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Exam notes for the second-year elective, built from the trend of seven official
IGNOU papers. Topics are ordered by how often they were asked, and each
one gives the core argument, the facts to cite and a 20-mark answer frame.
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papers)

Source: official IGNOU Term-End Examination question papers (ignou.ac.in and the IGNOU question-paper archive).
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How MSOE-002 is set

Only June 2024 and December 2024 had two sections. The other five papers had no sections, and the
number of questions has fallen: ten in 2023, nine in June and December 2025, and eight in June 2026.
Every paper asked for five answers of about 500 words, with no short notes. With only eight or nine
questions, a student can skip just three or four, so prepare broadly.

I ST 2024 3R FGHRR 2024 T & RT | S1ehT U YU H h1g AN 61 AT, 3R T i HeAm 9l 8: 2023 H g, 57 R
fagmR 2025 # =T, 3R S 2026 H 316 | & THUS H AT 500 3] o U IR o o; dfered fewafordt =& off | amo-t usii #
FHI HH-IR BIS ST Fehdl &, ST SATIG FAT 2 |

The paper repeats heavily. Questions on settlement societies, the colonial background of emigration,
the Gulf and North America, Fiji, Bollywood, the political economy perspective and socio-economic
linkages each came back two or three times, often in almost the same words.

g UAUS I QIe0dl ¢ | "HIAHE AL, IATT i AUia e I8, el AR I s, fhoft, dfelige, Ariiae
sreferrawe ufitied iR ArTSres-3nfefer dael U uer - 1R, U ol Il Ueal § 37U

The trend at a glance / ¢8 Ueh AoR &

Papers (of 7) /

Topic / effae Sessions [ 93
e

Concepts and perspectives on diaspora / JTHRUMY 377 G /7 Every paper

qRued

India's diaspora policy and perceptions of NRIs / YRd &l G //7 Every paper
TR Aifd

Transnationalism, globalisation, identity and linkages / @GS 7/7 Every paper
UTRTEIAAT, Tea

Indian diaspora by region / &iFaR YR SEWRT o /7 Dec 23, Jun 24, Dec 24, Jun 25, Dec
25, Jun 26

Culture, cinema, writing and cyberspace / &, &=, o 57 Jun 23, Dec 23, Jun 24, Dec 25, Jun

IR, TSR T 26

Colonial background and indenture / 3ufafe gs{fi ok G 4/7 Dec 23, Dec 24, Jun 25, Jun 26

firfie

Other diasporas: Jewish, Chinese, African / 3 SR 3/7 Jun 23, Dec 24, Jun 26

Punjabi and Gujarati diaspora / USTTell X T[eRTdT SETRT 2/7 Dec 23, Jun 25

Counts are papers, not questions. The appendix lists every question by session.

Study plan / 3799 FieT: Topics 1-6 offered at least five attemptable questions in every paper (and two

per section where sections applied). Learn 7 and 8 too, since they repeat almost word for word.

MU 1-6 T & UHUS H HH-J-H UM g e T U i (3R STEt 9T 9, 98t g8 9T & <) | 2ifies 7 31 8 oft ue, ifes &
T QTSET ST ST gl

Figures in this paper (size of the diaspora, remittances, population shares) change often. They are given as
approximate; verify the latest from the Ministry of External Affairs or World Bank before quoting them.

Built from official IGNOU Term-End Examination papers 2
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Part A— Asked in every paper

1 Concepts and perspectives on diaspora / STHERT Y GLIRUMY 34iR afkvied

7 of 7 papers. Forms: approaches to the study of the Indian diaspora; the ethnicity perspective; the political economy
perspective (twice); retentionist and adaptationist perspectives; plural society and ethnic perspectives; settlement societies
and the civilisational theory (three times).

What is diaspora? The word comes from the Greek for "scattering" and first described the Jewish
dispersion. William Safran (1991) listed criteria: dispersal from an original centre, a collective
memory of the homeland, partial alienation in the host society, an idea of return, commitment to the
homeland, and a group consciousness defined by that relationship. Robin Cohen (Global Diasporas,
1997) widened it into types: victim (Jewish, African, Armenian), labour (Indian indentured), imperial
(British), trade (Chinese, Lebanese) and cultural (Caribbean) diasporas. The Indian diaspora includes
Non-Resident Indians (Indian citizens abroad) and Persons of Indian Origin (foreign citizens of Indian
descent); the Ministry of External Affairs counts over 30 million in total (verify the current figure).

Main perspectives.

« Ethnicity perspective: treats diaspora communities as ethnic groups in host societies; studies
boundary maintenance, identity, endogamy, associations and relations with other groups.
Strength: explains persistence of identity; weakness: can treat identity as fixed.

- Retentionist vs adaptationist: retentionists stress how migrants preserve homeland culture
(religion, caste, language, rituals); Morton Klass's study of East Indians in Trinidad (1961) is often
cited. Adaptationists stress change, creolisation and integration in the new setting. Most cases
show selective retention with adaptation.

« Plural society perspective: J. S. Furnivall described colonial societies (Burma, Netherlands Indies)
where ethnic groups "mix but do not combine", meeting only in the marketplace; M. G. Smith
applied it to the Caribbean. It explains the Indian-African divide in Guyana, Trinidad and Fiji, but
underplays interaction and class.

« Political economy perspective: explains diaspora formation through the needs of capital and the
world economy: colonial plantation capitalism demanded cheap indentured labour after slavery
ended; post-war Western industry recruited labour; the Gulf's oil economy imported contract
workers; and global capitalism now draws skilled professionals ("brain drain") while remittances
flow back. It links migration to inequality between core and periphery.

- Settlement societies and the civilisational perspective: "settlement societies" are the old
indenture-era colonies where Indians settled permanently and became a large share of the
population (Mauritius, Fiji, Trinidad, Guyana, Suriname), unlike sojourner or contract-labour
destinations such as the Gulf. A civilisational perspective sees the diaspora as carrying Indian
civilisation abroad and rebuilding it (temples, festivals, epics such as the Ramayana) in new
settings. I am not certain how the IGNOU unit frames the "civilisational theory", so check its exact
wording there.
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STITIIRT T &: AT e, el "forawia’'; Ugel Tgal FaTd o folg Ugerd | I (1991) & AHes: Hd g o fowrma, "gy@
& arfess Wia, Aoe TSt § o1ifieh sterTa, arudt &1 faam, Argy & ufdegan e Fe (1997) & ver: difea
(g, anpreht), siften (v fivefifean), wmmeaaTd (Rfw), smarie (i), wieptaes (HRREE) | TR s §
SAETE YR (NRI) 3R 9RATE 7 & Afad (PI0) AT &; faeer #ared & aR $ol 91 3 Fig 9 Afdeh (Adan
3ifergT Sird) |

T URUET: TAAIAT TRUET: SEATIRT I AT FHIST H ST 19 THE HIAT; Tl SR A3 1 3eqd= | Uiaeorarar
AT ATFATATE: HIGHH 1 FEpd 1 T (IS oard, BifAarg, 1961) s 70 uRRasr # ufvade 3R Tehiewun| aga
AT URYed: hi-are: T "fAdd & T gad Tal"; TH. Sit. {3 Sikfeas w an] fran weifae steferaen aikie:
TH-UYUT & 3 o 91G NI o To1q aear FRMEfear o, Jgiar ufdret Iei, |iet &l dat srefda, iR ST Hed UNasl
AT qT Ui e | Yeerie Wargdivr: TRMe-dra & Iufaer et uRda @t €9 3 939 (Fide, Oheft, Bifiers,
FIM), GTEt oY Tl gw-idel § f9e; FvadnTa uRRied ST Sl YR 94dT &1 digdh JFdT 8| IGNOU 3&(s |
TR I T Sifd o |

ANSWER FRAME / 3wR-&u@l
1. Define diaspora (Safran's criteria, Cohen's types) / TSt

2. The perspective asked: core idea, key scholar, Indian case / I8 74T Ufled
3. Its strengths and limits / 21fe 3R Thamd
4. Contrast with one other perspective / 3= URUT & T

5. Conclude: perspectives complement each other / FeRs

2 India's diaspora policy and perceptions of NRIs / ¥Rd &ht saadRT fifa 31k NRI
ofa

7 of 7 papers. Forms: evolution of the Indian state's position (Jun 2023); the Nehruvian policy (Jun 2025, Jun 2026); new
policies for diaspora-homeland relations (Jun 2025, Jun 2026); Indian states' policies (Dec 2024); typology of issue-based
emigration policies (Jun 2023, Dec 2024); how emigration and immigration policies affect migration (Dec 2023, Dec 2025);
perceptions of NRIs and overseas Indians (Jun 2023, Jun 2024).

Nehruvian policy (1947 to the 1970s). Nehru advised overseas Indians, especially in former colonies,
to identify fully with their countries of settlement and take local citizenship; India would support
them morally and oppose racial discrimination, but would not interfere in other states' internal
affairs. The priority was anti-colonial solidarity and non-alignment. Critics call it a policy of distance
or "benign neglect", visible when Indians were expelled from Uganda in 1972.

The shift since the 1990s. Economic reform, remittances and the rise of Indian professionals abroad
changed the approach. Key steps: the PIO Card (1999); the High Level Committee on the Indian
Diaspora chaired by L. M. Singhvi (report, 2001-02); Pravasi Bharatiya Divas from 2003, held on 9
January to mark Gandhi's return from South Africa in 1915; Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI, 2005),
later merged with the PIO card (2015); a separate Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs (2004), merged
into the Ministry of External Affairs in 2016; the Know India Programme; welfare funds and the e-
Migrate system for protecting workers in the Gulf; and large diaspora events during prime-ministerial
visits. Goal: mobilise the diaspora for investment, remittances, knowledge, philanthropy and soft
power, and protect vulnerable migrants.
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Emigration policies and their effect. Origin countries' policies can be classified by the issue they
address: (1) regulatory or protective (for example India's Emigration Act, 1983, and emigration-check
passports for low-skilled workers going to the Gulf); (2) promotional (labour export, as in the
Philippines); (3) diaspora engagement (dual citizenship, bonds, investment incentives); (4) return and
reintegration. Destination countries' immigration policies shape flows even more: the US
Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965 ended national quotas and opened the door to Indian
professionals; Canada's points system (1967) did similar; the Gulf's kafala sponsorship system ties
workers to employers; and the UK's tightening from the 1960s changed who could come. I do not have
a verified source for the exact typology in the IGNOU unit, so match these categories with it.

Perceptions of NRIs in India. Mixed and changing: admiration for success and wealth; the image of
the "model" or patriotic NRI who invests and gives (Resurgent India Bonds, 1998); resentment of "brain
drain" and of NRIs as privileged outsiders; stereotypes in cinema of the westernised or nostalgic NRI;
and more recently pride in diaspora achievement alongside concern for exploited Gulf workers.

AEEAE A (1947 | 1970 F Q2A): g€ - VATH WRAAT i 37T THG o <201 F T AE & AR AT ARG o
& AT 4l; WIRA Afdeh THe T 3R TEATT AEHTa T fORTe 3T, TR g 1 o AT Al § g&aad Tal el

T THeRdT: JuHaTETE-fadieft Tehsiedt iR TefRuerdn| sreraT: gt ar "IerEiar & =fifd, S 1972 H Frier § ke &
qHT |

1990 & g F&eTTd: PIO TS (1999); Uet. UH. fHudt it sremerar & 3= weig @fafa (Rad 2001-02); vardt wrde feag
(2003 &, 9 ST=E, el Shr 1915 H <f&T0T STShieRT § aTAwT @l Wfd); OCI (2005), 2015 # PIO IS &l faed; FaTdl AR
T T H3Ted (2004), 2016 T faeer T B faed; WRd ol ST SIdehH; FTel o AHehi & [T ShedToT sl 3R 8-
TTge | |ed: fAaY, U &M, A, TSR 3R TTTe UTaR o folU ST ol SIS 37 gl YaTfaa i el

ISHATH et 3R TTa: ol <R1f i Hifadt: e a1 TR (YR 1 Iarg Affad, 1983), Wicimee (Thadia
T 97 ), SR S8, 31X aTawT-GUehioneoT | HTaT oLl l 1Tl STHRET ST 1965 I ATRHIH, FTST I 3ieh-
TUTTT (1967), WTS! hl ShhTell €T, foie H 1960 & 3 € ohg (aH| IGNOU 3h(3 I Tcldh ailianul-gal ¥ e
Ead

WRA # NRI &t Sfa: Therar 7R 97 o Ufd ULidT; a9 & atel e NRI 61 8fd (Raste sfean dfws, 1998); "
TR O ARSI, T H ufdreiehd a1 Sifaaet NRI; AR @rel & <N siffienl & f=iar|

ANSWER FRAME / 3wR-&u@l
1. Why states care about their diasporas / I8 SR & <iaT & &d &

2. Phase 1: Nehruvian policy and its reasons / T&ell T201
3. Phase 2: post-1990s engagement, with dated measures / o7 90T
4. Policy typology or perceptions, as asked / Fffenor a1 Bfa

5. Conclude: from distance to engagement, with gaps in protecting workers / Fers
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3 Transnationalism, globalisation, identity and linkages / URRTEadr, afiepvor, uga
3R daier
7 of 7 papers. Forms: transnationalism, globalisation and diaspora (Dec 2023, Dec 2025); diaspora in the age of

globalisation (Jun 2023, Jun 2024); globalisation, nationalism and identity (Jun 2023); deconstruction and reconstruction
of diasporic identity (Jun 2024); factors promoting socio-economic linkages (Dec 2024, Jun 2025, Jun 2026).

Transnationalism. Nina Glick Schiller, Linda Basch and Cristina Szanton Blanc (early 1990s) defined it
as the process by which migrants build social fields that link their country of origin and their country
of settlement; "transmigrants" live across borders through family, business, politics and religion.
Globalisation intensifies this: cheap travel, phone and internet, global finance and media let
diasporas keep daily ties with the homeland. Diaspora, transnationalism and globalisation are
therefore linked: globalisation provides the means, transnationalism the practice, and diaspora the
identity.

Importance of diaspora in the age of globalisation. Remittances (India has been the world's largest
recipient, over 100 billion US dollars a year in recent years; verify the latest World Bank figure);
investment and entrepreneurship; knowledge networks and "brain circulation" (for example Indian
engineers linking Silicon Valley and Bengaluru); philanthropy; political lobbying and soft power; and
cultural flows.

Factors promoting socio-economic linkages. Family and kinship ties and marriage networks;
remittances and property; business and professional networks; religious and caste associations,
temples and gurdwaras; homeland policies (OCI, investment schemes, Pravasi Bharatiya Divas);
technology and media; and a sense of identity and obligation.

Identity: deconstruction and reconstruction. Migration breaks down the identities people carried
(caste, region, sometimes language) and reconstructs new ones in the host society: "Indian" or "South
Asian" identities, religious identities, and hybrid forms. Stuart Hall argued that diasporic identity is
not a fixed essence but always in process, shaped by difference and history; Homi Bhabha described
hybridity and a "third space". Globalisation and nationalism: diasporas can feed "long-distance
nationalism" (Benedict Anderson's term), supporting homeland political movements, while also
holding cosmopolitan, hybrid identities.

qRITgraar: e TR, aeT 3R Fied seieh (1990 & e & ARH): I8 Uichar Foras yareh 7 a1 3R S61d & 330 &l sie
el AT &1 9410 8; URAR, IR, AT 3R o o Aqreaqq & rEnsii & IR Sia | dsfieheor 38 Tu &dr &: Il
T, Wi, $eie, dfen fam ik wifean) dsfieneor arem a1 8, Urersiadr egR, i SEeRy uga|

FsfIEYuT & T H STAEART T Heged: UId & (HTRd &1 o aui | (99 T 99 981 UTeaehd, Uid a9 100 3R 3R & A
fa%1 9k o1 A 3ifergT Sitg), e, A Segeh 3T "JiaHT IRIEER0T", TRIYeR, Wifed 3R 9t Urak|

TTHTTSIh- 3T Teel i TgT- ATl THReh: URAR, ATdald 3R faarg Jeadh; Ua o= 3R Juft; AR 3R YR Jedd;
HTfifeR 3 STdta Gred, HieR 3 TegR; Aqyfa &t ifadt (OCI, vardh wrdia feaq); denies ik wfifear; vgam ik afde
&I ATET|

Tea™ &l fa@esT iR QAATOT: Jard QR UgaT (STfd, &1, HTHT) 6l diedl 3R 7% TgdT a=1dT o: "WRd " a1 "afeor
TR, enfifen 3R TeRt UedT | TgIe BiT: STARURT Ued R R e, Tad UihaT &; BTt T Tertar 3R iRy @
SR "G qPATR" (d-feere Teta) ol off Wtd e ¥ehd &l
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ANSWER FRAME / 3d3-&u@Il
1. Define the three terms and show how they connect / i €1s5 3R 37T Heier

2. Role and importance of the diaspora today, with figures marked approximate / 3T & SJfHerT
3. Linkage factors or identity processes, as asked / Gd¥-%Re IT UgdH
4. Indian examples (Silicon Valley, Gulf remittances, gurdwaras) / YR 30T

5. Conclude with tensions: nationalism vs cosmopolitanism, exploitation of workers / fAsat

Built from official IGNOU Term-End Examination papers 7
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Part B— Asked in most papers

4 Indian diaspora by region / &FaR WRd SRITTRT

6 of 7 papers. Gulf vs North America (Dec 2023, Jun 2024) and emigration to the Gulf (Dec 2025); USA: changing patterns,
formation, education profile (Dec 2023, Dec 2024, Dec 2025, Jun 2026); Fiji (Dec 2023, Jun 2024, Jun 2025); Africa:
identity issues (Dec 2023, Jun 2025); Caribbean inter-racial divide (Dec 2024, Dec 2025); UK (Dec 2024); Canada (Dec
2025); Europe, second wave (Jun 2024); South-East Asia (Dec 2025).

Region / &%

Key facts / &g a2

Gulf / @St

USA / stfvert

Gulf vs North
America / @0

Canada / &A1

UK /5=

Fiji / fft

Caribbean /
EanEpe)

Africa / TRt

Europe,
second wave /

i

Large-scale migration after the 1970s oil boom; mainly semi-skilled and unskilled contract
workers from Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar; no path to
citizenship; the kafala system ties workers to sponsors; issues of wage theft, poor housing,
confiscated passports; a major source of remittances. About 9 million Indians live in the Gulf
(approximate; verify). / 1970 3 &I & qdl IBT o q1G IJaY HATHR; ARTREGAT Tel; HHHIT; 0T, U & &1 981
il

Early Punjabi farmers in California; exclusion laws and the Thind case (1923) denying citizenship;
the Luce-Celler Act (1946); the 1965 Act opened entry to professionals; later IT workers on H-1B
visas. Indian Americans have among the highest education and income levels of any US group,
though there is a less visible working-class segment. / 1965 & T¢ UaR; 37 fra1 3R 3171

Gulf: temporary, low-skilled, male, no rights to settle, remittance-oriented. North America:
permanent, highly skilled, family settlement, citizenship, political participation, "model minority"

image. / STEITRt §TH ST, G IH |

Punjabi Sikh pioneers in British Columbia; the Komagata Maru (1914) turned away from
Vancouver; growth after the points system (1967); today a large, politically active community and
many international students. Future trends: student-led migration, political influence, and
diplomatic tensions. / FHRIET 7TE (1914); 3ieh-TUTel & 91 Jrg

Post-war labour migration from Punjab and Gujarat; "twice migrants" from East Africa in the late
1960s-70s (Parminder Bhachu); now a large, mostly middle-class community, prominent in

business and politics. / IR 9iffids; T TR & "re vardt” |

Indentured Indians arrived from 1879 to 1916 to work on sugar plantations. Indo-Fijians became
about half of the population but could not own most land, which is held by indigenous Fijians.
Military coups in 1987 and 2000 targeted Indo-Fijian-led governments and led to large-scale
emigration; their share of the population has since fallen (verify the current figure). / 1879 &

firfafear; yfa-w@ia & 3fEd; 1987 3R 2000 & qEAIAE AR TAH|

Indentured labour from 1838 (Guyana) and 1845 (Trinidad). Indo- and Afro-Caribbean
communities live in a plural-society pattern, with competing political parties, stereotypes and
occasional violence; mixed "dougla" identities and creolisation show interaction. / 1838 (*1aT),

1845 (BfaIR); WA 3 sTHhich! THardl &l sia¥-Teelta fasmer|

South Africa: indentured labour to Natal from 1860, then "passenger" traders; Gandhi's struggle
(1893-1914); apartheid classification. East Africa: railway workers and traders; the "middleman"
position between Europeans and Africans bred resentment; the expulsion of Asians from Uganda
by Idi Amin (1972). Identity issues: belonging, citizenship, racial in-betweenness. / 72/ (1860), T,

e s (1972) |1

The first wave was colonial (indenture, kangani, traders); the second wave after the 1950s-60s
brought workers and professionals to industrial Western countries; it includes twice migrants
such as Surinamese Hindustanis in the Netherlands and, more recently, IT professionals and

students. / GAY @eL: eIk UfHH H 4 3R W&
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Region / & Key facts [ & @2a

South-East Old trade and cultural links; colonial migration of Tamil plantation labour through the kangani

Asia /TfAUI-gE  system to Malaya, and of Chettiar moneylenders and traders to Burma; today large Indian

R communities in Malaysia and Singapore, with issues of ethnic politics in Malaysia. / &I JoTe &
qfee sfien; FetfET o fEmgR)

ANSWER FRAME / 39%-&uR@r
1. History of migration to the region (phase, period, source regions) / WaTd @ 3fdgrd

2. Socio-economic profile: occupation, education, class / qHITH-3NfdE @Eq

3. Relations with the host society and identity issues / A& T & HaY 3R Tga™
4. Links with India / Ra § T&er

5. Current trends and conclusion / add s+ 3R st

5 Culture, cinema, writing and cyberspace / @&pfa, @, @ifgsr ik azaradw

5 of 7 papers. Bollywood and the diaspora (Dec 2023, Dec 2025); diaspora in Hindi films (Jun 2024); diaspora writing and
cultural identity (Jun 2024); the diaspora in cyberspace (Jun 2023, Jun 2026).

Bollywood. From the 1990s Hindi cinema turned to the diaspora as subject and market. Films such as
Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge (1995), Pardes (1997), Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Gham (2001) and Namaste London
(2007) portrayed NRIs who remain "Indian at heart" through family values, arranged marriage and
festivals, contrasting them with Western materialism. Earlier films such as Purab aur Paschim (1970)
presented the West as a moral danger. Bollywood thus helps diasporas sustain identity and lets India
imagine its global self; critics note that it shows mainly affluent, upper-caste Hindu North Indians and
ignores indentured descendants and Gulf workers.

Diaspora writing. Writers explore displacement, memory, hybridity and belonging: V. S. Naipaul (A
House for Mr Biswas, 1961, on Indo-Trinidadian life); Salman Rushdie (the essay "Imaginary
Homelands" on remembered India); JThumpa Lahiri (Interpreter of Maladies, 1999; The Namesake, 2003,
on second-generation identity); Bharati Mukherjee, Rohinton Mistry and M. G. Vassanji; and Amitav
Ghosh's Sea of Poppies (2008) on indenture. Writing is a marker of cultural identity because it records
and reshapes how diasporas see themselves.

Cyberspace. Websites, forums, social media, matrimonial portals, online religious services and
diaspora news sites connect scattered communities, enable "virtual" homeland politics and activism,
organise philanthropy and preserve languages. They also spread polarising long-distance nationalism
and misinformation.

Fteligs: 1990 % e § fEdl fO=mT = SaediT &l fawg ik SR SHar: feerarel geaf~ar o ST (1995), TRed (1997),
it geft el 717 (2001), THE T (2007); NRI STt OTiRaTies ge, faame iR @eri & "fid 9 WRda" @d & | Ugel Sl
XS R Ui (1970) = UfdH & Afdes @aw fe@man| srefieT: Je&aa: §ud, I9-571Md, I HRar fig ofd; frmfear gt
3R WSt srffent <l ue
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SR Wifeed: fawm=, T, Fedr 3R =TI ot T4, TRt (T g8 R e o, 1961), 9am T $at
("SARH Ecigd"), ST dfeel (3eThie? AT Helshy, 1999; & HI, 2003), HRd! @i, Alae HEl, TH. Sit. I8,
affAdre =y (Y 3T Ui, 2008) |

WIESREE: J9H13C, Higrd Hifear, faarg uida, sifars giftie Jard fawe T o Siedl 6, "l TerHid AR
RITHR FHT FIA 8, AT BT TaT 8; TR YeTehauT Sl aTell g AFATE AR WA o off Sherrt &1

6 Colonial background and indenture / sitafadfaies geyfa ik firfae

4 of 7 papers. Colonial background of Indian emigration (Dec 2023, Dec 2024, Jun 2025); circumstances that led Indians to
emigrate as indentured labour (Jun 2025); impact of colonialism on Indian emigration (Jun 2026).

Why Indians emigrated under colonialism. Push factors: colonial land revenue and
commercialisation of agriculture, the decline of handicrafts, recurring famines, debt and
landlessness, especially in the Bhojpuri region of present-day eastern Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, and in
the Madras Presidency. Pull factors: after the abolition of slavery in the British Empire (1833-34),
plantation owners in Mauritius, the Caribbean, Natal and Fiji needed cheap, controllable labour.

Systems of emigration. (1) Indenture (1834-1917): workers signed contracts (girmit, from
"agreement") for usually five years, with recruitment through arkatis often involving deception; harsh
conditions on ships and plantations led critics to call it "a new system of slavery" (Hugh Tinker's 1974
book title). Protests by Indian nationalists and others ended it in 1917. (2) Kangani and maistry
systems: recruitment through headmen to Ceylon, Malaya and Burma, often by family and village
networks. (3) Free or "passenger" migration: traders and professionals, such as Gujarati merchants to
East Africa and South Africa.

Impact. It created the "old diaspora" in settlement societies; reshaped caste (the ship voyage and
plantation life loosened caste rules, creating the bond of jahaji bhai, "ship brothers"); built distinct
cultures (Bhojpuri-based languages, Ramayana traditions); and left legacies of racial division and
political conflict in Fiji, Guyana and Trinidad.

ITATRIE HTeT | ISTATH & HIRUT: YTFHT HRe: AN -G, FY HT ATTHRIRT, LA T TdH, T,
ot AR AT, AU SIS &3 (AT IR UeeT 3R f0eR) 3R 7gre UfaeH! #| {&ama &re: 1833-34 H q&-Ua1 &
I o STG HIIRIH, hifea, Heret 3R st o ST ol ST 99 d1fey 4TI

IATH Ht YuTierdt: (1) FRfAe (1834-1917): WRr UE a9 & e ("W & "iRfHe"); sRamledl gIRT e 4 9
ff; AR TRIATCTET; ] [t (1974) A 38 "SIHAT b ¢ Haedr” ohet; 1917 H FAI| (2) St AR AL yorredt: el
TATAT 3R ST o olg R o A1eam § 9l | (3) Tas a1 I8 Ward: AR 3 U6, S gat R SferuT sTwhie §
TSR AT |

THTE: QR STTRT"; STETSt AT SR a7 Sitae & STIid-Fam St g ("STaTstt ¥1g"); HISTYRl-3ATeTiRa |IeTg S TH™
QR fhsil, T 3R FBifAare # it favrs &t famd)
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ANSWER FRAME / 393-®93d@T

1. Context: colonial economy and the end of slavery / Hgw

2. Push and pull factors / 4ol 3R R&ama wRe®

3. Three systems with dates and destinations / @ Jonfet

4. Conditions and the campaign to end indenture / TRFEIIT 3R T

5. Long-term impact on diaspora societies / SerTei- TG

Built from official IGNOU Term-End Examination papers 1
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Part C — Repeated short topics

7 Other diasporas: Jewish, Chinese and African / 317 STIwRT: Igal, =+t ofiR
3rhichY

3 of 7 papers. Nature of the Jewish diaspora (Jun 2023, Dec 2024); Chinese vs African diaspora (Jun 2023, Dec 2024, Jun
2026).

Jewish diaspora: the classic or "ideal type" diaspora. Exile after the Babylonian conquest and the
Roman destruction of the Second Temple (70 CE); communities across Europe, the Middle East and
later the Americas; persistent religious identity, collective memory and longing for Zion; persecution
culminating in the Holocaust; and the founding of Israel (1948), which made return possible but did
not end the diaspora. It is a victim diaspora in Cohen's typology.

Chinese vs African diaspora. The Chinese diaspora (often called overseas Chinese) is largely a trade
and labour diaspora: merchants in South-East Asia over centuries, "coolie" labour in the 19th century,
and later professionals and students. It is known for business networks, clan and dialect associations
and strong economic links with China, and sometimes faced resentment as a "middleman minority".
The African diaspora is largely a victim diaspora created by the transatlantic slave trade, which
forcibly moved millions of Africans to the Americas; it is marked by loss of original languages and
lineages, racial oppression, and cultural creation (music, religion); Paul Gilroy's The Black Atlantic
(1993) describes its hybrid, transnational culture. Key differences: voluntary vs forced movement;
retention vs loss of homeland ties; economic strength vs historical deprivation; and identity based on
ancestry and nation vs on race and shared suffering.

TET STAERT: "SGR W' T STTIRT| Seali-1aTs fotd 371 A9 g1 ga Hiew & fammer (70 2.) & ae fafe; i,
Heg-Ud 3R AR § qHard; «iftics Ugdr, drfeeh Ffd AR T I rerdl; Bielieh(€e; oRISe hl ST (1948) | Hie
& IR difed ST

it T LRI STAEURT: = STAEURT HEd: AR I AfH: faor-gd gRiar & Samard, 196 9dt 7 el o, a1 &
OLIGR; TR ~eddh, Hol AR Sl ToH, F F TaY AT Fae| Thichl SATIRT J&Ia: Uited: Jediied ad-ATaR &
FeTYdeh TITIAROT; FT HTSTHAT SR L0 T AN, TLAT IcdTe, R Fifta a1 o & Gishlaes Jur; Uidt ferid (g sdw
fedifeen, 1993) | $a¥: T T TaTd YaTd; AIGHH & Sae ST IHeo @ld; 1 Afad 1 TldgTiee dal

8 Punjabi and Gujarati diaspora as sub-national identities / 3U-IFT yga= & &9 &
YTt 3R TeRTd SRT

2 of 7 papers. Compare the Punjabi and Gujarati diaspora (Dec 2023, Jun 2025).

The Indian diaspora is often organised less as "Indian" than by region, language, religion and caste.
Punjabi diaspora: largely Sikh (and Punjabi Hindu) migrants from rural Doaba and Majha, with roots
in military service and agriculture; major settlements in the UK, Canada and California; institutions
centred on gurdwaras; strong political mobilisation, including support for the Khalistan movement
among a section in the 1980s; remittances and "NRI villages" in Punjab. Gujarati diaspora: traders and
business communities (Patidars or Patels, Lohanas, Jains, Ismaili and Bohra Muslims) with roots in
Indian Ocean trade; East Africa, then the UK and the US (including the well-known Patel motel
business); organised through caste and community associations (samaj), temples and business
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networks; strong links with Gujarat through investment and philanthropy. Comparison: both keep
regional language, religion and marriage networks, showing that diasporic identity is often sub-
national; they differ in occupational base (agriculture and labour vs trade), religion and political style.

AR SR TR "RATE" & 3ifeieh &1, TS, o 3R STfd o STER WX TTod aidT & | USTIel STIeURT: JEId: QIaTaT 3
T < ITHIOT R (3R Tl i), JAT ok Welt Bt gmyfa; e, eherer ok <hferhif-iar; [egnr-shiod deamd; Aeifden
ALY, 1980 & G H Teh Gl ol QI TSI ol GHef; ToTe & "NRI 7ifa" | [OTTel STAEUIRT: U1 THErT
(UTEISR, BT, SiF, STSeH 3R aedl qiEerd), i HermR AR i 51¢; Ydi svhie, R fae 3R smfent (qea Hied
FIFY); S 3R TSR TS (FATT), HiR 3R ATIR Feads | gerar: 1 aysiar A, o 3R fare Jeadh 99 & €
AT MR, & 3R Aok Sl & o
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Appendix — Every question, by session

Questions are summarised in a few words, not quoted. Sources: IGNOU question-paper archive (2023-2024) and
ignou.ac.in (2024-2026). Text copies of the 2022 papers were not available in the archive.

Session / 9 Questions (summarised)

Jun 2023 (10, Approaches to the Indian diaspora; Chinese vs African diaspora; ethnicity perspective; evolution of

no sections)  the Indian state's position; Jewish diaspora; typology of issue-based emigration policies; Indian
perceptions of NRIs; diaspora in cyberspace; diaspora and globalisation; globalisation, nationalism
and identity

Dec 2023 (10, Transnationalism, globalisation and diaspora; settlement societies and the civilisational theory;
no sections)  Gulf vs North America; emigration and immigration policies; colonial background; Fiji; Punjabi vs
Gujarati; changing patterns in the USA; identity issues in Africa; Bollywood

Jun 2024 (two I: retentionist and adaptationist perspectives; settlement societies; Gulf vs North America;
sections) deconstruction and reconstruction of identity; second wave to Europe. II: perceptions of NRIs and
overseas Indians; Fiji; diaspora and globalisation; diaspora in Hindi films; diaspora writing

Dec 2024 I: political economy perspective; Chinese vs African; socio-economic linkages; Jewish diaspora;
(two colonial background. II: Indian states' policies; typology of emigration policies; formation in the
sections) USA; the UK; inter-racial divide in the Caribbean

Jun 2025 (9, Settlement societies; Nehruvian policy; new policies for diaspora-homeland relations; indentured

no sections)  emigration; colonial background; Punjabi vs Gujarati; socio-economic linkages; identity issues in
Africa; Fiji

Dec 2025 (9, Political economy perspective; transnationalism, globalisation and diaspora; emigration to the Gulf;
no sections) emigration and immigration policies; education profile in the USA; future trends in Canada; inter-
racial divide in the Caribbean; Bollywood; South-East Asia

Jun 2026 (8, Plural society and ethnic perspectives; Nehruvian policy; new government policies; education
no sections) profile in the USA; colonialism and emigration; socio-economic linkages; Chinese vs African;
history and cyberspace

Honesty notes. These notes were written from standard sources, not copied from IGNOU blocks;
check the exact framing of the "civilisational theory" and of the emigration-policy typology in your
IGNOU units, since I could not verify them. Population and remittance figures are approximate and
change yearly. Exam trends describe past papers and do not guarantee future questions.

FAMRRT Aiie: ¥ FId A Fidi 9 o Y &, IGNOU sifeh & Fehdl Tel; "HIanTd [Hgra" 3R Iarg-ifd aafienur s
Heieh UEfd Ut IGNOU 3ehre & e | Si&eEdT 3R UfSd o & 3ifers STATHA & AR & a9 98eld &1 o8 fUee qedsii 1
quiq g, fasT &t Tt 78|
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