 1993)।

�कसान आंदोलनां के बदलते रूप: औप�नवे�शक काल: नील �वद्रोह (1859–60), दक्कन दंगे (1875), चंपारिणि (1917), बारिडोली (1928),
अ�खल भारितीय �कसान सभा (1936), तेभागा (1946–47), तेलंगाना (1946–51)। स्वतंत्रता के बाद: नक्सलबाड़ी (1967)। 1980 के दशक
के नए �कसान आंदोलन: शरिद जोशी का शेतकरिी संगठन, महंद्र �सर्मिह �टकैत का भारितीय �कसान यू�नयन; लाभकारिी मूल्य, सस्ते आदान, ऋणि-
माफ़ी; "भारित बनाम इं�डया"। हाल मं: �कसान आत्महत्याएँ, 2020–21 का कृ�षि कानून �वरिोधि (नवंबरि 2021 मं कानून वापस)। बदलाव: भू�म
औरि काश्तकारिी से मूल्य, बाज़ारि औरि नी�त की ओरि।

पहचान और आंदोलन: पहचान आंदोलन को एकजुटता औरि अथर्क देती है; आंदोलन भी पहचान बनाते हैं: द�लत आंदोलन, झारिखंड आंदोलन (रिाज्य
2000), स्त्री आंदोलन। जो�खम: व्यापक एकजुटता का �वखंडन।

ANSWER FRAME / उत्तर-रूपिरेखा

Definition and components / प�रिभाषिा औरि घटक
Classification (Rao) or old vs new, as asked / वगर्गीकरिणि
Phases with Indian examples and dates / चरिणि औरि भारितीय उदाहरिणि
Role of identity, leadership or the state / पहचान, नेतृत्व, रिाज्य
Conclude on what has changed and why / �नष्कषिर्क
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Part B — Asked in most papers

4  Tribes: perspectives, differentiation and change / जनजा�तयाँ

7 of 8 papers. Forms: Ghurye on tribes (Dec 2022, Jun 2023); Verrier Elwin (Dec 2025); British official understanding (Jun

2025); social differentiation among tribes (Dec 2022, Dec 2023, Dec 2024, Jun 2026); socio-political transformation (Jun

2026); Sanskritisation among tribes (Jun 2025).

British understanding. Colonial officials saw tribes as "primitive", isolated and outside Hindu society.
Policy combined isolation and control: Scheduled Districts (1874), "excluded" and "partially excluded"
areas under the Government of India Act (1935), forest laws from 1878 that took away customary
rights, and the Criminal Tribes Act (1871) that stigmatised some communities. Missionaries worked in
many tribal areas. This left a legacy of land alienation, rebellion (the Santhal hul of 1855, Birsa
Munda's ulgulan of 1899–1900) and protective legislation.

Three approaches after Independence. (1) Isolation or protection: Verrier Elwin, who lived among
the Baiga and Gond (The Baiga, 1939), at first argued that tribes should be protected from exploitative
outsiders; critics called it a "national park" approach. He later served as adviser for the North-East
Frontier Agency. (2) Assimilation: G. S. Ghurye, in The Aborigines—"So-called"—and Their Future (1943),
saw tribals as "backward Hindus" who should be integrated into Hindu society. (3) Integration:
Nehru's middle path, his "Panchsheel" for tribal development (stated in his foreword to Elwin's A
Philosophy for NEFA), stressed development on tribals' own terms, respect for their land and forest
rights, and self-government. This became official policy, with the Fifth and Sixth Schedules.

Social differentiation among tribes. Tribes are not homogeneous. Development and reservation have
produced (1) a small educated, salaried and political elite; (2) differences between landowning and
landless households; (3) occupational diversification into wage labour, migration and services; (4)
rural–urban differences; (5) religious differences (Hindu, Christian, Sarna or traditional); and (6)
gender differences. Benefits of reservation tend to concentrate among a few advanced tribes and
families, leading to debates on sub-classification.

Socio-political transformation and Sanskritisation. Tribes have moved along a "tribe–caste
continuum" (Surajit Sinha), adopting Hindu practices: reform movements such as the Tana Bhagat
movement among the Oraons (from 1914) gave up meat and liquor to claim higher status, which is
Sanskritisation. Christianisation brought education and new elites. Politically, tribal movements won
the Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and Uttarakhand states (2000), the Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled
Areas) Act (1996) and the Forest Rights Act (2006). Ongoing issues: displacement by dams and mines,
land alienation, Naxalite conflict and identity politics.

�ब्रि�टशि समझ: अंगे्रज़ अ�धिका�रियां ने जनजा�तयां को "आ�दम" औरि �हर्मिदू समाज से बाहरि माना। नी�त: अनुसू�चत �ज़ले (1874), 1935 के
अ�धि�नयम मं "ब�हष्कृत" औरि "आं�शक ब�हष्कृत" के्षत्र, 1878 से वन कानून �जनसे परंिपरिागत अ�धिकारि �छने, आपरिा�धिक जनजा�त अ�धि�नयम
(1871)। प�रिणिाम: भू�म-हस्तांतरिणि औरि �वद्रोह (संथाल हूल 1855, �बरिसा मंुडा का उलगुलान 1899–1900)।

स्�तंत्रता के बाद तीन उपागम: (1) पृथक्करण/संरक्षण: वे�रियरि ए�ल्वन (द बैगा, 1939) ने शोषिक बाहरिी लोगां से संरिक्षणि की बात की;
आलोचकां ने इसे "रिाष्टि्र ीय उद्यान" दृ�ष्टिकोणि कहा। (2) आत्मसातीकरण: घुयर्ये  (1943) ने आ�दवा�सयां को "�पछडे़ �हर्मिदू" माना। (3) एकीकरण:
नेहरू का "जनजातीय पंचशील": उनकी अपनी प्र�तभा के अनुसारि �वकास, भू�म औरि वन अ�धिकारिां का सम्मान, स्वशासन; पाँचवीं औरि छठी
अनुसूची।
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सामा�जक ��भेदीकरण: �श�क्षत, वेतनभोगी औरि रिाजनी�तक अ�भजात वगर्क; भू�मधिारिी औरि भू�महीन; व्यावसा�यक �व�वधिता औरि प्रवास; ग्रामीणि-
शहरिी; धिा�मर्मिक (�हर्मिदू, इर्कसाइर्क, सरिना); जंडरि। आरिक्षणि के लाभ कुछ जनजा�तयां औरि प�रिवारिां मं कं�द्रत।

रूपांतरण और संस्कृ�तकरण: "जनजा�त-जा�त सातत्य" (सुरिजीत �सन्हा); ओरिाँव के बीच टाना भगत आंदोलन (1914 से) ने मांस औरि शरिाब
छोड़करि ऊँची �स्थ�त का दावा �कया। रिाजनी�तक रूप से: झारिखंड, छत्तीसगढ़ औरि उत्तरिाखंड रिाज्य (2000), पेसा (1996), वन अ�धिकारि
अ�धि�नयम (2006)। समस्याएँ: �वस्थापन, भू�म-हस्तांतरिणि, नक्सल संघषिर्क।

ANSWER FRAME / उत्तर-रूपिरेखा

Who are tribes: definition debate, Fifth and Sixth Schedules / प�रिभाषिा
Colonial legacy / औप�नवे�शक �वरिासत
The thinker or process asked (Ghurye, Elwin, differentiation, Sanskritisation) / पूछा गया �वषिय
Contrast with the integration approach / एकीकरिणि से तुलना
Current issues and conclusion / वतर्कमान मुदे्द औरि �नष्कषिर्क

5  Urbanisation and migration / नगरीकरण और प्रविास

6 of 8 papers. Urbanisation and its impact on Indian or rural society (Dec 2022, Jun 2023, Jun 2024, Dec 2025); trends

and types of migration (Jun 2024, Jun 2026); impact of migration on rural society (Dec 2025); industrialisation, migration

and urbanisation together (Dec 2024).

Urbanisation. The growth in the share of population living in towns and cities, together with the
spread of urban ways of life. India was about 31% urban in the 2011 Census, the latest full census; the
share is now higher, and you should check current estimates. Features of Indian urbanisation:
concentration in large metropolitan cities; growth driven partly by natural increase and
reclassification of villages as towns ("census towns"), not only migration; slums and informal
settlements; and "subaltern urbanisation" in small towns. Impact on society: nuclear households and
new family forms, weakening of caste in public life but its persistence in marriage and housing, new
occupations and a middle class, individualism and secularisation, but also slums, inequality, crime,
pollution and loneliness. Impact on rural India: remittances, new consumption patterns, commuting,
spread of urban values and media, a rural–urban continuum, and pressure on peri-urban land.

Migration: types. By distance, internal (intra-state, inter-state) and international; by stream, rural–
rural (the largest stream, much of it women migrating at marriage), rural–urban, urban–urban and
urban–rural; by duration, permanent, seasonal and circular; by cause, marriage, work, education,
displacement and distress. Everett Lee's push–pull model (1966) explains migration by factors at
origin and destination and intervening obstacles.

Trends. Most women migrate for marriage, most men for work. Labour moves from poorer states
(Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Odisha) to richer ones (Maharashtra, Gujarat, Delhi, Punjab, Kerala). Short-term
circular migration is large and undercounted. Gulf migration from Kerala and remittances shape
regional economies. The COVID-19 lockdown (2020) exposed the precarity of migrant workers when
millions returned home on foot.
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Impact of migration on rural society. Remittances raise incomes and investment in housing and
education; left-behind women take on farm and household headship ("feminisation of agriculture");
labour shortages and changes in caste and patron–client relations; new ideas and aspirations; but also
family separation, ageing villages and new inequalities between migrant and non-migrant
households.

नगरीकरण: नगरिां मं रिहने वाली जनसंख्या के अनुपात मं वृ�द्ध औरि नगरिीय जीवन-शैली का प्रसारि। 2011 की जनगणिना मं भारित लगभग 31%
नगरिीय था; अब यह अ�धिक है, वतर्कमान अनुमान जाँच लं। ��शेिषताएँ: बडे़ महानगरिां मं कंद्रीकरिणि, "जनगणिना नगरि", झु�ग्गयाँ, छोटे नगरिां का
�वकास। समाज पर प्रभा�: एकाकी प�रिवारि, सावर्कज�नक जीवन मं जा�त का कमज़ोरि होना परि �ववाह औरि आवास मं बने रिहना, नए व्यवसाय औरि
मध्य वगर्क; परि झु�ग्गयाँ, असमानता, अपरिाधि, प्रदूषिणि। ग्रामीण भारत पर प्रभा�: पे्र�षित धिन, नया उपभोग, आवागमन, नगरिीय मूल्यां का प्रसारि,
ग्राम-नगरि सातत्य।

प्र�ास के प्रकार: आंत�रिक औरि अंतरिरिाष्टि्र ीय; ग्राम-ग्राम (सबसे बड़ी धिारिा, अ�धिकतरि �ववाह से �स्त्रयां का प्रवास), ग्राम-नगरि, नगरि-नगरि, नगरि-ग्राम;
स्थायी, मौसमी औरि चक्रीय; �ववाह, काम, �शक्षा, �वस्थापन। एवरेिट ली (1966) का धिक्का-�खर्मिचाव (push-pull) मॉडल।

प्र�ृ�त्तियाँ: अ�धिकांश �स्त्रयाँ �ववाह के �लए, पुरुषि काम के �लए; �बहारि, उत्तरि प्रदेश, ओ�डशा से महारिाष्टि्र , गुजरिात, �दल्ली, पंजाब, केरिल की ओरि;
बड़ा अदृश्य मौसमी प्रवास; केरिल से खाड़ी प्रवास; को�वड-19 लॉकडाउन (2020) मं प्रवासी श्र�मकां की असुरिक्षा उजागरि हुइर्क।

ग्रामीण समाज पर प्र�ास का प्रभा�: पे्र�षित धिन से आवास औरि �शक्षा मं �नवेश; पीछे रिह गइर्क �स्त्रयां परि खेती औरि घरि का भारि ("कृ�षि का
स्त्रीकरिणि"); श्रम की कमी औरि जजमानी जैसे संबंधिां मं बदलाव; नइर्क आकांक्षाएँ; परि प�रिवारि का �बखरिाव औरि नइर्क असमानताएँ।

ANSWER FRAME / उत्तर-रूपिरेखा

Define the process; give one Census figure, labelled as approximate / प�रिभाषिा औरि एक आँकड़ा
Types or features as a classified list / प्रकारि या �वशेषिताएँ
Trends or causes (push–pull) / प्रवृ�त्तयाँ या कारिणि
Impact: positive and negative, urban and rural / प्रभाव
Policy issues and conclusion / नी�तगत मुदे्द औरि �नष्कषिर्क

6  Agrarian structure and the Green Revolution / कृ�षि संरचना और ह�रत क्रां�त

5 of 8 papers. Green Revolution and agrarian class relations (Jun 2023, Dec 2025); changing agrarian social structure (Dec

2023, Jun 2024); short note on undifferentiated peasant society (Dec 2022).

Agrarian structure is the pattern of land ownership, control and labour relations in agriculture.
Colonial land settlements (zamindari, ryotwari and mahalwari) created landlords, intermediaries and
indebted tenants. Daniel Thorner (The Agrarian Prospect in India, 1956) described three classes: maliks
(proprietors who live off rent), kisans (working peasants who own small plots) and mazdoors
(labourers who earn wages). After Independence, zamindari abolition removed big intermediaries,
but tenancy reform and land ceilings were weakly implemented, so land remained unequal.

Green Revolution and class relations. From the mid-1960s, high-yielding seed varieties with
irrigation, fertilisers and credit raised output in Punjab, Haryana and western Uttar Pradesh. Changes
in class relations: (1) a class of capitalist farmers emerged among the dominant peasant castes (Jats,
Kammas, Reddys, Patidars); (2) tenants were evicted and agricultural labourers turned into wage
workers, with attached labour giving way to casual labour; (3) inequality widened between regions
and between large and small farmers; (4) labour migration from poorer states to Punjab increased; (5)
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class conflict and the new farmers' movements grew. Francine Frankel's India's Green Revolution (1971)
linked these "economic gains" to "political costs". The 1970s "mode of production" debate asked
whether Indian agriculture had become capitalist. Some scholars argue the revolution also raised
wages and reduced poverty, so the picture is mixed.

Changing agrarian structure today. Fragmentation into marginal holdings; the "de-peasantisation" of
youth; non-farm rural employment; feminisation of agriculture; contract farming and corporate
entry; agrarian distress and farmer suicides; and Dalit assertion against landed castes.

Undifferentiated peasant society. A peasant community in which households differ little in land and
wealth, rely on family labour, produce mainly for subsistence and have weak class divisions. Russian
theory debated whether such peasantries resist capitalism (A. V. Chayanov's family labour farm) or
split into rich, middle and poor peasants (Lenin's differentiation thesis). The concept helps assess how
commercialisation and the Green Revolution differentiated Indian peasants.

कृ�ष संरचना: भू�म स्वा�मत्व, �नयंत्रणि औरि श्रम संबंधिां का प्र�तमान। औप�नवे�शक बंदोबस्त (ज़मींदारिी, रैियतवाड़ी, महालवाड़ी) से ज़मींदारि,

�बचौ�लए औरि कज़र्कदारि काश्तकारि बने। डे�नयल थॉनर्करि (1956): मा�लक, �कसान, मज़दूर। स्वतंत्रता के बाद ज़मींदारिी उन्मूलन हुआ, परि
काश्तकारिी सुधिारि औरि हदबंदी कमज़ोरि रिही।

ह�रत क्रां�त और �गर्वा संबंधि: 1960 के दशक के मध्य से अ�धिक उपज वाले बीज, �सर्मिचाइर्क, उवर्करिक औरि ऋणि से पंजाब, ह�रियाणिा औरि प�श्चिमी उत्तरि
प्रदेश मं उत्पादन बढ़ा। बदला�: प्रभुत्वशाली �कसान जा�तयां मं पँूजीवादी �कसान वगर्क; काश्तकारिां की बेदखली औरि मज़दूरिां का �दहाड़ी मज़दूरि
बनना; के्षत्रीय औरि वगर्गीय असमानता; पंजाब की ओरि श्र�मक प्रवास; नए �कसान आंदोलन। फ़्रां�सन फ़्रैं कल (1971)। 1970 के दशक की
"उत्पादन-पद्ध�त" बहस। कुछ �वद्वानां के अनुसारि मज़दूरिी बढ़ी औरि गरिीबी घटी, इस�लए �चत्र �म�श्रत है।

आज की कृ�ष संरचना: जोतां का �वखंडन, युवाआं का खेती से �वमुख होना, गैरि-कृ�षि ग्रामीणि रिोज़गारि, कृ�षि का स्त्रीकरिणि, अनुबंधि खेती, कृ�षि
संकट औरि �कसान आत्महत्याएँ।

अ��भे�दत कृषक समाज: एेसा कृषिक समुदाय �जसमं प�रिवारिां मं भू�म औरि संप�त्त का अंतरि कम हो, पा�रिवा�रिक श्रम औरि जी�वका-उत्पादन प्रमुख
हो। चायानोव (पा�रिवा�रिक श्रम खेती) औरि ले�नन (�कसानां का �वभेदीकरिणि) की बहस।

7  Religion, culture and secularism / धमर्म, संस्कृ�त और धमर्म�नरपेक्षता

5 of 8 papers. Religion and culture closely linked (Jun 2023, Dec 2023); does religion play a cohesive role (Dec 2024);

socio-religious and cultural bonds (Jun 2025); Indian vs Western secularism (Dec 2023; short note Dec 2022).

Religion and culture. In India, religion shapes and is shaped by culture: festivals, life-cycle rituals,
food rules, dress, music, art and pilgrimage carry religious meaning, while regional culture gives
religion local forms. Syncretic traditions (Sufi shrines, Bhakti, shared saints and festivals) show bonds
across communities. Cohesive role: following Durkheim, religion creates shared beliefs and rituals
that bind a community, gives moral order and meaning, and supports welfare and charity. Divisive
role: it also marks boundaries; communal mobilisation, riots and caste exclusion in temples show that
religion can divide as well as unite. A balanced answer shows both.

Secularism: India vs the West. Western (especially French and American) secularism means a "wall of
separation": the state and religion keep out of each other's spheres. Indian secularism, as interpreted
by courts and scholars, means equal respect for all religions (sarva dharma sambhava) and what Rajeev
Bhargava calls "principled distance": the state may intervene in religion to reform it (temple entry for
Dalits, abolition of untouchability, regulation of religious endowments) and may support religious
minorities (educational rights under Articles 29 and 30). The word "secular" was added to the
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Preamble by the 42nd Amendment (1976). Debates: critics call it "pseudo-secularism" or minority
appeasement; others say majoritarian politics threatens it; T. N. Madan and Ashis Nandy questioned
whether a Western concept suits a deeply religious society.

धिमर्वा और संस्कृ�त: भारित मं धिमर्क संस्कृ�त को औरि संस्कृ�त धिमर्क को आकारि देती है: त्योहारि, संस्कारि, खान-पान, वेशभूषिा, संगीत, कला औरि तीथर्क।
समन्वयी परंिपरिाएँ (सूफ़ी दरिगाहं, भ�क्त, साझा त्योहारि)। एकीकृत भ�ूमका: दुखर्गीम के अनुसारि धिमर्क साझा �वश्वास औरि अनुष्ठानां से समुदाय को
बाँधिता है। ��भाजनकारी भ�ूमका: साम्प्रदा�यक लामबंदी, दंगे, मं�दरिां मं जा�तगत ब�हष्कारि। संतु�लत उत्तरि मं दोनां �दखाएँ।

धिमर्वा�नरपेक्षता: भारत बनाम प�श्चिम: प�श्चिमी धिमर्क�नरिपेक्षता: रिाज्य औरि धिमर्क के बीच "अलगाव की दीवारि"। भारितीय धिमर्क�नरिपेक्षता: सवर्क धिमर्क समभाव
औरि रिाजीव भागर्कव का "सैद्धा�न्तक दूरिी" (principled distance): रिाज्य सुधिारि के �लए धिमर्क मं हस्तके्षप करि सकता है (मं�दरि प्रवेश, छुआछूत
उन्मूलन) औरि अल्पसंख्यकां का समथर्कन करि सकता है (अनुचे्छद 29 औरि 30)। "धिमर्क�नरिपेक्ष" शब्द 42वं संशोधिन (1976) से प्रस्तावना मं जुड़ा।
बहस: "छद्म धिमर्क�नरिपेक्षता" का आरिोप, बहुसंख्यकवाद का ख़तरिा, टी. एन. मदान औरि आशीषि नंदी की आलोचना।

8  Globalisation and Indian society / विैश्वीकरण और भारतीय समाज

5 of 8 papers. Impact of globalisation on Indian society (Dec 2023); homogenisation and hybridisation of culture (Jun

2024); impact on the middle class (Dec 2024); globalisation and social change (Jun 2025); meaning and features (Jun

2026).

Meaning and features. Globalisation is the growing interconnection of the world through flows of
goods, capital, people, technology, information and culture, compressing time and space. Features:
free trade and global production chains; mobile finance capital; transnational corporations; ICT and
digital media; migration and diasporas; global governance institutions (WTO, IMF, World Bank); and
cultural flows. In India it is usually dated to the 1991 reforms.

Impact on Indian society. Economy: growth of services and IT, new jobs and consumer goods, but
informal and insecure work and agrarian distress. Culture: consumerism, global brands and media,
spread of English, but also revival of local identities. Family and gender: more women in education
and services, dual-earner households, delayed marriage, but persistent patriarchy and new
vulnerabilities. Inequality: gains concentrated among the urban educated.

Homogenisation and hybridisation. Homogenisation theorists see a uniform, Western-led global
culture (cultural imperialism, "McDonaldization"). Hybridisation theorists see mixing: global forms
localised (glocalisation), such as Indian menus in global chains or Indian popular music blending
global genres. Most evidence in India supports hybridisation, alongside resistance and revival.

Impact on the middle class. The middle class grew with IT, finance and services; Leela Fernandes
described a "new middle class" defined by consumption and lifestyle as much as occupation. It gained
mobility, global careers and consumer goods, but also job insecurity, debt and status anxiety.
Politically it has become a major force in debates on governance and corruption.

अथर्वा और ��शेिषताएँ: वस्तुआं, पँूजी, लोगां, तकनीक, सूचना औरि संस्कृ�त के प्रवाह से �वश्व का बढ़ता अंतसर्सं बंधि, जो समय औरि स्थान को
संकु�चत करिता है। �वशेषिताएँ: मुक्त व्यापारि, ग�तशील �वत्त पँूजी, बहुरिाष्टि्र ीय �नगम, ICT, प्रवास, WTO-IMF जैसी संस्थाएँ, सांस्कृ�तक प्रवाह।
भारित मं 1991 के सुधिारिां से।

भारतीय समाज पर प्रभा�: सेवा के्षत्र औरि IT का �वकास, परि असुरि�क्षत काम औरि कृ�षि संकट; उपभोक्तावाद, वै�श्वक ब्रांड, अंगे्रज़ी, परि स्थानीय
पहचानां का पुनरुत्थान; �स्त्रयां की �शक्षा औरि रिोज़गारि मं वृ�द्ध, परि �पतृसत्ता बनी रिही; लाभ शहरिी �श�क्षत वगर्क मं कं�द्रत।

MSO-004 · IGNOU MA SOCIOLOGY (MSO) Part B — Asked in most papers

Built from official IGNOU Term-End Examination papers 13



समरूपीकरण और संकरण: समरूपीकरिणि: प�श्चिमी वै�श्वक संस्कृ�त; संकरिणि या "ग्लोकलाइजे़शन": वै�श्वक रूपां का स्थानीयकरिणि। भारित के
प्रमाणि अ�धिकतरि संकरिणि का समथर्कन करिते हैं।

मध्य �गर्वा पर प्रभा�: IT, �वत्त औरि सेवाआं से मध्य वगर्क का �वस्तारि; लीला फ़नार्सं �डस का "नया मध्य वगर्क", जो उपभोग औरि जीवन-शैली से भी
प�रिभा�षित है; ग�तशीलता औरि अवसरि, परि नौकरिी की असुरिक्षा, ऋणि औरि प्र�तष्ठा की �चर्मिता।

9  Family, marriage and kinship / प�रविार, �विविाह और नातेदारी

5 of 8 papers. Approaches to kinship (Jun 2023); is marriage universal in India (Dec 2024, Jun 2026); text and field views

of the family (Jun 2025); changing patterns of marriage (Dec 2025).

Approaches to kinship in India. (1) Indological: family and marriage from the Dharmashastras (forms
of marriage, the joint family ideal). (2) Regional or cultural: Irawati Karve's Kinship Organization in
India (1953) mapped distinct northern, central, southern and eastern zones; for example, north Indian
rules forbid marrying close kin, while south Indian (Dravidian) kinship favours cross-cousin
marriage. (3) Descent approach: focuses on lineage, clan and inheritance. (4) Alliance approach:
influenced by Lévi-Strauss and Dumont, it sees marriage as exchange creating alliance between
groups, especially in Dravidian kinship.

Text view and field view of the family. The text view presents the Hindu joint family (several
generations sharing residence, kitchen, property and worship) as the ideal and norm. The field view
shows that most households at any time are nuclear or supplemented nuclear, that families move
through cycles of jointness and division, and that "family" (kinship obligations) differs from
"household" (co-residence), as A. M. Shah argued in The Household Dimension of the Family in India
(1973). Joint-family norms persist through obligations even when residence is separate.

Is marriage universal in India? Changing patterns. Marriage remains near-universal: census data
show very few people never marry by their late 40s, and marriage is a social duty in most
communities. But patterns are changing: rising age at marriage, especially for educated women; more
self-chosen or "arranged love" marriages; matrimonial websites; inter-caste and inter-religious
marriages, though still a small share and often opposed; rising divorce, separation and single living in
cities; live-in relationships, which courts have recognised for some purposes; and debates on same-
sex relationships, decriminalised in Navtej Singh Johar (2018), though the Supreme Court declined to
recognise same-sex marriage in 2023. Dowry, endogamy and parental control remain strong.

नातेदारी के उपागम: (1) भारित�वद्या (धिमर्कशास्त्रां से प�रिवारि औरि �ववाह); (2) के्षत्रीय: इरिावती कवर्ये  (�कन�शप ऑगर्थनाइजे़शन इन इं�डिया, 1953):
उत्तरिी, मध्य, द�क्षणिी औरि पूवर्गी के्षत्र; उत्तरि मं �नकट संबं�धियां से �ववाह �न�षिद्ध, द�क्षणि मं ममेरेि-फुिफेिरेि भाइर्क-बहन �ववाह को प्राथ�मकता; (3) वंश
उपागम; (4) सहबंधि (alliance) उपागम: लेवी-स्ट्र ॉस औरि डू्यमां।

प�र�ार: गं्रथ दृ�ष्टि और के्षत्र दृ�ष्टि: गं्रथ दृ�ष्टि संयुक्त प�रिवारि को आदशर्क मानती है। के्षत्र दृ�ष्टि: �कसी भी समय अ�धिकांश गृह�स्थयाँ एकाकी या
�वस्ता�रित एकाकी होती हैं; प�रिवारि संयुक्तता औरि �वभाजन के चक्र से गुज़रिता है; "प�रिवारि" (नातेदारिी दा�यत्व) औरि "गृहस्थी" (साथ रिहना) अलग
हैं  (ए. एम. शाह, 1973)।

क्या ���ाह भारत मं सा�र्वाभौ�मक है? बदलते प्र�तमान: �ववाह लगभग सावर्कभौ�मक है: 40 के उत्तरिाधिर्क तक बहुत कम लोग अ�ववा�हत रिहते हैं। परि
बदलाव: �ववाह की आयु बढ़ना, स्व-चय�नत या "अरंिज्ड लव" �ववाह, �ववाह वेबसाइटं, अंतजार्कतीय औरि अंतधिार्क�मर्मिक �ववाह (अब भी कम औरि
�वरिोधि झेलते), बढ़ता तलाक औरि एकल जीवन, �लव-इन संबंधि, औरि समलैं �गक संबंधिां का अपरिाधिमुक्त होना (नवतेिज �सर्किह जौहर, 2018),
हालाँ�क 2023 मं सवार्येच्च न्यायालय ने समलैं �गक �ववाह को मान्यता नहीं दी। दहेज, अंत�वर्मिवाह औरि माता-�पता का �नयंत्रणि अब भी मज़बूत।
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10  Village, class and gender in social structure / सामा�जक संरचना में गाँवि, विगर्म और जेंडर

5 of 8 papers. Social classes and gender hierarchy in Indian social structure (Jun 2023); the village through caste (Dec

2023); caste, class and gender as the foundation of village structure (Jun 2025); gender and caste (Dec 2025); short note

on the middle class (Dec 2022).

The Indian village. Colonial writers such as Charles Metcalfe (1830) described villages as self-
sufficient "little republics". Village studies showed instead that villages were stratified and linked to
wider markets, towns and states. Caste organises residence (separate hamlets for Dalits), occupation
and the jajmani system of hereditary exchange of services for grain (studied by William Wiser, 1936),
and the dominant caste controls land and village politics. Class cuts across caste: Béteille's study of
Sripuram (Caste, Class and Power, 1965) showed that caste, class and power were once aligned but were
separating with land sales, education and electoral politics. Gender hierarchy shapes the division of
labour, inheritance, mobility and public participation; women's work is often unpaid and invisible,
and Dalit women face both caste and gender oppression.

Classes in India. Agrarian classes (landlords, rich, middle and poor peasants, labourers); the
industrial working class; the business class; and the middle class. The middle class emerged in
colonial times among English-educated professionals and clerks and led the national movement; after
1991 a larger "new middle class" grew with services and consumption.

भारतीय गाँ�: मेटकाफ़ (1830) जैसे औप�नवे�शक लेखकां ने गाँवां को आत्म�नभर्करि "छोटे गणिरिाज्य" कहा। ग्राम अध्ययनां ने �दखाया �क गाँव
स्तरिीकृत औरि बाहरिी बाज़ारि, नगरि औरि रिाज्य से जुडे़ थे। जा�त �नवास (द�लतां की अलग ब�स्तयाँ), व्यवसाय औरि जजमानी व्यवस्था (वाइज़रि,
1936) को संग�ठत करिती है; प्रबल जा�त भू�म औरि ग्राम रिाजनी�त �नयं�त्रत करिती है। �गर्वा: बेते (कास्�, क्लास एंडि पावर, 1965) के अनुसारि
जा�त, वगर्क औरि श�क्त पहले एक साथ थे, परि भू�म-�बक्री, �शक्षा औरि चुनावी रिाजनी�त से अलग हो रिहे थे। जंडर: श्रम-�वभाजन, उत्तरिा�धिकारि,
ग�तशीलता औरि सावर्कज�नक भागीदारिी मं पदानुक्रम; द�लत �स्त्रयाँ जा�त औरि जंडरि दोनां का उत्पीड़न झेलती हैं।

भारत मं �गर्वा: कृ�षि वगर्क, औद्यो�गक मज़दूरि वगर्क, व्यापारिी वगर्क औरि मध्य वगर्क। मध्य �गर्वा औप�नवे�शक काल मं अंगे्रज़ी-�श�क्षत पेशेवरिां औरि �ल�पकां
मं उभरिा औरि रिाष्टि्र ीय आंदोलन का नेतृत्व �कया; 1991 के बाद सेवाआं औरि उपभोग से बड़ा "नया मध्य वगर्क" बना।
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Part C — Backup topics

11  Industrialisation, working class and post-industrial society / औद्योगीकरण, मज़दूर
विगर्म और उत्तिर-औद्यो�गक समाज

4 of 8 papers. Is India entering a post-industrial society (Dec 2024, Dec 2025, Jun 2026); growth of the working class (Dec

2024); Gandhi and Nehru on industrialisation (Jun 2025).

Working class. Modern industry began in colonial India with Bombay's cotton mills (from the 1850s),
Bengal's jute mills, railways, mines and plantations. Workers came from rural migrants who kept
village ties, often recruited through jobbers; caste, religion and regional networks shaped the
workforce. Trade unions grew from the 1920s (the All India Trade Union Congress, 1920). After
Independence, the organised public and private sectors expanded, but most workers have always
been in the informal or unorganised sector, commonly estimated at around 90% of the workforce;
verify the latest figure.

Gandhi and Nehru. Gandhi opposed large-scale mechanised industry that displaced labour and
concentrated power; he favoured village and cottage industries, khadi and decentralisation, accepting
machines only where they did not replace human labour. Nehru saw heavy industry, science and
planning as the path to independence and prosperity; the Second Plan (Mahalanobis model) built
steel plants and public-sector industry. India adopted Nehru's model, with Gandhian elements such as
khadi and village industries kept as a supplement.

Post-industrial society. Daniel Bell (1973) described a society in which services dominate the
economy, professional and technical workers become the leading class, theoretical knowledge is the
key resource, and technology is planned. Is India post-industrial? Services now produce more than
half of GDP, and IT and business services link India to the global economy. But much of the workforce
is still in agriculture and informal work, manufacturing is relatively small, and services employment
is largely low-paid and informal. The best answer: India shows islands of post-industrial society
within a largely agrarian and informal economy, sometimes called a jump from agriculture to services
without full industrialisation.

मज़दूर �गर्वा: औप�नवे�शक भारित मं आधुि�नक उद्योग बंबइर्क की कपड़ा �मलां (1850 के दशक से), बंगाल की जूट �मलां, रेिलवे, खदानां औरि बागानां
से शुरू हुआ। श्र�मक ग्रामीणि प्रवासी थे, �जनके गाँव से संबंधि बने रिहे; जा�त, धिमर्क औरि के्षत्रीय नेटवकर्क  महत्वपूणिर्क थे। AITUC (1920)। अ�धिकांश
श्र�मक हमेशा अनौपचा�रिक के्षत्र मं रिहे, लगभग 90% माना जाता है; नवीनतम आँकड़ा जाँच लं।

गांधिी और नेहरू: गांधिी ने श्रम को �वस्था�पत करिने वाले बडे़ यंत्रीकृत उद्योग का �वरिोधि �कया औरि ग्राम-कुटीरि उद्योग, खादी औरि �वकंद्रीकरिणि का
समथर्कन �कया। नेहरू ने भारिी उद्योग, �वज्ञान औरि �नयोजन को स्वतंत्रता औरि समृ�द्ध का मागर्क माना (महालनो�बस मॉडल)। भारित ने नेहरू का मॉडल
अपनाया, गांधिीवादी तत्वां को पूरिक के रूप मं रिखा।

उत्तिर-औद्यो�गक समाज: डै�नयल बेल (1973): सेवाआं का प्रभुत्व, पेशेवरि औरि तकनीकी वगर्क, सैद्धा�न्तक ज्ञान कंद्रीय संसाधिन। क्या भारत उत्तिर-
औद्यो�गक है? सेवाएँ GDP का आधेि से अ�धिक हैं  औरि IT भारित को �वश्व से जोड़ता है; परि कायर्कबल का बड़ा �हस्सा अब भी कृ�षि औरि
अनौपचा�रिक काम मं है औरि �व�नमार्कणि अपेक्षाकृत छोटा है। उत्तरि: कृ�षि-प्रधिान औरि अनौपचा�रिक अथर्कव्यवस्था मं उत्तरि-औद्यो�गक समाज के "द्वीप"।
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12  Commons and culture / साझा संसाधन और संस्कृ�त

3 of 8 papers. Culture and commons (Dec 2022); significance of commons among tribes (Jun 2023); historical

development of the concept of commons (Jun 2024).

Commons are resources used and managed collectively by a community: village forests, grazing land
(gauchar, shamlat), ponds and tanks, rivers and fisheries, sacred groves. Garrett Hardin's "tragedy of
the commons" (1968) argued that open access leads to overuse; Elinor Ostrom (Governing the Commons,
1990) showed that communities often manage commons sustainably through their own rules. 
Historical development in India: pre-colonial communities had customary rights; colonial forest and
revenue laws (from 1878) turned many commons into state property; after Independence,
privatisation, encroachment and development projects shrank them further, and N. S. Jodha's studies
in dry regions (1980s) showed that the poor depend most on these shrinking commons. Culture and
commons among tribes: commons are bound up with identity, religion (sacred groves, deities of hills
and forests), festivals and norms of sharing; the Niyamgiri case (2013), where Dongria Kondh gram
sabhas rejected bauxite mining on a sacred hill, shows the link. The Forest Rights Act (2006)
recognises community forest rights.

साझा संसाधिन (कॉमन्स): समुदाय द्वारिा सामू�हक रूप से उपयोग औरि प्रबं�धित संसाधिन: ग्राम वन, गोचरि औरि शामलात भू�म, तालाब, न�दयाँ,
प�वत्र उपवन। हा�डर्मिन (1968): "साझा संसाधिनां की त्रासदी"; ओस्ट्र ोम (1990): समुदाय अपने �नयमां से �टकाऊ प्रबंधिन करि सकते हैं। भारत मं
एे�तहा�सक ��कास: पूवर्क-औप�नवे�शक परंिपरिागत अ�धिकारि; 1878 से वन औरि रिाजस्व कानूनां ने इन्हं रिाज्य संप�त्त बनाया; स्वतंत्रता के बाद
�नजीकरिणि, अ�तक्रमणि औरि प�रियोजनाआं से औरि संकुचन; एन. एस. जोधिा (1980 का दशक): गरिीब इन्हीं परि सबसे अ�धिक �नभर्करि। जनजा�तयां
मं: पहचान, धिमर्क (प�वत्र उपवन, पहाड़ां के देवता), त्योहारि औरि साझेदारिी के मानदंड; �नयम�ग�रि (2013) मं डांग�रिया कांधि ग्राम सभाआं ने खनन
अस्वीकारि �कया। वन अ�धिकारि अ�धि�नयम (2006) सामुदा�यक वन अ�धिकारि देता है।

13  Census and identity politics; civil society / जनगणना और पहचान की राजनी�त; नाग�रक
समाज

Once each. Census and identity politics in colonial India (Dec 2022); civil society, its features and relevance (Jun 2026).

Census and identity politics. The colonial census counted and classified Indians by religion, caste and
tribe, turning fluid, local identities into fixed, enumerated categories, a process Bernard Cohn called
"objectification". Counting made numbers politically important: religious communities compared
their shares, and Risley's attempt to rank castes in 1901 led caste associations to petition for higher
places and new names. Separate electorates (1909) linked counts to representation. The legacy
continues in debates on caste enumeration today.

Civil society. The sphere of voluntary associations between family, market and state. Features:
voluntary membership, autonomy from the state, plurality, a public sphere of debate and civility. 
Relevance: it checks state power, voices citizens' demands, builds social capital, delivers services and
drives movements, such as the Right to Information campaign. Limits: urban and middle-class bias,
donor dependence, and "uncivil" groups; Partha Chatterjee argues many poor Indians engage the state
through "political society" instead.

जनगणना और पहचान की राजनी�त: औप�नवे�शक जनगणिना ने धिमर्क, जा�त औरि जनजा�त के आधिारि परि �गनती औरि वगर्गीकरिणि �कया, �जससे
तरिल, स्थानीय पहचानं �स्थरि शे्र�णियाँ बनीं (बनार्कडर्क कोहन का "वस्तुकरिणि")। संख्याएँ रिाजनी�तक रूप से महत्वपूणिर्क बनीं; 1901 मं �रिज़ले के जा�त-
क्रम से जा�त संगठनां ने ऊँचे स्थान के �लए या�चकाएँ दीं; पृथक �नवार्कचन (1909)।
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नाग�रक समाज: प�रिवारि, बाज़ारि औरि रिाज्य के बीच स्वै�च्छक संगठनां का के्षत्र। �वशेषिताएँ: स्वै�च्छक सदस्यता, रिाज्य से स्वायत्तता, बहुलता,
सावर्कज�नक बहस। प्रासं�गकता: रिाज्य परि अंकुश, नाग�रिकां की माँगं, सामा�जक पँूजी, सेवाएँ, आंदोलन (सूचना का अ�धिकारि)। सीमाएँ: शहरिी-
मध्यवगर्गीय झुकाव, दाता �नभर्करिता; पाथर्क चटजर्गी का "रिाजनी�तक समाज"।
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Appendix — Every question, by session

Questions are summarised in a few words, not quoted. Sources: IGNOU question-paper archive (2022–2024) and
ignou.ac.in (2024–2026).

Session /
सत्र Section I Section II

Dec 2022 Approaches to Indian society and culture; historical
roots of sociology in India; Ambedkar on the origin
of caste; census and identity politics; notes:
undifferentiated peasant society, middle class

Culture and commons; Ghurye on tribal
transformation; social differentiation among
tribes; urbanisation and rural India; notes:
secularism, components of social movements

Jun 2023 Emergence of sociology in India; social classes and
gender hierarchy; descent approach to caste; Green
Revolution and agrarian class relations; approaches
to kinship

Ghurye on the tribal question; religion and
culture; peasant movements; impact of
urbanisation; commons among tribes

Dec 2023 Growth of sociology in India; village structure
through caste; book view vs field view of caste;
changing agrarian structure; significance of village
studies

Social differentiation among tribes; impact of
globalisation; religion and culture; Indian vs
Western secularism; changing social movements

Jun 2024 Western scholars' approaches; emergence of
sociology; expansion of teaching and research in the
1950s–60s; purity and pollution; change in agrarian
structure

Concept of commons; urbanisation; trends of
migration; homogenisation and hybridisation;
old vs new social movements

Dec 2024 Social background of sociology's emergence; colonial
perspective on caste; is marriage universal;
industrialisation, migration and urbanisation;
growth of the working class

Social differentiation among tribes; religion's
cohesive role; peasant movements; globalisation
and the middle class; is India post-industrial

Jun 2025 India's heritage of socio-cultural reflection; British
understanding of tribes; caste, class and gender in
village structure; Ambedkar on the origin of caste;
text and field views of family

Sanskritisation among tribes; Gandhi and Nehru
on industrialisation; globalisation and social
change; identity and social movements; socio-
religious and cultural bonds

Dec 2025 Socio-economic context of sociology's emergence;
book view vs field view of caste; changing patterns of
marriage; Green Revolution and agrarian class
relations; gender and caste

Verrier Elwin on tribes; migration and rural
society; dimensions of social movements; impact
of urbanisation; is India post-industrial

Jun 2026 Research trends in the 1970s and after; Ambedkar on
caste; is marriage universal; new vs old social
movements; types of migration

Socio-political transformation of tribes;
globalisation and its features; social
differentiation among tribes; features of post-
industrial society; civil society

Honesty notes. These notes were written from standard sociological sources, not copied from IGNOU
blocks; check names and dates against your IGNOU study material if a detail matters. Figures marked
as approximate (urban share, informal workforce) change over time; verify the latest from a primary
source. Exam trends describe past papers and do not guarantee future questions.

�र्वामानदारी नोट: ये नोट्स मानक समाजशास्त्रीय स्रोतां से �लखे गए हैं, IGNOU ब्लॉक से नकल नहीं। अनुमा�नत आँकडे़ (नगरिीय अनुपात,
अनौपचा�रिक कायर्कबल) समय के साथ बदलते हैं; नवीनतम आँकडे़ प्राथ�मक स्रोत से जाँचं। ट्र ंड �पछले प्रश्नपत्रां का वणिर्कन है, भ�वष्य की गारंिटी नहीं।
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