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Diaspora and Transnational
Communities
डायस्पोरा और पारराष्ट्र ीय समुदाय

Exam notes for the second-year elective, built from the trend of seven official
IGNOU papers. Topics are ordered by how often they were asked, and each
one gives the core argument, the facts to cite and a 20-mark answer frame.

�द्वितीय व�र्ष के �े�च्छिक पाठ्यक्रम के परीक्षा नोट्स, सात आ�धिका�रक IGNOU प्रश्नपत्रां के ट्र ंड पर आधिा�रत।
टॉ�पक इस क्रम मं हैं  �क वे �कतनी बार पूछे ग�, और हर टॉ�पक मं मूल तकर्ष , उद्धतृ करने योग्य तथ्य और 20 अंकां
के उत्तर की रूपरेखा है।

Papers analysed: June 2023, December 2023, June 2024, December 2024, June 2025, December 2025, June 2026 (7

papers)

Source: official IGNOU Term-End Examination question papers (ignou.ac.in and the IGNOU question-paper archive).

Questions are summarised, not reproduced.
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How MSOE-002 is set

Only June 2024 and December 2024 had two sections. The other five papers had no sections, and the
number of questions has fallen: ten in 2023, nine in June and December 2025, and eight in June 2026.
Every paper asked for five answers of about 500 words, with no short notes. With only eight or nine
questions, a student can skip just three or four, so prepare broadly.

केवल जून 2024 और �दिसम्बर 2024 मं दिो भाग थे। बाकी पाँच प्रश्नपत्रां मं कोइर्ष भाग नहीं था, और प्रश्नां की संख्या घटी है: 2023 मं दिस, जून और
�दिसम्बर 2025 मं नौ, और जून 2026 मं आठ। हर प्रश्नपत्र मं लगभग 500 शब्दिां के पाँच उत्तर देिने थे; सं�क्षप्त �टप्प�णियाँ नहीं थीं। आठ-नौ प्रश्नां मं
केवल तीन-चार छोडे़ जा सकते हैं, इस�ल� व्यापक तैयारी करं।

The paper repeats heavily. Questions on settlement societies, the colonial background of emigration,
the Gulf and North America, Fiji, Bollywood, the political economy perspective and socio-economic
linkages each came back two or three times, often in almost the same words.

यह प्रश्नपत्र बहुत दिोहराता है। "सेटलमंट सोसाइटीज़", उत्प्रवास की औप�नवे�शक पृष्ठभू�म, खाड़ी और उत्तरी अमे�रका, �फ़िजी, बॉलीवुड, राजनी�तक
अथर्षव्यवस्था प�रपे्रक्ष्य और सामा�जक-आ�थर्थिक संबंधिां पर प्रश्न दिो-तीन बार, प्रायः लगभग उन्हीं शब्दिां मं आ�।

The trend at a glance / ट्रेंड एक नज़र में

Topic / टॉ�पिक
Papers (of 7) /
प्रश्नपित्र

Sessions / सत्र

Concepts and perspectives on diaspora / अवधिारणिा�ँ और
प�रपे्रक्ष्य

7/7 Every paper

India's diaspora policy and perceptions of NRIs / भारत की
डायस्पोरा नी�त

7/7 Every paper

Transnationalism, globalisation, identity and linkages /
पारराष्ट्र ीयता, पहचान

7/7 Every paper

Indian diaspora by region / के्षत्रवार भारतीय डायस्पोरा 6/7 Dec 23, Jun 24, Dec 24, Jun 25, Dec
25, Jun 26

Culture, cinema, writing and cyberspace / संस्कृ�त, �सनेमा,
सा�हत्य, साइबरस्पेस

5/7 Jun 23, Dec 23, Jun 24, Dec 25, Jun
26

Colonial background and indenture / औप�नवे�शक पृष्ठभू�म और
�गर�मट

4/7 Dec 23, Dec 24, Jun 25, Jun 26

Other diasporas: Jewish, Chinese, African / अन्य डायस्पोरा 3/7 Jun 23, Dec 24, Jun 26

Punjabi and Gujarati diaspora / पंजाबी और गुजराती डायस्पोरा 2/7 Dec 23, Jun 25

Counts are papers, not questions. The appendix lists every question by session.

Study plan / अध्ययन योजना: Topics 1–6 offered at least five attemptable questions in every paper (and two
per section where sections applied). Learn 7 and 8 too, since they repeat almost word for word.

टॉ�पक 1–6 से हर प्रश्नपत्र मं कम-से-कम पाँच हल करने योग्य प्रश्न �मले (और जहाँ भाग थे, वहाँ हर भाग से दिो)। टॉ�पक 7 और 8 भी पढं़, क्यां�क ये
लगभग शब्दिशः दिोहरा� जाते हैं।

Figures in this paper (size of the diaspora, remittances, population shares) change often. They are given as
approximate; verify the latest from the Ministry of External Affairs or World Bank before quoting them.
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Part A — Asked in every paper

1  Concepts and perspectives on diaspora / डायस्पोरा की अवधारणाएँ और प�रप्रेक्ष्य

7 of 7 papers. Forms: approaches to the study of the Indian diaspora; the ethnicity perspective; the political economy

perspective (twice); retentionist and adaptationist perspectives; plural society and ethnic perspectives; settlement societies

and the civilisational theory (three times).

What is diaspora? The word comes from the Greek for "scattering" and first described the Jewish
dispersion. William Safran (1991) listed criteria: dispersal from an original centre, a collective
memory of the homeland, partial alienation in the host society, an idea of return, commitment to the
homeland, and a group consciousness defined by that relationship. Robin Cohen (Global Diasporas,
1997) widened it into types: victim (Jewish, African, Armenian), labour (Indian indentured), imperial
(British), trade (Chinese, Lebanese) and cultural (Caribbean) diasporas. The Indian diaspora includes
Non-Resident Indians (Indian citizens abroad) and Persons of Indian Origin (foreign citizens of Indian
descent); the Ministry of External Affairs counts over 30 million in total (verify the current figure).

Main perspectives.

Ethnicity perspective: treats diaspora communities as ethnic groups in host societies; studies
boundary maintenance, identity, endogamy, associations and relations with other groups.
Strength: explains persistence of identity; weakness: can treat identity as fixed.

Retentionist vs adaptationist: retentionists stress how migrants preserve homeland culture
(religion, caste, language, rituals); Morton Klass's study of East Indians in Trinidad (1961) is often
cited. Adaptationists stress change, creolisation and integration in the new setting. Most cases
show selective retention with adaptation.

Plural society perspective: J. S. Furnivall described colonial societies (Burma, Netherlands Indies)
where ethnic groups "mix but do not combine", meeting only in the marketplace; M. G. Smith
applied it to the Caribbean. It explains the Indian–African divide in Guyana, Trinidad and Fiji, but
underplays interaction and class.

Political economy perspective: explains diaspora formation through the needs of capital and the
world economy: colonial plantation capitalism demanded cheap indentured labour after slavery
ended; post-war Western industry recruited labour; the Gulf's oil economy imported contract
workers; and global capitalism now draws skilled professionals ("brain drain") while remittances
flow back. It links migration to inequality between core and periphery.

Settlement societies and the civilisational perspective: "settlement societies" are the old
indenture-era colonies where Indians settled permanently and became a large share of the
population (Mauritius, Fiji, Trinidad, Guyana, Suriname), unlike sojourner or contract-labour
destinations such as the Gulf. A civilisational perspective sees the diaspora as carrying Indian
civilisation abroad and rebuilding it (temples, festivals, epics such as the Ramayana) in new
settings. I am not certain how the IGNOU unit frames the "civilisational theory", so check its exact
wording there.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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डायस्पोरा क्या है: यूनानी शब्दि, अथर्ष "�बखराव"; पहले यहूदिी प्रवास के �ल� प्रयुक्त। सफ़िरान (1991) के मानदंिड: मूल कंद्र से �बखराव, मातृभू�म
की सामू�हक सृ्म�त, मेज़बान समाज मं आं�शक अलगाव, वापसी का �वचार, मातृभू�म से प्र�तबद्धता। रॉ�बन कोहेन (1997) के प्रकार: पी�ड़ित
(यहूदिी, अफ़्रीकी), श्र�मिक (भारतीय �गर�म�टया), साम्राज्यवादी (�ब्रि�टश), व्यापा�रक (चीनी), सांस्कृ�तक (कै�र�बयाइर्ष)। भारतीय डायस्पोरा मं
अ�नवासी भारतीय (NRI) और भारतीय मूल के व्य�क्त (PIO) आते हैं; �वदेिश मंत्रालय के अनुसार कुल संख्या 3 करोड़ से अ�धिक (नवीनतम
आँकड़ा जाँचं)।

मिखु्य प�रपे्रक्ष्य: नृजातीयता प�रपे्रक्ष्य: डायस्पोरा को मेज़बान समाज मं नृजातीय समूह मानना; पहचान और सीमाआं का अध्ययन। प्र�तधारणवादी
बनामि अनकूुलनवादी: मातृभू�म की संस्कृ�त का संरक्षणि (मॉटर्षन क्लास, �त्र�नदिादि, 1961) बनाम न� प�रवेश मं प�रवतर्षन और �कीकरणि। बहुल
समिाज प�रपे्रक्ष्य: फ़ि�नर्थिवाल: समूह "�मलते हैं  पर घुलते नहीं"; �म. जी. �स्मथ ने कै�र�बयन पर लागू �कया। राजनी�तक अ�र्थव्यवस्�ा प�रपे्रक्ष्य:
दिास-प्रथा के अंत के बादि बागानां के �ल� सस्ता �गर�म�टया श्रम, युद्धोत्तर प�श्चिमी उद्योग, खाड़ी का तेल अथर्षतंत्र, और आज कुशल पेशेवरां का
पलायन तथा पे्र��त धिन। सेटलमिेंट सोसाइटीज़: �गर�मट-काल के उप�नवेश जहाँ भारतीय स्थायी रूप से बसे (मॉरीशस, �फ़िजी, �त्र�नदिादि, गयाना,
सूरीनाम), खाड़ी जैसे अस्थायी श्रम-गंतव्यां से �भन्न; सभ्यतागत प�रपे्रक्ष्य डायस्पोरा को भारतीय सभ्यता का वाहक मानता है। IGNOU इकाइर्ष मं
इसकी सटीक प्रस्तु�त जाँच लं।

ANSWER FRAME / उत्तर-रूपिरेखा

Define diaspora (Safran's criteria, Cohen's types) / प�रभा�ा
The perspective asked: core idea, key scholar, Indian case / पूछा गया प�रपे्रक्ष्य
Its strengths and limits / श�क्त और सीमा�ँ
Contrast with one other perspective / अन्य प�रपे्रक्ष्य से तुलना
Conclude: perspectives complement each other / �नष्क�र्ष

2  India's diaspora policy and perceptions of NRIs / भारत की डायस्पोरा नी�त और NRI की
छ�व

7 of 7 papers. Forms: evolution of the Indian state's position (Jun 2023); the Nehruvian policy (Jun 2025, Jun 2026); new

policies for diaspora–homeland relations (Jun 2025, Jun 2026); Indian states' policies (Dec 2024); typology of issue-based

emigration policies (Jun 2023, Dec 2024); how emigration and immigration policies affect migration (Dec 2023, Dec 2025);

perceptions of NRIs and overseas Indians (Jun 2023, Jun 2024).

Nehruvian policy (1947 to the 1970s). Nehru advised overseas Indians, especially in former colonies,
to identify fully with their countries of settlement and take local citizenship; India would support
them morally and oppose racial discrimination, but would not interfere in other states' internal
affairs. The priority was anti-colonial solidarity and non-alignment. Critics call it a policy of distance
or "benign neglect", visible when Indians were expelled from Uganda in 1972.

The shift since the 1990s. Economic reform, remittances and the rise of Indian professionals abroad
changed the approach. Key steps: the PIO Card (1999); the High Level Committee on the Indian
Diaspora chaired by L. M. Singhvi (report, 2001–02); Pravasi Bharatiya Divas from 2003, held on 9
January to mark Gandhi's return from South Africa in 1915; Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI, 2005),
later merged with the PIO card (2015); a separate Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs (2004), merged
into the Ministry of External Affairs in 2016; the Know India Programme; welfare funds and the e-
Migrate system for protecting workers in the Gulf; and large diaspora events during prime-ministerial
visits. Goal: mobilise the diaspora for investment, remittances, knowledge, philanthropy and soft
power, and protect vulnerable migrants.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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Emigration policies and their effect. Origin countries' policies can be classified by the issue they
address: (1) regulatory or protective (for example India's Emigration Act, 1983, and emigration-check
passports for low-skilled workers going to the Gulf); (2) promotional (labour export, as in the
Philippines); (3) diaspora engagement (dual citizenship, bonds, investment incentives); (4) return and
reintegration. Destination countries' immigration policies shape flows even more: the US
Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965 ended national quotas and opened the door to Indian
professionals; Canada's points system (1967) did similar; the Gulf's kafala sponsorship system ties
workers to employers; and the UK's tightening from the 1960s changed who could come. I do not have
a verified source for the exact typology in the IGNOU unit, so match these categories with it.

Perceptions of NRIs in India. Mixed and changing: admiration for success and wealth; the image of
the "model" or patriotic NRI who invests and gives (Resurgent India Bonds, 1998); resentment of "brain
drain" and of NRIs as privileged outsiders; stereotypes in cinema of the westernised or nostalgic NRI;
and more recently pride in diaspora achievement alongside concern for exploited Gulf workers.

नेहरूवादी नी�त (1947 से 1970 के दशक): नेहरू ने प्रवासी भारतीयां को अपने बसाव के देिशां से पूरी तरह जुड़ने और स्थानीय नाग�रकता लेने
की सलाह दिी; भारत नै�तक समथर्षन देिगा और नस्लीय भेदिभाव का �वरोधि करेगा, पर दूसरे देिशां के आंत�रक मामलां मं हस्तके्षप नहीं करेगा।
प्राथ�मकता: उप�नवेशवादि-�वरोधिी �कजुटता और गुट�नरपेक्षता। आलोचना: दूरी या "उदिासीनता" की नी�त, जैसे 1972 मं युगांडा से �नष्कासन के
समय।

1990 के बाद बदलाव: PIO काडर्ष (1999); �ल. �म. �सर्थिघवी की अध्यक्षता मं उच्च स्तरीय स�म�त (�रपोटर्ष 2001–02); प्रवासी भारतीय �दिवस
(2003 से, 9 जनवरी, गांधिी की 1915 मं दि�क्षणि अफ़्रीका से वापसी की सृ्म�त); OCI (2005), 2015 मं PIO काडर्ष का �वलय; प्रवासी भारतीय
मामलां का मंत्रालय (2004), 2016 मं �वदेिश मंत्रालय मं �वलय; भारत को जानो कायर्षक्रम; खाड़ी के श्र�मकां के �ल� कल्याणि को� और इर्ष-
माइगे्रट। लक्ष्य: �नवेश, पे्र��त धिन, ज्ञान, परोपकार और सॉफ़्ट पावर के �ल� डायस्पोरा को जोड़ना और कमज़ोर प्रवा�सयां की रक्षा।

उत्प्रवास नी�तयाँ और प्रभाव: मूल देिशां की नी�तयाँ: �नयामक या संरक्षणिात्मक (भारत का उत्प्रवास अ�धि�नयम, 1983), प्रोत्साहक (�फ़िलीपींस
का श्रम �नयार्षत), डायस्पोरा जुड़ाव, और वापसी-पुन�र्षकीकरणि। मेज़बान देिशां की नी�तयाँ: अमे�रका का 1965 का अ�धि�नयम, कनाडा की अंक-
प्रणिाली (1967), खाड़ी की कफ़िाला व्यवस्था, �ब्रिटेन मं 1960 के दिशक से कडे़ �नयम। IGNOU इकाइर्ष की सटीक वगर्गीकरणि-सूची से �मलान
करं।

भारत मिें  NRI की छ�व: सफलता और धिन के प्र�त प्रशंसा; �नवेश करने वाले देिशभक्त NRI की छ�व (�रसजर्जेंट इं�डया बॉन्ड, 1998); "प्र�तभा
पलायन" पर नाराज़गी; �सनेमा मं प�श्चिमीकृत या सृ्म�तमग्न NRI; और खाड़ी के शो��त श्र�मकां की �चर्थिता।

ANSWER FRAME / उत्तर-रूपिरेखा

Why states care about their diasporas / राज्य डायस्पोरा की �चर्थिता क्यां करते हैं
Phase 1: Nehruvian policy and its reasons / पहला चरणि
Phase 2: post-1990s engagement, with dated measures / दूसरा चरणि
Policy typology or perceptions, as asked / वगर्गीकरणि या छ�व
Conclude: from distance to engagement, with gaps in protecting workers / �नष्क�र्ष

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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3  Transnationalism, globalisation, identity and linkages / पारराष्ट्रीयता, वैश्वीकरण, पहचान
और संबंध

7 of 7 papers. Forms: transnationalism, globalisation and diaspora (Dec 2023, Dec 2025); diaspora in the age of

globalisation (Jun 2023, Jun 2024); globalisation, nationalism and identity (Jun 2023); deconstruction and reconstruction

of diasporic identity (Jun 2024); factors promoting socio-economic linkages (Dec 2024, Jun 2025, Jun 2026).

Transnationalism. Nina Glick Schiller, Linda Basch and Cristina Szanton Blanc (early 1990s) defined it
as the process by which migrants build social fields that link their country of origin and their country
of settlement; "transmigrants" live across borders through family, business, politics and religion. 
Globalisation intensifies this: cheap travel, phone and internet, global finance and media let
diasporas keep daily ties with the homeland. Diaspora, transnationalism and globalisation are
therefore linked: globalisation provides the means, transnationalism the practice, and diaspora the
identity.

Importance of diaspora in the age of globalisation. Remittances (India has been the world's largest
recipient, over 100 billion US dollars a year in recent years; verify the latest World Bank figure);
investment and entrepreneurship; knowledge networks and "brain circulation" (for example Indian
engineers linking Silicon Valley and Bengaluru); philanthropy; political lobbying and soft power; and
cultural flows.

Factors promoting socio-economic linkages. Family and kinship ties and marriage networks;
remittances and property; business and professional networks; religious and caste associations,
temples and gurdwaras; homeland policies (OCI, investment schemes, Pravasi Bharatiya Divas);
technology and media; and a sense of identity and obligation.

Identity: deconstruction and reconstruction. Migration breaks down the identities people carried
(caste, region, sometimes language) and reconstructs new ones in the host society: "Indian" or "South
Asian" identities, religious identities, and hybrid forms. Stuart Hall argued that diasporic identity is
not a fixed essence but always in process, shaped by difference and history; Homi Bhabha described
hybridity and a "third space". Globalisation and nationalism: diasporas can feed "long-distance
nationalism" (Benedict Anderson's term), supporting homeland political movements, while also
holding cosmopolitan, hybrid identities.

पारराष्ट्र ीयता: �ग्लक �शलर, बाश और ज़ांटन ब्लांक (1990 के दिशक के आरंभ): वह प्र�क्रया �जसमं प्रवासी मूल देिश और बसाव के देिश को जोड़ने
वाले सामा�जक के्षत्र बनाते हैं; प�रवार, व्यापार, राजनी�त और धिमर्ष के माध्यम से सीमाआं के पार जीवन। वैश्वीकरण इसे सघन करता है: सस्ती
यात्रा, फ़िोन, इंटरनेट, वै�श्विक �वत्त और मी�डया। वैश्विीकरणि साधिन देिता है, पारराष्ट्र ीयता व्यवहार, और डायस्पोरा पहचान।

वैश्वीकरण के यगु मिें  डायस्पोरा का मिहत्व: पे्र��त धिन (भारत हाल के व�ार्जें  मं �वश्वि का सबसे बड़ा प्राप्तकतार्ष, प्र�त व�र्ष 100 अरब डॉलर से अ�धिक;
�वश्वि बैंक का नवीनतम आँकड़ा जाँचं), �नवेश, ज्ञान नेटवकर्ष  और "प्र�तभा प�रसंचरणि", परोपकार, लॉ�बर्थिग और सॉफ़्ट पावर।

सामिा�जक-आ��र्थिक संबंधाें  को बढ़ाने वाले कारक: प�रवार, नातेदिारी और �ववाह नेटवकर्ष ; पे्र��त धिन और संप�त्त; व्यापार और पेशेवर नेटवकर्ष ;
धिा�मर्थिक और जातीय संगठन, मं�दिर और गुरुद्विारे; मातृभू�म की नी�तयाँ (OCI, प्रवासी भारतीय �दिवस); तकनीक और मी�डया; पहचान और दिा�यत्व
की भावना।

पहचान का �वखंडन और पनु�नर्थिमिार्थण: प्रवास पुरानी पहचानां (जा�त, के्षत्र, भा�ा) को तोड़ता और नइर्ष पहचानं बनाता है: "भारतीय" या "दि�क्षणि
��शयाइर्ष", धिा�मर्थिक और संकर पहचानं। स्टुअटर्ष हॉल: डायस्पोरा पहचान �स्थर सार नहीं, सतत प्र�क्रया है; होमी भाभा: संकरता और "तीसरा स्थान"।
डायस्पोरा "दूरस्थ राष्ट्र वादि" (बेने�डक्ट �ंडरसन) को भी पो��त कर सकते हैं।
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ANSWER FRAME / उत्तर-रूपिरेखा

Define the three terms and show how they connect / तीनां शब्दि और उनका संबंधि
Role and importance of the diaspora today, with figures marked approximate / आज की भू�मका
Linkage factors or identity processes, as asked / संबंधि-कारक या पहचान
Indian examples (Silicon Valley, Gulf remittances, gurdwaras) / भारतीय उदिाहरणि
Conclude with tensions: nationalism vs cosmopolitanism, exploitation of workers / �नष्क�र्ष

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

MSOE-002 · IGNOU MA SOCIOLOGY (MSO) Part A — Asked in every paper

Built from official IGNOU Term-End Examination papers 7



Part B — Asked in most papers

4  Indian diaspora by region / क्षेत्रवार भारतीय डायस्पोरा

6 of 7 papers. Gulf vs North America (Dec 2023, Jun 2024) and emigration to the Gulf (Dec 2025); USA: changing patterns,

formation, education profile (Dec 2023, Dec 2024, Dec 2025, Jun 2026); Fiji (Dec 2023, Jun 2024, Jun 2025); Africa:

identity issues (Dec 2023, Jun 2025); Caribbean inter-racial divide (Dec 2024, Dec 2025); UK (Dec 2024); Canada (Dec

2025); Europe, second wave (Jun 2024); South-East Asia (Dec 2025).

Region / क्षेत्र Key facts / मुख्य तथ्य

Gulf / खाड़िी Large-scale migration after the 1970s oil boom; mainly semi-skilled and unskilled contract
workers from Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar; no path to
citizenship; the kafala system ties workers to sponsors; issues of wage theft, poor housing,
confiscated passports; a major source of remittances. About 9 million Indians live in the Gulf
(approximate; verify). / 1970 के दिशक के तेल उछाल के बादि अनुबंधि श्र�मक; नाग�रकता नहीं; कफ़िाला; शो�णि; पे्र��त धिन का बड़ा
स्रोत।

USA / अमेि�रका Early Punjabi farmers in California; exclusion laws and the Thind case (1923) denying citizenship;
the Luce–Celler Act (1946); the 1965 Act opened entry to professionals; later IT workers on H-1B
visas. Indian Americans have among the highest education and income levels of any US group,
though there is a less visible working-class segment. / 1965 के बादि पेशेवर; उच्च �शक्षा और आय।

Gulf vs North
America / तलुना

Gulf: temporary, low-skilled, male, no rights to settle, remittance-oriented. North America:
permanent, highly skilled, family settlement, citizenship, political participation, "model minority"
image. / अस्थायी बनाम स्थायी; अकुशल बनाम कुशल।

Canada / कनाडा Punjabi Sikh pioneers in British Columbia; the Komagata Maru (1914) turned away from
Vancouver; growth after the points system (1967); today a large, politically active community and
many international students. Future trends: student-led migration, political influence, and
diplomatic tensions. / कोमागाटा मारू (1914); अंक-प्रणिाली के बादि वृ�द्ध।

UK / �ब्रिटेन Post-war labour migration from Punjab and Gujarat; "twice migrants" from East Africa in the late
1960s–70s (Parminder Bhachu); now a large, mostly middle-class community, prominent in
business and politics. / युद्धोत्तर श्र�मक; पूवर्गी अफ़्रीका से "दिोहरे प्रवासी"।

Fiji / �फ़िजी Indentured Indians arrived from 1879 to 1916 to work on sugar plantations. Indo-Fijians became
about half of the population but could not own most land, which is held by indigenous Fijians.
Military coups in 1987 and 2000 targeted Indo-Fijian-led governments and led to large-scale
emigration; their share of the population has since fallen (verify the current figure). / 1879 से
�गर�म�टया; भू�म-स्वा�मत्व से वं�चत; 1987 और 2000 के तख़्तापलट और पलायन।

Caribbean /
कै�र�बयन

Indentured labour from 1838 (Guyana) and 1845 (Trinidad). Indo- and Afro-Caribbean
communities live in a plural-society pattern, with competing political parties, stereotypes and
occasional violence; mixed "dougla" identities and creolisation show interaction. / 1838 (गयाना),
1845 (�त्र�नदिादि); भारतीय और अफ़्रीकी समुदिायां का अंतर-नस्लीय �वभाजन।

Africa / अफ़्रीका South Africa: indentured labour to Natal from 1860, then "passenger" traders; Gandhi's struggle
(1893–1914); apartheid classification. East Africa: railway workers and traders; the "middleman"
position between Europeans and Africans bred resentment; the expulsion of Asians from Uganda
by Idi Amin (1972). Identity issues: belonging, citizenship, racial in-betweenness. / नेटाल (1860), गांधिी,
युगांडा �नष्कासन (1972)।

Europe,
second wave /
यरूोप

The first wave was colonial (indenture, kangani, traders); the second wave after the 1950s–60s
brought workers and professionals to industrial Western countries; it includes twice migrants
such as Surinamese Hindustanis in the Netherlands and, more recently, IT professionals and
students. / दूसरी लहर: औद्यो�गक प�श्चिम मं श्र�मक और पेशेवर।
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Region / क्षेत्र Key facts / मुख्य तथ्य

South-East
Asia / द�क्षिण-पवूर्थ
ए�शया

Old trade and cultural links; colonial migration of Tamil plantation labour through the kangani
system to Malaya, and of Chettiar moneylenders and traders to Burma; today large Indian
communities in Malaysia and Singapore, with issues of ethnic politics in Malaysia. / कंगानी प्रणिाली से
त�मल श्र�मक; मले�शया और �सर्थिगापुर।

ANSWER FRAME / उत्तर-रूपिरेखा

History of migration to the region (phase, period, source regions) / प्रवास का इ�तहास
Socio-economic profile: occupation, education, class / सामा�जक-आ�थर्थिक स्वरूप
Relations with the host society and identity issues / मेज़बान समाज से संबंधि और पहचान
Links with India / भारत से संबंधि
Current trends and conclusion / वतर्षमान रुझान और �नष्क�र्ष

5  Culture, cinema, writing and cyberspace / संस्कृ�त, �सनेमा, सा�हत्य और साइबरस्पेस

5 of 7 papers. Bollywood and the diaspora (Dec 2023, Dec 2025); diaspora in Hindi films (Jun 2024); diaspora writing and

cultural identity (Jun 2024); the diaspora in cyberspace (Jun 2023, Jun 2026).

Bollywood. From the 1990s Hindi cinema turned to the diaspora as subject and market. Films such as 
Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge (1995), Pardes (1997), Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Gham (2001) and Namaste London
(2007) portrayed NRIs who remain "Indian at heart" through family values, arranged marriage and
festivals, contrasting them with Western materialism. Earlier films such as Purab aur Paschim (1970)
presented the West as a moral danger. Bollywood thus helps diasporas sustain identity and lets India
imagine its global self; critics note that it shows mainly affluent, upper-caste Hindu North Indians and
ignores indentured descendants and Gulf workers.

Diaspora writing. Writers explore displacement, memory, hybridity and belonging: V. S. Naipaul (A
House for Mr Biswas, 1961, on Indo-Trinidadian life); Salman Rushdie (the essay "Imaginary
Homelands" on remembered India); Jhumpa Lahiri (Interpreter of Maladies, 1999; The Namesake, 2003,
on second-generation identity); Bharati Mukherjee, Rohinton Mistry and M. G. Vassanji; and Amitav
Ghosh's Sea of Poppies (2008) on indenture. Writing is a marker of cultural identity because it records
and reshapes how diasporas see themselves.

Cyberspace. Websites, forums, social media, matrimonial portals, online religious services and
diaspora news sites connect scattered communities, enable "virtual" homeland politics and activism,
organise philanthropy and preserve languages. They also spread polarising long-distance nationalism
and misinformation.

बॉलीवडु: 1990 के दिशक से �हर्थिदिी �सनेमा ने डायस्पोरा को �व�य और बाज़ार बनाया: �दिलवाले दुल्ह�निया ले जाएँगे (1995), परदेिस (1997), 

कभी खु़शी कभी ग़म (2001), निमस्ते लंदिनि (2007); NRI जो पा�रवा�रक मूल्यां, �ववाह और त्योहारां से "�दिल से भारतीय" रहते हैं। पहले की 
पूरब और प�श्चिम (1970) ने प�श्चिम को नै�तक ख़तरा �दिखाया। आलोचना: मुख्यतः संपन्न, उच्च-जा�त, उत्तर भारतीय �हर्थिदू छ�व; �गर�म�टया वंशजां
और खाड़ी श्र�मकां की उपेक्षा।

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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डायस्पोरा सा�हत्य: �वस्थापन, सृ्म�त, संकरता और अपनापन: वी. �स. नायपॉल (ए हाउस फ़ॉर �मस्टर �बस्वास, 1961), सलमान रुश्दिी
("इमे�जनरी होमलैं ड्स"), झुम्पा ला�हड़ी (इंटरपे्रटर ऑफ़ मैलेडीज़, 1999; दि नेिमसेक, 2003), भारती मुखजर्गी, रो�हर्थिटन �मस्त्री, �म. जी. वसनजी,
अ�मताव घो� (सी ऑफ़ पॉपीज़, 2008)।

साइबरस्पेस: वेबसाइटं, सोशल मी�डया, �ववाह पोटर्षल, ऑनलाइन धिा�मर्थिक सेवा�ँ �बखरे समुदिायां को जोड़ती हैं, "आभासी" राजनी�त और
परोपकार संभव करती हैं, भा�ाआं को बचाती हैं; पर धु्रवीकरणि करने वाला दूरस्थ राष्ट्र वादि और भ्रामक सूचना भी फैलाती हैं।

6  Colonial background and indenture / औप�नवे�शिक पृष्ठभू�म और �गिर�मट

4 of 7 papers. Colonial background of Indian emigration (Dec 2023, Dec 2024, Jun 2025); circumstances that led Indians to

emigrate as indentured labour (Jun 2025); impact of colonialism on Indian emigration (Jun 2026).

Why Indians emigrated under colonialism. Push factors: colonial land revenue and
commercialisation of agriculture, the decline of handicrafts, recurring famines, debt and
landlessness, especially in the Bhojpuri region of present-day eastern Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, and in
the Madras Presidency. Pull factors: after the abolition of slavery in the British Empire (1833–34),
plantation owners in Mauritius, the Caribbean, Natal and Fiji needed cheap, controllable labour.

Systems of emigration. (1) Indenture (1834–1917): workers signed contracts (girmit, from
"agreement") for usually five years, with recruitment through arkatis often involving deception; harsh
conditions on ships and plantations led critics to call it "a new system of slavery" (Hugh Tinker's 1974
book title). Protests by Indian nationalists and others ended it in 1917. (2) Kangani and maistry
systems: recruitment through headmen to Ceylon, Malaya and Burma, often by family and village
networks. (3) Free or "passenger" migration: traders and professionals, such as Gujarati merchants to
East Africa and South Africa.

Impact. It created the "old diaspora" in settlement societies; reshaped caste (the ship voyage and
plantation life loosened caste rules, creating the bond of jahaji bhai, "ship brothers"); built distinct
cultures (Bhojpuri-based languages, Ramayana traditions); and left legacies of racial division and
political conflict in Fiji, Guyana and Trinidad.

औप�नवे�शक काल मिें  उत्प्रवास के कारण: धक्का कारक: औप�नवे�शक भू-राजस्व, कृ�� का व्यावसायीकरणि, हस्त�शल्प का पतन, अकाल,
कज़र्ष और भू�महीनता, �वशे�कर भोजपुरी के्षत्र (पूवर्गी उत्तर प्रदेिश और �बहार) और मद्रास पे्र�सडंसी मं। �खर्थिचाव कारक: 1833–34 मं दिास-प्रथा के
उन्मूलन के बादि मॉरीशस, कै�र�बयन, नेटाल और �फ़िजी के बागानां को सस्ता श्रम चा�ह� था।

उत्प्रवास की प्रणा�लयाँ: (1) �गर�मिट (1834–1917): प्रायः पाँच व�र्ष के अनुबंधि ("�ग्रीमंट" से "�गर�मट"); अरका�टयां द्विारा अक्सर धिोखे से
भतर्गी; कठोर प�र�स्थ�तयाँ; हू्य �टर्थिकर (1974) ने इसे "दिासता की नइर्ष व्यवस्था" कहा; 1917 मं समाप्त। (2) कंगानी और मैिस्त्री प्रणाली: सीलोन,
मलाया और बमार्ष के �ल� मु�खया के माध्यम से भतर्गी। (3) स्वतंत्र या "पैसेंजर" प्रवास: व्यापारी और पेशेवर, जैसे पूवर्गी और दि�क्षणि अफ़्रीका मं
गुजराती व्यापारी।

प्रभाव: "पुराना डायस्पोरा"; जहाज़ यात्रा और बागान जीवन से जा�त-�नयम ढीले हु� ("जहाजी भाइर्ष"); भोजपुरी-आधिा�रत भा�ा�ँ और रामायणि
परंपरा�ँ; �फ़िजी, गयाना और �त्र�नदिादि मं नस्लीय �वभाजन की �वरासत।
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ANSWER FRAME / उत्तर-रूपिरेखा

Context: colonial economy and the end of slavery / संदिभर्ष
Push and pull factors / धिक्का और �खर्थिचाव कारक
Three systems with dates and destinations / तीन प्रणिा�लयाँ
Conditions and the campaign to end indenture / प�र�स्थ�तयाँ और समा�प्त
Long-term impact on diaspora societies / दिीघर्षकालीन प्रभाव

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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Part C — Repeated short topics

7  Other diasporas: Jewish, Chinese and African / अन्य डायस्पोरा: यहूदी, चीनी और
अफ़्रीकी

3 of 7 papers. Nature of the Jewish diaspora (Jun 2023, Dec 2024); Chinese vs African diaspora (Jun 2023, Dec 2024, Jun

2026).

Jewish diaspora: the classic or "ideal type" diaspora. Exile after the Babylonian conquest and the
Roman destruction of the Second Temple (70 CE); communities across Europe, the Middle East and
later the Americas; persistent religious identity, collective memory and longing for Zion; persecution
culminating in the Holocaust; and the founding of Israel (1948), which made return possible but did
not end the diaspora. It is a victim diaspora in Cohen's typology.

Chinese vs African diaspora. The Chinese diaspora (often called overseas Chinese) is largely a trade
and labour diaspora: merchants in South-East Asia over centuries, "coolie" labour in the 19th century,
and later professionals and students. It is known for business networks, clan and dialect associations
and strong economic links with China, and sometimes faced resentment as a "middleman minority".
The African diaspora is largely a victim diaspora created by the transatlantic slave trade, which
forcibly moved millions of Africans to the Americas; it is marked by loss of original languages and
lineages, racial oppression, and cultural creation (music, religion); Paul Gilroy's The Black Atlantic
(1993) describes its hybrid, transnational culture. Key differences: voluntary vs forced movement;
retention vs loss of homeland ties; economic strength vs historical deprivation; and identity based on
ancestry and nation vs on race and shared suffering.

यहूदी डायस्पोरा: "आदिशर्ष प्रकार" का डायस्पोरा। बेबीलो�नयाइर्ष �वजय और रोमनां द्विारा दूसरे मं�दिर के �वनाश (70 इर्ष.) के बादि �नवार्षसन; यूरोप,
मध्य-पूवर्ष और अमे�रका मं समुदिाय; धिा�मर्थिक पहचान, सामू�हक सृ्म�त और �सयोन की लालसा; होलोकॉस्ट; इज़राइल की स्थापना (1948)। कोहेन
के अनुसार पी�ड़ित डायस्पोरा।

चीनी बनामि अफ़्रीकी डायस्पोरा: चीनी डायस्पोरा मुख्यतः व्यापा�रक और श्र�मिक: दि�क्षणि-पूवर्ष ��शया मं व्यापारी, 19वीं सदिी मं कुली श्रम, बादि मं
पेशेवर; व्यापार नेटवकर्ष , कुल और बोली संगठन, चीन से गहरे आ�थर्थिक संबंधि। अफ़्रीकी डायस्पोरा मुख्यतः पी�ड़ित: अटलां�टक दिास-व्यापार से
बलपूवर्षक स्थानांतरणि; मूल भा�ाआं और वंश का लोप, नस्लीय उत्पीड़न, और संगीत तथा धिमर्ष मं सांस्कृ�तक सृजन; पॉल �गलरॉय (दि ब्लैक
अटलां�टक, 1993)। अंतर: स्वै�च्छिक बनाम बलात् प्रवास; मातृभू�म से संबंधि बनाम उसका लोप; आ�थर्थिक श�क्त बनाम �े�तहा�सक वंचना।

8  Punjabi and Gujarati diaspora as sub-national identities / उप-राष्ट्रीय पहचान के रूप में
पंजाबी और गिुजराती डायस्पोरा

2 of 7 papers. Compare the Punjabi and Gujarati diaspora (Dec 2023, Jun 2025).

The Indian diaspora is often organised less as "Indian" than by region, language, religion and caste. 
Punjabi diaspora: largely Sikh (and Punjabi Hindu) migrants from rural Doaba and Majha, with roots
in military service and agriculture; major settlements in the UK, Canada and California; institutions
centred on gurdwaras; strong political mobilisation, including support for the Khalistan movement
among a section in the 1980s; remittances and "NRI villages" in Punjab. Gujarati diaspora: traders and
business communities (Patidars or Patels, Lohanas, Jains, Ismaili and Bohra Muslims) with roots in
Indian Ocean trade; East Africa, then the UK and the US (including the well-known Patel motel
business); organised through caste and community associations (samaj), temples and business
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networks; strong links with Gujarat through investment and philanthropy. Comparison: both keep
regional language, religion and marriage networks, showing that diasporic identity is often sub-
national; they differ in occupational base (agriculture and labour vs trade), religion and political style.

भारतीय डायस्पोरा प्रायः "भारतीय" से अ�धिक के्षत्र, भा�ा, धिमर्ष और जा�त के आधिार पर संग�ठत होता है। पंजाबी डायस्पोरा: मुख्यतः दिोआबा और
माझा के ग्रामीणि �सख (और पंजाबी �हर्थिदू), सेना और खेती की पृष्ठभू�म; �ब्रिटेन, कनाडा और कै�लफ़िो�नर्थिया; गुरुद्विारा-कं�द्रत संस्था�ँ; राजनी�तक
लामबंदिी, 1980 के दिशक मं �क वगर्ष का खा�लस्तान आंदिोलन को समथर्षन; पंजाब मं "NRI गाँव"। गजुराती डायस्पोरा: व्यापारी समुदिाय
(पाटीदिार, लोहाना, जैन, इस्माइली और बोहरा मु�स्लम), �हर्थिदि महासागर व्यापार की जडं़; पूवर्गी अफ़्रीका, �फर �ब्रिटेन और अमे�रका (पटेल मोटल
व्यवसाय); जा�त और समुदिाय संगठन (समाज), मं�दिर और व्यापार नेटवकर्ष । तलुना: दिोनां के्षत्रीय भा�ा, धिमर्ष और �ववाह नेटवकर्ष  बना� रखते हैं;
व्यावसा�यक आधिार, धिमर्ष और राजनी�तक शैली मं �भन्न।
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Appendix — Every question, by session

Questions are summarised in a few words, not quoted. Sources: IGNOU question-paper archive (2023–2024) and
ignou.ac.in (2024–2026). Text copies of the 2022 papers were not available in the archive.

Session / सत्र Questions (summarised)

Jun 2023 (10,
no sections)

Approaches to the Indian diaspora; Chinese vs African diaspora; ethnicity perspective; evolution of
the Indian state's position; Jewish diaspora; typology of issue-based emigration policies; Indian
perceptions of NRIs; diaspora in cyberspace; diaspora and globalisation; globalisation, nationalism
and identity

Dec 2023 (10,
no sections)

Transnationalism, globalisation and diaspora; settlement societies and the civilisational theory;
Gulf vs North America; emigration and immigration policies; colonial background; Fiji; Punjabi vs
Gujarati; changing patterns in the USA; identity issues in Africa; Bollywood

Jun 2024 (two
sections)

I: retentionist and adaptationist perspectives; settlement societies; Gulf vs North America;
deconstruction and reconstruction of identity; second wave to Europe. II: perceptions of NRIs and
overseas Indians; Fiji; diaspora and globalisation; diaspora in Hindi films; diaspora writing

Dec 2024
(two
sections)

I: political economy perspective; Chinese vs African; socio-economic linkages; Jewish diaspora;
colonial background. II: Indian states' policies; typology of emigration policies; formation in the
USA; the UK; inter-racial divide in the Caribbean

Jun 2025 (9,
no sections)

Settlement societies; Nehruvian policy; new policies for diaspora–homeland relations; indentured
emigration; colonial background; Punjabi vs Gujarati; socio-economic linkages; identity issues in
Africa; Fiji

Dec 2025 (9,
no sections)

Political economy perspective; transnationalism, globalisation and diaspora; emigration to the Gulf;
emigration and immigration policies; education profile in the USA; future trends in Canada; inter-
racial divide in the Caribbean; Bollywood; South-East Asia

Jun 2026 (8,
no sections)

Plural society and ethnic perspectives; Nehruvian policy; new government policies; education
profile in the USA; colonialism and emigration; socio-economic linkages; Chinese vs African;
history and cyberspace

Honesty notes. These notes were written from standard sources, not copied from IGNOU blocks;
check the exact framing of the "civilisational theory" and of the emigration-policy typology in your
IGNOU units, since I could not verify them. Population and remittance figures are approximate and
change yearly. Exam trends describe past papers and do not guarantee future questions.

इर्थमिानदारी नोट: ये नोट्स मानक स्रोतां से �लखे ग� हैं, IGNOU ब्लॉक से नकल नहीं; "सभ्यतागत �सद्धान्त" और उत्प्रवास-नी�त वगर्गीकरणि की
सटीक प्रस्तु�त अपनी IGNOU इकाइर्ष से �मला�ँ। जनसंख्या और पे्र��त धिन के आँकडे़ अनुमा�नत हैं  और हर व�र्ष बदिलते हैं। ट्र ंड �पछले प्रश्नपत्रां का
वणिर्षन है, भ�वष्य की गारंटी नहीं।
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